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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the upper-70s 
and lows in the upper-
60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Evan Lutz, a student in 
Christina Barnes’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Unemployment benefits slow to come

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Commissioners concerned by remote meeting shortcomings, Page 5

Swansboro Rotary Club Memorial Day tourney will be fished, Page 7

Second graders share what they miss most about real school, Page 8

In photo above, Isaiah Rodri-
guez, left, and Bronson Hall, right, 
SHS seniors, are pictured with Dr. 

Helen Gross during the event. In 
photo at right, the principal is all 
smiles. (Pete Rulon photos)

Students show their love

Commentary

Liberal 

columnists’ 

negativism 

turns smiles 

upside down 
By Barry Fetzer

I’d be willing to bet 
that there are thousands of 
quotations and hundreds 
of books written about 
positive thinking. Two such 
books that come to mind 
that had a profound impact 
on me are Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale’s “The Power 
of Positive Thinking” and 
Dale Carnegie’s “How to 
Win Friends and Influence 
People”

These books and the 
hundreds of others like 
them have central themes 
about how, generally, posi-
tivity wins over negativity. 
And most of them suggest 
that if you think positively, 
you will generally act posi-
tively. And the reverse is 
true too.

Favorite quotations 
of mine that confirm this 
idea include, “Choose the 
world you see, and see 
the world you choose.” 
(Jonathan Lockwood Huie); 

“Positive thinking will let 
you do everything bet-
ter than negative thinking 
will.” (Zig Ziglar); “Find 
the good. It’s all around 
you. Find it, showcase it 
and you’ll start believ-
ing in it.” (Jesse Owens); 
“You are today where your 
thoughts have brought 
you.” (James Allen); “Be 
careful what you think, 
because your thoughts run 
your life.” (Proverbs 4:23); 
and perhaps my favorite 
by an unknown writer: “Be 
careful of your thoughts, 
for your thoughts become 
your words. Be careful of 
your words, for your words 
become your actions. Be 
careful of your actions, 
for your actions become 
your habits. Be careful of 
your habits, for your habits 
become your character. Be 
careful of your character, 
for your character becomes 
your destiny.”

Reopening, 

cautiously

Kayaking remains a social dis-
tancing-approved activity as the 

COVID-19 quarantine restrictions 
are eased.  (Photo contributed)

By Zack Nally

There are few activities that fit the 
social distancing bill quite like kayaking 
and fishing.

Customers at Pogie’s Fishing Center 
in Swansboro will be able to get their fill 
of either one this month as the business 
reopens its shop to the public in conjunc-
tion with lessening statewide restrictions 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The downtown store has offered 
online sales and kayak rentals as well as 
curbside delivery of fishing products and 
ice cream since the quarantine was imple-
mented, but no counter sales. The down-
time allowed it a chance to lay down a 

tentative plan for reopening in phases to 
face-to-face sales on the weekends while 
still prioritizing safety.

“It has given us some time to get the 
shop ready for social distancing shopping 
in the future,” owner Ethan Johnson said. 
“We have worked hard to get the proper 
cleaning supplies, masks for our employ-
ees, and install barriers at our check out. 
We do ask that our customers use the 
sanitizer at the door, wear a face covering 
please, if you don’t mind, and respect the 
social distancing policies of staying at 
least six feet apart.”

The inside of the store reopened on 

(See NEGATIVITY, page �)
(See GRADUALLY, page �)

Town

reopens, 

Phase 1
The town of 

Swansboro followed 
Governor Cooper’s 
Executive Order 138 and 
entered into Phase 1 of 
the reopening plan on 
Friday, May 8, at 5 p.m.

In a press release 
issued Friday morning, 
officials announced the 
town’s steps to begin 
the process of reopening 
from the shutdown/slow-
down forced by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

All town parks are 
open to the public, with 
the exception of the 
playground equipment 
and restrooms. Residents 
are advised to maintain 
social distancing of 6 
feet and it is recom-
mended to wear face 
coverings in all public 
settings.

Town hall adminis-
trative offices, the Public 
Safety Building and 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center will remain 
closed to the public until 
Monday, May 18, at 8 
a.m., tentatively. Staff 
is installing protective 
screenings and social 
distancing measures in 
these locations.

Staff continues to 
take calls and work 
remotely. If you need 
assistance, please feel 
free to call (910) 326-
4428. Non-emergency 
police inquiries can call 
(910) 326-5151.

Town officials con-
tinue to monitor the 
COVID-19 situation and 
will provide updates via 
all social media outlets 
to include Facebook, 
Constant Contact, and 
the town website at 
www.swansboro-nc.org.

Seniors, parents honor Gross, SHS principal
By Jimmy Williams

While Onslow County’s teach-
ers are focused on making sure that 
students know they care during this 
time of remote learning, scores of 
Swansboro High School students 
and friends turned the tables on 
Friday afternoon and showed their 
love for their principal Dr. Helen 
Gross.

In a tribute organized by a 
couple of parents, Jackie Rodriguez 
and Jennifer Hall, Gross’s sup-
porters showed up on Friday in a 
vehicle parade – a device that has 
become popular during this time 
of social distancing – to honor the 

beloved principal.
Mrs. Rodriguez said the turnout 

was “amazing” with fire trucks and 
police cars joining students and 
supporters, all of whom kept a safe 
distance.

“I was humbled and honored 
to see the turnout,” she said. “My 
main mission was to surprise her 
and make her aware of how much 
we appreciate her. She’s an amaz-
ing leader and human being.”

Gross, presented tokens of 
appreciation including cards and 
flowers, said she appreciated the 
show of support in what has been a 
tumultuous time.

“I was humbled and over-

whelmed by emotions by their 
thoughtfulness,” she said. “It has 
been such a hard few weeks for our 
senior class as they have missed 
key milestones in their lives, 
yet here they are showing their 
appreciation for our work to keep 
them informed and engaged in our 
school community.

“We will begin working on 
graduation celebration plans … 
with these seniors and it is so nice 
to see their positive energy as they 
continue to make the best of the 
situation. Simply put, we have the 
best students around!”

Onslow County Schools 
announced graduation plans for 

the Class of 2020 last week. (See 
related story.)

“She is always thinking of 
things to do for the students,” said 
Isaiah Rodriguez, an SHS senior 
and Jackie and Robert Rodriguez’s 
son. “It’s time we show her how 
much we care about her.”

Bronson Hall, an SHS senior, 
credits Jackie Rodriguez with the 
organization, but indicated he was 
happy to be a part of it.

“As a military kid, I have had 
six principals and none of them 
stand out like Dr. Gross does,” 
Hall, son of Jennifer and Wayne 

(See STUDENTS, page �)


