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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Popular captain steps down
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 6A

POLL
QUESTION

How do you feel about 
pineapple on pizza?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Leigh Ann Hegarty, Cape 
Carteret
Beverly Peck, Newport
Jillian Smith, Beaufort
Margaret Kilpatrick, New Bern
Charles Heartsill, Morehead City
Myrl McCotter, Morehead City

Phyllis Davis, Morehead City
Robert Sandlin Jr., Harkers Island
Sarah Wright, Newport
John Barrows, Morehead City 
William Smith Sr., Pine Knoll 
Shores
Jewell Green, Morehead City

EMERALD ISLE

BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT
District Attorney Scott Thomas 

announced last week Matthew 
James Kitchen, 44, of Havelock, 
was found guilty by a jury in 
Carteret County Superior Court of 
felony habitual impaired driving.

The decision 
came during the 
fi rst trial term of 
court in Carteret 
County following 
the resumption of 
jury trials, which 
had been suspend-
ed due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. 
Judge Joshua 

Willey Jr. presided over the trial 
and sentenced Mr. Kitchen as a 
habitual felon for a term of 12 
to 15 years’ imprisonment in the 
Department of Adult Corrections. 

“This prosecution sends a clear 
message to repeat impaired 
drivers in our district that we will 
prosecute you and seek a very 
long prison sentence,” Mr. Thom-
as said in a release sent by his 
offi ce. “We were able to obtain 
an even longer prison sentence 
in this case since the defendant 
qualifi ed as a habitual felon. We 
must keep our highways safe by 
identifying, charging, and pros-
ecuting impaired drivers.”

According to the indictments, 
fi led July 13, and informa-
tion presented in open court, 
Mr. Kitchen was charged with 
driving while impaired after a 
concerned person called 911 
May 1, 2017, to request a 
welfare check on the occupants 
of an older model Oldsmobile 
Cutlass. A Morehead City police 
offi cer located the Oldsmobile 
and initiated a traffi c stop due 
to the vehicle traveling at a 
speed of 55 mph in a 35-mph 
zone along Highway 70. 

Mr. Kitchen was found to be 
operating the vehicle with a 
blood alcohol concentration of 
0.12, which is above the legal 
limit of 0.08.

Upon review by the district 
attorney’s offi ce, Mr. Kitchen’s 
charges were upgraded to felony 
habitual driving while impaired 
based upon his having been 
previously convicted of impaired 
driving Carteret County on three 
occasions in 2000, in Onslow 
County in 2012, in Wayne Coun-
ty also in 2012 and in Carteret 
County again in 2013. Addition-
ally, in 2013, Mr. Kitchen was 
convicted in Carteret County Su-
perior Court of habitual impaired 
driving, and he also obtained the 
status of habitual felon.

The criminal investigation of 
this case was conducted by the 
Morehead City Police Depart-
ment, and it was prosecuted in 
court by Assistant District Attor-
ney Ashley Eatmon.

EMERALD ISLE

Jury sentences 
habitual impaired 
driver to 12-15 years

See PLAN  Page 4A

Bogue Banks beaches, like this one in Emerald Isle, would continue to be 
nourished with local, state and periodic federal emergency monetary infusions 
of cash under a plan favored Monday by the Carteret County Beach Commis-
sion. (Brad Rich photo)

Wednesday 
Nov. 18

Thursday 
Nov. 19

Friday 
Nov. 20

Saturday 
Nov. 21

Sunday 
Nov. 22

Low 3:07 a.m. 4:02 a.m. 5:01a.m. 6:06 a.m. 7:16 a.m.
4:18 p.m 5:15 p.m. 11:36 a.m. 7:16 p.m. 8:14 p.m.

High 9:42 p.m. 10:38 a.m. 6:16 p.m. 12:12 a.m 1:20 a.m.

10:08 p.m. 11:08 p.m. -------- 12:38 p.m 1:41 p.m.
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EMERALD ISLE — The 
Carteret County Beach Com-
mission voted unanimously 
Monday to recommend the 
county “stay the course” and 
not opt into a federal nour-
ishment program for Bogue 
Banks.

The decision was reached 
at the panel’s meeting in the 
Emerald Isle commissioners’ 
meeting room and online via 
Zoom.

If the county approves the 
panel’s recommendation, it 
means Carteret will remain 
with the current beach nour-
ishment plan, which uses a 
mix of county occupancy 
tax money, state money and 
periodic Federal Emergency 
Management Agency money to 
pay for nourishment projects, 
rather than enter into a federal 
cost-sharing agreement that 
depends on annual budget allo-
cations to the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers, which would 
design and supervise nourish-
ment projects. The federal plan 
would eliminate use of FEMA 
money for county beach proj-
ects.

Atlantic Beach Mayor Trace 
Cooper, chairperson of the 
beach commission, said during 
the panel’s meeting Monday 
he wasn’t sure federal funding 
under the ACE program would 
be reliable, given the unpre-
dictable nature of the federal 
budget for the agency.

Although federal emergency 
funding of beach nourishment 
projects along Bogue Banks is 
questionable now, Mr. Cooper 
said, FEMA has come through 
in recent years, providing 
money to pay to replace sand 
lost to hurricanes. He credited 
the state’s federal delegation, 
as well as state legislative lead-
ers, for making sure that has 
consistently happened.

“I think we should stay the 
course,” Mr. Cooper said in 

Beach panel backs rejecting nourishment plan
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Carteret County’s record-setting tourism 
season continued through September, as oc-
cupancy tax revenues topped $1 million for 
the fi rst ever for that month.

Greg Rudolph, manager of the county 
shore protection offi ce, informed members 
of the Carteret County Beach Commis-
sion of the milestone in a report during the 
panel’s session Monday afternoon in the 
Emerald Isle Board of Commissioners’ 
meeting room and via Zoom.

“For September 2020, the total collection 
was $1,000,631, which not only breaks the 
record for this particular month – $720,343 
in 2018 – but also signifi es the fi rst time 
ever the month of September has eclipsed 
the $1 million mark,” Mr. Rudolph told the 

commission, which advises his offi ce.
The county’s beach nourishment fund re-

ceives half the proceeds from the occupancy 
tax, which is 6% of gross receipts derived 

from any room, lodging, campsite or ac-
commodation furnished by any hotel, motel, 
inn, condominium, cottage, campground or 
rental agency. The Crystal Coast Tourism 
and Development Authority receives the 
other half of the revenue.

The eclipse of the $1 million mark means 
September is the fourth month in which the 
occupancy tax revenue has exceeded $1 mil-
lion, joining June, July and August, which 
have hit that mark many years. July has 
even exceeded $2 million.

Further, Mr. Rudolph said during the 
meeting Monday, the banner September 
means the season broke the all-time record 
for any year.

“We are sitting at $7,832,947 at the end 
of September and thus are 16.4 percent 
ahead of last year’s pace as it stands now,” 
he said. “Our highest ever total for an entire 
calendar year is $7,621,795 in 2018, mean-
ing 2020 will easily break the $8 million 
mark for the calendar year and will also 
easily be our year-of-record in terms of oc-
cupancy tax collections.”

Mr. Rudolph and others have said they 
believe the novel coronavirus pandemic and 
travel restrictions Gov. Roy Cooper imposed 
convinced more people than usual to stay 
close to home for vacations.

“Hopefully, those people will say, ‘Hey, 
that (Bogue Banks vacation) was nice. Let’s 
go back to that place again,” beach commis-
sion Chairperson and Atlantic Beach Mayor 
Trace Cooper said after Mr. Rudolph’s 
report.

Another likely factor, the shore protection 
manager said, is that “more of the public is 
working remotely which allows them the 
freedom to spend time at destination loca-
tions, like the beaches of Carteret County. 
We should see this trend continue through 
the shoulder months and into the winter.”

Finally, Mr. Rudolph said, it appears 
the 2020 surge is “across the board” with 
respect to the hotel/motel, condo/cottage and 
“other” sectors. The “other” sector includes 
private rentals, such as those on Craigslist 
or Airbnb. That sector was up dramatically 
this season, “which makes intuitive sense as 
there are many visitors making last-minute, 
on-the-fl y vacation or remote working/living 
plans based on the ever-changing COVID-
19 situation,” Mr. Rudolph speculated. 

Adding half of the occupancy tax for 
September left the beach nourishment fund 
at approximately $29 million after expendi-
tures at the end of the month.

SeptembertourismtoCarteretCountysetsanotherrecord

“For September 2020, the total collection 
was $1,000,631, which not only breaks 

the record for this particular month 
– $720,343 in 2018 – but also signifies 

the first time ever the month of September 
has eclipsed the $1 million mark.

— Greg Rudolph, 
manager of the county shore protection office

”

A Cool Million $

Although beaches are now less crowded, occupancy tax revenues for Carteret County in September 
topped $1 million for the fi rst time, continuing a record-setting year for tourism. (Brad Rich photo)

the meeting. “We’re fortunate we 
have two good options. But what 
we are doing is working, let’s stay 
with it.”

Others on the panel agreed.

County at-large beach panel 
member Larry Baldwin said his 
concern was what was most reli-
able in terms of future funding, 
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