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BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT

The Carteret County Health 
Department reported the 
county’s 52nd death caused 
by complications related to 
COVID-19 Wednesday.

Health officials said in a 
release the resident who died 
was in their 40s and had pre-
existing health conditions. 

“We were sad to hear of 
this resident’s passing and we 
send our condolences to their 
family and friends,” County 
Consolidated Human Services 
Director Cindy Holman said 
in the release. “I encourage 
everyone to get the vaccine 
to protect yourself and help 
protect your neighbors from 
contracting this deadly virus.”

The county will not release 
any further information about 
the individual in order to pro-
tect the privacy of their family, 
officials added.

The health department also 
reminds residents the final first 
dose mass vaccination clinic 
took place Friday at the former 
Kmart building in Morehead 
City. 

After Friday, individuals who 
want to receive a COVID-
19 vaccine can visit myspot.
nc.gov to find a local provider 
offering the shot or contact the 
health department for an ap-
pointment. 

Carteret County 
reports 52nd  
COVID-related death 

Ethel Shackelford, Cape Carteret
Sarah Sasser, Smithfield
Suzann Owen, San Diego, Calif.
George Hinnant, Wilson
Virginia Hicks, Cape Carteret
Richard Blum, Newport
George Russell, Beaufort
Richard Cotter, Havelock

Jane McConlogue, Morehead City
David Wilke, Newport
Cecil Beaird Jr., Carteret County
Dennis Delorier, Emerald Isle
Norman Mundell, Newport
Laurie Morris, Atlantic
Kenneth Salmon, Newport
Junior Johnson, Newport

See TAX HIKE Page 5A
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Maps displays planning level crash data from 
NCDOT Traffic Safety Unit from 2015-19.

12
Number of fatalies in Carteret County due to 

vehicle crashes in 2019

carteret county roads by the numbers
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$78,732
Average cost per crash in Carteret County 

81st
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out of 100 counties in North Carolina

new money

CAPE CARTERET

Cape Carteret commissioners begin trim of 
$1.82M budget to avoid property tax hike
BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — Cape 
Carteret commissioners worked 
their way through a long review 
of town manager Zach Steffey’s 
proposed fiscal 2021-22 budget 
Wednesday, suggesting changes 
but reaching few conclusions.

The work session was in town 
hall and on GoToMeeting, and 
commissioners are expected to 
hold at least a two more budget 
sessions.

The budget calls for $1.82 
million in expenditures and 
revenue, but after adjustments 
Wednesday, Mr. Steffey said 
revenue was still about $24,450 
short.

If things stand as they were 
at the beginning of the session 
Wednesday, the town’s expen-
ditures in 2021-22 would be 
about $196,510 higher than in 
2020-21.

If nothing changes, Mr. 
Steffey said the current expendi-
tures would require a 0.75-cent 
property tax increase, from 
21.25 cents per $100 of assessed 
value to 22 cents to balance the 
budget. That’s down from the 
1.75-cent increase he said would 
be necessary when he first pre-
sented his draft in mid-April.

“We’re pretty close,” the 
manager said. “We’ve just got to 

figure out what to do.”
Mr. Steffey, like commission-

ers, said the town’s budgets are 
always hard as revenue is tight 
and heavily dependent upon 
residential property taxes no one 
wants to increase.

“It’s razor-thin, like it is every 
year,” he said, referring to the 
margin for improving services 
without a tax hike.

Several commissioners have 
already said they won’t vote for 
a property tax increase, but they 
don’t want to cut services and, 
in fact, want to improve or add 
some.

For example, Commissioner 
Steve Martin pushed for ad-
ditional money in the parks and 
recreation department budget, 
especially in light of the fact the 
town just bought a $100,000 
piece of land for a small park 
along Bogue Sound, off Lejeune 
Road.

“It’s like this every year,” 
Mr. Martin said. “There’s never 
enough money for parks. The 
No. 1 complaint I hear from ev-
eryone in town is the condition 
of the parks.”

He suggested including 
money for a grill, a fence, paint-
ing a building, picnic tables and 
a small parking area for the new 
park. But all of the town’s park 
space could use improvement, 

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Superintendent Dr. Rob 
Jackson will present a proposed budget on how 
to spend an estimated $6.1 million in federal 
funds being allocated to Carteret County 
Schools to offset the impacts of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The proposed budget will be considered 
during the Carteret County Board of Education 
meeting, set to begin at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the 
school system’s central office on Safrit Drive. 
The meeting will be broadcast live on the 
school system’s YouTube channel. In addition, 
there will be a limited number of chairs avail-
able to the public because of physical distanc-
ing requirements. Seating will be available on 
a first-come, first-seated basis.

Public comments can be emailed to superi
ntendent@carteretk12.org by noon Tuesday. 

They will be read at the board meeting.
During the board’s April 13 meeting, Dr. 

Jackson said he had been notified the school 
system would receive about $6.1 million as 
part of a second wave of federal Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief Sta-
bilization, or ESSERS, funds.

A third allotment of $13.83 million in ESS-
ERS money is expected in the future.

In order to receive the money, school 
administration must submit a budget to the 
N.C. Department of Public Instruction by 
Sunday, May 9 on how the funds will be spent. 
The money must be spent by Saturday, Sept. 
30, 2023, and used to offset impacts of the 
pandemic.

Dr. Jackson didn’t say when the spending 
plan for the third allotment of ESSERS funds 
must be submitted. He did say those funds 

Schoolboardtoconsiderspendingplan
for$6.1MinCOVID-19relieffunds

Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson will present a proposed budget on how to spend an estimated $6.1 mil-
lion in federal funds being allocated to Carteret County Schools to offset the impacts of the coronavirus 
pandemic. (file photo)

See FUNDS Page 5A

he said.
Mr. Steffey added a little 

money to the parks and recre-
ation budget, but said he’d try 
to find a way to provide more. 
He had already included funds 
for kayak storage racks.

The town is planning to lease 
three new police vehicles and 
two new public works vehicles 
under a new program with 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car, but Mr. 
Martin suggested there might 
be some way to use some of 
the money earmarked for that 
program for parks. 

Mr. Steffey strongly support-
ed the lease program in general, 
however, as did Police Chief 

Bill McKinney. 
Under the lease program, the 

town could get three new police 
cars for less than the cost of 
buying one, Mr. Steffey said.

In addition, Mr. Martin and 
Mayor Will Baker asked the 
manager to look into obtaining 
body cameras for officers. 

Mr. Steffey said he’d do that 
and isn’t worried about the cost 
of the cameras, but about the 
infrastructure necessary to sup-
port them. The Cape Carteret 
Police Department would need 
new computer equipment, 
cloud storage capabilities and 

During a fiscal 2021-22 budget work session Wednesday, Cape Carteret 
Commissioner Steve Martin said he’d like to see more money in the tax-
and-spending plan to improve the town’s parks, such as this small one at 
the end of Bonita Street. (Brad Rich photo)
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