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POLL
QUESTION

Will you take the 
Covid-19 vaccine? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Sherrill Hurst, Bear Creek
Gary Davis, Gloucester
John Waters, Emerald Isle
Kathy Edwards, Morehead City
Johnise Koonce, New Bern
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Larry Kirk, Goldsboro 
Dorothy Marks, Emerald Isle
George Briggs, Morehead City

Paul James, Morehead City
Tyron Roberts, Morehead City 
Donald Miller, Burlington 
Susan Griffi th, Stella
Ernest Phillips Jr., Stella
Barron Taylor, Newport
Kim Johnson, Morehead City
Theresa Smith, Havelock
Shirley Vander Sys, Greenville
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The Carteret County Health 
Department announced the 22nd 
confi rmed death of county resident 
due to COVID-19 Monday as cases 
rose by 92 since Friday.

In a release, the county said 
the individual died Sunday from 
complications associated with 
COVID-19. The person was in their 
90s and had preexisiting health 
conditions, according to the health 
department.

“The Health Department extends 
our deepest sympathies to the family 
and loved ones of this resident,” 
Health Director Stephanie Cannon 
said in the release.

Ms. Cannon said people can 
help prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus by keeping gatherings 
small and outdoors, if possible, 
wearing masks when around oth-
ers, staying home when sick and 
washing hands often.

The county reported 1,142 total 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases Mon-
day, of which 319 are considered 
active and 1,801 have recovered. 
Carteret Health Care in Morehead 
City reported nine COVID-19 hos-
pitalizations, as of Monday.

The Carteret County public 
school system reported six addition-
al COVID-19 cases, including one 
at Down East Middle/Smyrna El-
ementary School, two at Morehead 
City Primary School, one at Newport 
Middle School, one at Broad Creek 
Middle School and one at Carteret 
Preschool in Newport.

The county’s latest update 
comes as the state hits record-high 
numbers of COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations. The N.C. De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services reported more than 4,300 
new COVID-19 cases Monday 
and 2,240 hospitalizations, a new 
record. 

County reports 22nd 
COVID-19 death 
Monday, 92 new 
cases since Friday

BY J.J. SMITH
NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND 
—Talk to enough people 
Saturday afternoon at the 
Core Sound Decoy Festival 
and you heard some version 
of “pleasantly surprised.”

The event, in its 33rd 
year and held in conjunction 
with the annual Waterfowl 
Weekend at the Core Sound 
Waterfowl Museum and 
Heritage Center, looked 
much different than previ-
ous iterations.

Gone were the big 
crowds and hustle and 
bustle on Harkers Island. 
In their place was a laid-
back event during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
held mostly outdoors under 
a partly cloudy sky with 
temperatures approaching 
60 degrees.

“It’s been a great experi-

After two years of being ranked in a 
lower tier, Carteret is once again among the 
state’s 20 most economically well-off coun-
ties, according to an updated tier ranking list 
released last week. 

Every year, the N.C. Department of 
Commerce ranks the state’s 100 counties 
based on economic well-being, assigning 

each county a tier designation. The 40 most 
distressed counties are designated Tier 1, the 
next 40 are Tier 2 and the 20 least economi-
cally distressed counties — now including 
Carteret — are Tier 3. 

The tier system, which is mandated by 
state law, is incorporated into state pro-
grams to encourage economic activity in 

less prosperous areas. Certain state pro-
grams and funding opportunities are only 
available to tier 1 and 2 counties, meaning 
Carteret County’s shift to Tier 3 could affect 
its participation in some current or future 
programs. 

Carteret ranked as the state’s 76th most 
distressed county in 2019 and the 70th most 

movingup Carteretisonceagainamongthestate’s
20mosteconomicallywell-offcounties

2021 County Tier 
Designations

distressed county in 2020, plac-
ing it in the Tier 2 category for 
those two years. The NCDOC’s 
updated rankings put Carteret 
County as the 87th most dis-
tressed county in the state in 
2021, making it a Tier 3 county. 
The county was designated as 
Tier 3 prior to 2019, as well.

In a memo issued with the up-
dated tier rankings, the NCDOC 
said Carteret County’s shift was 
largely driven by a change in the 
county’s unemployment rate rank, 
which moved from 38th to 80th, 
with the higher ranking represent-
ing lower relative unemploy-
ment rates. In an email to county 
offi cials that was shared with the 
News-Times, Carteret County 
Economic Development Director 
Don Kirkman said the coronavi-
rus pandemic likely had an impact 
on the rankings this year. 

“Although the county’s 
unemployment rate rose from 
last year’s 4.5% to 5.62%, the 

pandemic caused unemploy-
ment rates to rise much higher 
in other counties relative to our 
increase,” he wrote. 

In addition to unemployment 
rates, the NCDOC considers 
median household income, 
percentage growth in population 
and adjusted property tax base 
per capita when determining 
rankings. For 2021, Carteret 
County ranks 97th in adjusted 
property tax base per capita, 
49th in three-year population 
growth and 82nd in median 
household income. 

Mr. Kirkman noted popula-
tion growth spurred by devel-
opment of the Interstate 42 
corridor could drive Carteret 
County’s tier ranking in the 
coming years.

“Although I would expect to 
see Carteret’s unemployment 
rate ranking drop next year once 
the pandemic is behind us, I an-
ticipate that we will see a rise in 

population growth in the coming 
years as more I-42 segments are 
completed,” he wrote. “Those 
two factors will largely deter-
mine whether Carteret County 
will remain a Tier 3 county in 
2022 and beyond.”

Carteret County received two 
economic development grants 
in 2020 that were likely helped 
by its Tier 2 designation, Mr. 
Kirkman added. Parker Offshore 
received a One North Carolina 
Fund grant, which requires a 
50% local match for Tier 2 coun-
ties but a 100% match for Tier 3 
counties, and Bally Refrigerated 
Boxes received a Building Reuse 
Program grant, which are gener-
ally only available to tier 1 and 
2 counties, unless the project is 
located in a rural census tract in a 
Tier 3 county.

Also, Mr. Kirkman said the 
county’s ranking shift could af-
fect its eligibility for the state’s 
broadband GREAT grant pro-

gram, which is generally only 
offered to tier 1 and 2 counties, 
as well as rural tracts in Tier 3 
counties.

“This could have an impact 
on our ability to pursue grants 
for broadband infrastructure 
expansion in Carteret County,” 
he noted. 

The Carteret County public 
school system will also likely 
be affected by the change in the 
county’s tier ranking. Superin-
tendent Dr. Rob Jackson said the 
county will lose access to many 
grants and other state programs 
that are limited to school sys-
tems in tiers 1 and 2.

“That is unfortunate because 
when you consider the actual 
students enrolled in our school 
system about half, 54 percent, 
qualify for free or reduced 
meals. That was the percentage 
for the 2018-2019 school year,” 
Dr. Jackson wrote in an email to 
the News-Times.

BY ELISE CLOUSER

Map shows the updated county tier rankings, with Tier 1 coun-
ties considered the most economically distressed and Tier 3 
counties the least economically distressed. Carteret County was 
ranked as a Tier 3 county for 2021. (News-Times illustration)

Decoy Festival, Waterfowl Weekend adapt for successful events

Corey Lawrence points out a decoy to Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center Collec-
tions Manager Pam Morris, left, as Sam Humphries and his son, Sammy, look on Saturday during 
weekend events on Harkers Island. (J.J. Smith photo)

Santa Paws Tree helps shelter animals
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Elisabeta Simpson, Beaufort
Walter Chadwick, Beaufort
Patrick Gillikin, Otway
Harold Fisher Jr., Beaufort
Peter Leo, Emerald Isle
Ruby Gaskill, Morehead City

ence,” said Corey Law-
rence, whose father, David, 
co-founded the Core Sound 

Decoy Carvers Guild. “I’ve 
really liked the fl ow. As 
a vendor, there has been 

just enough people come 
through, and it’s given 
me the opportunity to talk 

to everyone I’ve wanted 
to speak to and not feel 
rushed. I think people have 
felt pretty comfortable.”

While she may have 
wished for a “normal” 
decoy festival, guild board 
member June Bryan also 
appreciated the relaxed 
nature of an event, which 
stood in stark contrast to 
past years when parking 
and personal space inside 
the guild building was hard 
to come by.

“It’s been very enjoy-
able,” she said. “We’ve 
had time to visit with folks 
from all over. The worst 
thing would be if we didn’t 
get to visit with each other 
and see our friends that we 
haven’t seen since this time 
last year.”

Carvers tailgated in 
the front yard of the guild 
and set up their decoys on 

tables behind their trucks. 
The new setup didn’t dis-
suade collectors.

Mr. Lawrence, a Harkers 
Island native who has been 
involved with the festival 
much of his life, was one of 
many carvers who recalled 
a successful day selling 
work.

“I haven’t sold what I 
do in a normal year, but 
I’ve done pretty well,” 
Greg Sorrell of Greenville 
said. “This has been a good 
show.”

Mr. Sorrell was celebrat-
ing his 10th year at the 
event, while Casey Arthur 
of Beaufort has been in-
volved for six years.

“I think it’s going really 
well, especially consider-
ing everything,” Mr. Arthur 
said. “There has been a 
good amount of foot 
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