
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Peletier ready to build community building

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Look inside today’s Tideland News for your July 4th Flag!

Hubert native LaMarca carries on a family tradition, Page 2
Several area students earn college degrees and honors, Page 11
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Swansboro Town 
Hall and Swansboro 
Recreation Center will 
be closed on Thursday, 
July 4, in observance of 
Independence Day.

Also, trash and recy-
cling pickup will be 
altered in the town this 
week due to the July 4 
holiday. Instead of pick-
up on Thursday as usual, 
trash and recycling 
pickup will take place on 
Friday, July 5.

Onslow County 
offices will be closed on 
Thursday.

Onslow County 
Landfill and the conve-
nience sites will all be 
closed for the holiday, 
July 4.

Swansboro Branch 
Library will be closed on 
Thursday in observance 
of the holiday.

Financial institu-
tions will be closed on 
Thursday as will the 
U.S. Post Office in 
Swansboro.

Swansboro’s ABC 
Store will be closed on 
Thursday, July 4. And, 
there is a possibility that 
when the ABC Store 
opens on Friday, July 
5, it will be in the new 
loation.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
Rain is in the 

weekend weather 
forecast. Highs will be 
in the upper-80s with 
lows in the mid-70s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Grant Gawronski, 
who was a student 
in Patricia Burke’s 
first grade class at  
Elementary School.

Holiday 

closings

Commentary

Sea Scout ship 

loans life jackets
Thanks to a $2,500 grant from the 

Sea Tow Foundation – and in time for 
the July 4th weekend – Swansboro Sea 
Scouts Ship-3 constructed a life jacket 
loaner stand at the Cedar Point Wildlife 
Access Ramp on Saturday, June 15.

Josh Davenport, ship committee 
chairman, said the ship was able to 
purchase 84 life jackets. The work took 
place with permission from the N.C. 
Wildlife Resources Commission.

This life jacket loaner stand is for the 

public to use, free of charge.
The program is honor-based, and a 

quantity of life jackets is held in reserve 
in case jackets are not returned, accord-
ing to Davenport.

“Life jackets are available in sizes for 
Infant, child, youth, adult universal, and 
adult oversize,” he said. “Ship-3 worked 
with North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commission to obtain permission to set 

In a press release last 
week, Republican Sen. Dan 
Bishop disputed Democrats’ 
claims about expansion 
of Medicaid, as made in a 
twitter-based session.

Among the claims and 
the rebuttal …

Sen. Michael Garrett 
said: More than 500,000 
people would gain access 
to healthcare with Medicaid 
expansion, and everyone 

else would see their insur-
ance premiums drop.

Bishop said:  In reality, 
almost 300,000 of those 
500,000 are already eligible 
for government-subsidized 
private insurance cover-
age on the marketplace 
or are currently receiving 
coverage through their 
employer and would be 
forced onto the Medicaid 

(See ‘MYTHS,’ page �)

Swansboro Sea Scouts Ship-3 
recently completed a project that 
will make lifejackets available 
to boaters accessing the Cedar 

Point Wildlife Resources boat fa-
cility. The project is one that goes 
to the heart of the Sea Scout mis-
sion. (Photo contributed)

Economics

Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina has been a 
sticking point for the state’s Republican budget writers. 
The lawmakers declined to include it in the budget and 
Gov. Roy Cooper said he would veto the budget without 
it.

What follows are commentaries on the economic 
benefits of expanding Medicaid and a Republican rebut-
tal to certain claims about Medicaid expansion.

Falsehoods

(See BENEFITS, page �)

On June 26, Cone 
Health Foundation and 
the Kate B. Reynolds 
Charitable Trust unveiled 
the results of a study on 
Medicaid expansion in 
North Carolina. A report on 
the study follows.

Expanding Medicaid 
would create more than 
37,000 new jobs and insure 
approximately 365,000 
more people, according to a 

new non-partisan analysis. 
The George Washington 
University prepared the 
report with funding from 
Cone Health Foundation 
and the Kate B. Reynolds 
Charitable Trust.

About half the jobs cre-
ated would be in health 
care (such as hospitals or 
clinics), while almost half 
would be in other sectors, 

Colors of the day

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro’s hunt for a 
town manager is over, and 
the town did not have to go 
too far to find him.

Chris Seaberg, who has 
served as Cedar Point town 
administrator since 2006, 
has been named to the 
Swansboro post. His hiring 
was announced in emails on 
Friday, June 28, by Cedar 
Point and Swansboro.

In her email, Cedar 
Point Clerk Jayne Calhoun 
said, “Mr. Chris Seaberg 
has accepted a position 
(with) Swansboro as town 
manager. We here at town 
hall are like a big family, 
and we will surely miss 
Chris, but wish him the 
best of luck in his future 
endeavors.”

Alissa Fender, 
Swansboro deputy clerk, 
issued an email on June 28 
that stated Seaberg would 
begin his employment with 
Swansboro on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3. His annual salary 
will be $85,000, up from 
his Cedar Point salary of 
$72,000. 

There will be no shortage of 
sunshine – shown here acting as 
a backlight – or American flags as 

we celebrate Independence Day on 
Thursday, July 4. The weather will 
be hot and sunny. (Rulon photo)

Chris Seaberg

Manager 

is named
Chris Seaberg

Reached by telephone 
on Friday, Seaberg said he 
is excited by the opportu-
nity.

“This is a great career 
move for me,” he said 

By Jimmy Williams

Town commissioners have 
given their approval for the town 
and Swansboro Police Department 
to partner with other agencies in an 
effort to deal with drug overdoses 
in a rapid manner.

But the OK did not come with-
out a board squabble.

Commissioner Brent Hatlestad 
– who did not oppose the plan itself 
 – took issue with the way an advi-
sory panel would be seated. And, 
when it came time to vote on the 
town entering a memorandum of 
understanding, Hatlestad chose to 
abstain.

Paula Webb, town clerk and 
interim manager, said that accord-

ing to Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners policy, Hatlstad’s 
vote counted as a “yes.”

In a written presentation to 
the town board on June 25, Ken 
Jackson, chief of the Swansboro 
Police Department, said, “The 
Quick Response Team is des-
ignated to provide differential 
responses, to reduce the volume of 

heroin and opiate overdoses and/or 
overdose deaths in Onslow County 
and bridge the gap to addiction 
treatment and recovery services for 
individuals and their families.”

Other agencies involved in the 
MOU are Onslow County and the 
city of Jacksonville, according 

Selection process disputed

(See SELECTION, page �)

(See JACKETS, page �)

(See SWANSBORO, page �)

It is time to renew 
your membership in the 
Swansboro Historical 
Association.

Annual memberships, 
which range from $10 to 
$500, are due now, accord-
ing to Cyndi Schachter, 
membership chairman.

For details on how 
to renew or sign up, call 
Schachter at (910) 330-
8542 or email cyndi.
schachter@gmail.com.

Renewal 

time now


