
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret rescinds support for study

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Exiting commissioners receive praise for town service, Page 5
Swansboro girls basketball continues its winning ways, Page 11

Swansboro Elementary featured in It’s Elementary, Page 12

CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.carolinacoastonline.com • For a classified: classifieds@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

Local birding expert 
JoAnne Powell will lead 
a birding cruise for the 
N.C. Coastal Federation 
on the White Oak River 
in Swansboro on Dec. 
15, 10 a.m.-noon.

The group will slow-
ly cruise on a covered 
ferryboat through the 
estuaries in and around 
the White Oak River and 
Bogue Sound, includ-
ing Huggins and Bear 
islands, looking for resi-
dent and migratory birds.

The program fee 
is $20 for Coastal 
Federation members and 
$25 for nonmembers. 
All ages are welcome, 
though the program is 
geared toward adults. 
Participants will meet at 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park Visitor Center in 
Swansboro and are asked 
to bring binoculars, 
water and a snack and to 
dress appropriately for 
the weather.

Registration is 
required and is nonre-
fundable.

For information, call 
(252) 393-8185.

Hammocks Beach 
State Park is 1572 
Hammocks Beach Road 
in Swansboro.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
Expect rain on 

Saturday and sun-
shine on Sunday, with 
highs in the mid-60s 
and lows in the mid-
40s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by William Raybould-
Vassallo, a student 
in Issa Platt’s first 
grade at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

Birding 

expert 

to lead 

cruise

Commentary

Farm aid 

offsets tarrifs, 

encourages 

support

UMC Florence 

relief continues
By Ann vonHoorn

It has been 15 months since 
Hurricane Florence upended our area 
with violent winds and three days of 
rain, Sept. 14-16, 2018. Homes in the 
Swansboro area were severely damaged 
by this catastrophic storm, and several 

have had to be demolished.
But since this past spring, the lower 

level of Building 2 at Swansboro United 
Methodist Church has been home to 
teams of up to 60 volunteers. These 
teams of volunteers from the N.C. 

By Dave Kaplan

As the election in 2020 
draws nearer, more attempts 
have been made to solidify 
political aid and increase 
political support from 
Trump’s various support 
groups, including over $20 
billion in aid to his rural 
areas. An increase in aid to 
farmers would not be unlike 
various packages that have 
come to farmers in the past, 
ultimately for the same 
purpose, to make sure that 
rural America continues to 
support, in this case, the 
political agendas created by 
Trump to make sure that his 
reelection is secure.

Columnist Don Lee, in 
a recent LA Times article, 
comments how “Moving 
to offset the impact his 
trade war has had on rural 

America, President Trump 
has bypassed Congress to 
send some $20 billion in 
aid to farmers, mostly going 
to a bundle of states that 
are essential to his reelec-
tion chances next year.” 
As Trump continues to 
make political moves that 
he hopes will make sure to 
guarantee his election in 
2020, the Democrats con-
tinue to carefully monitor 
his moves, realizing that 
they will significantly affect 
how successful they (the 
Democrats) will be in this 
election cycle.

Throughout American 
history, the same jockeying 
for political positions has 
ensured American farm pol-
icy has always given defer-
ence to various rural farm 

(See AID, page �)(See CONFERENCE, page �)

McHugh ‘picks up’ Bland

Mike McHugh, center, proudly admires the Samuel Swann 
Bland Award he received from Mayor John Davis, third from 
left, on Tuesday, Dec. 3. In the background, town commis-

sioners, from left, Brent Hatlestad, Frank Tursi, Roy Herrick, 
Pat Turner and Phil Keagy, applaud the recipient. (Jimmy 
Williams photo)

Collecting 

litter is key
By Jimmy Williams

As a child, Mike McHugh said 
he would accompany his grandfa-
ther in forays to collect discarded 
newspapers in the Pennsylvania 
town in which they lived. It turned 
out to be a life-altering experience 
for McHugh, leading to a habit that 
– perhaps obsessively – remains 

today.
Primarily because of his 

efforts to keep Swansboro lit-
ter-free, the executive director of 
the Swansboro Area Chamber of 
Commerce has received the 2019 
Samuel Swann Bland Award. 
Mayor John Davis announced the 
award in a special meeting of the 
town commissioners on Tuesday, 
Dec. 3. 

McHugh, 58, moved to 
Swansboro in 2001 after spending 
more than 21 years in commercial 
printing in Washington, D.C., and 
Raleigh. He joined the Jacksonville 

Daily News in 2004 as an advertis-
ing account executive and was also 
a writer at the paper until resigning 
in August 2018.

Though his occupation and 
location may have changed over 
the years, his commitment to a 
clean environment never did. He 
regularly walks along town streets 
and area shorelines collecting – and 
keeping a detailed record – what 
others discard.

That consistency did not go 
unnoticed and as a result, McHugh 
was nominated for the annual 
award.

The Samuel Swann Bland 
Outstanding Community Service 
Award is named for Bland, a for-
mer ranger and superintendent 
at Hammocks Beach State Park, 
Davis stated in prepared remarks.

As a gift from the town to 
Bland upon his retirement, the 
annual award honors those who 
display “the diligent work, lead-
ership and dedication” to the 
Swansboro community for which 
Bland was known. (See related 
article.)
(See ‘COLLECTOR,’ page �)

Stella woman facing charges 

A Stella woman has 
been arrested for having 
“inappropriate relationships 
with students,” according 
to a Dec. 6 press release 
from the Onslow County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Ashley Henson Beasley, 
32, who lives on Longwood 
Drive, was a science 

teacher at Hunters Creek 
Middle School when the 
incidents were alleged. 
A statement from Brent 
Anderson, chief communi-
cations officer with Onslow 
County Schools, said that 
Beasley resigned from the 
school system on Thursday, 
Dec. 5. 

“On Dec. 4, 2019, an 
anonymous tip was received 
on the school’s online 
‘HCMS-Say Something’ 
site about possible inap-
propriate communication 
between a staff member 
and a student,” accord-
ing to the sheriff’s office. 
“The information was that 

a teacher at Hunters Creek 
Middle School was having 
an inappropriate relation-
ship with two 14-year-old 
male students. An investiga-
tion by the Sheriff’s Office 
Special Victim’s Unit was 
began immediately thereaf-

Ashley H. Beasley

‘Inappropriate relationships with students’

Stephanie Hunt, Swansboro 
Site Manager, explains the re-

covery program to members of 
SUMC. (Photo contributed)

(See CHARGES, page �)

It’s not too late to sign 
up for the Swansboro Parks 
and Recreation Department 
Merry Mile Ugly Sweater 
Fun Run!

The run is among the 
many Santa Fest activities 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, 8 
a.m.-noon.

Events at the Swansboro 
Recreation Center are 
planned for all ages.

For information call 
(910) 326-2600.

Run is fun


