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Seafood 
abounds

The N.C. 
Seafood Festival 
returns to the 
Morehead City 
waterfront next 
month.
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BEAUFORT — New reg-
ulatory standards have placed 
a spotlight on commercial 
fishermen, both locally and 
throughout the state. 

During their Monday 
meeting at the administration 
building in Beaufort, coun-
ty commissioners passed a 
resolution declaring Sunday, 
Oct. 6 Commercial Fishing 
Day in Carteret County. 

“The Carteret County 
Board of Commissioners 
fully supports the local 

Commercial Fishing 
Industry,” reads a portion 
of Monday’s resolution. 
“The Board recognizes the 
rich historical significance 
of the Commercial Fishing 
Industry in preserving the 
unique cultural integrity of 
Carteret County; and…the 
Board recognizes the posi-
tive, diverse economic value 
of the Commercial Fishing 
Industry to the wellbeing of 
citizens of Carteret County; 
and…the Board recognizes 
that a sensible balance of 
sound science and common 
sense are both essential for 

effective management of 
fisheries that support both 
commercial and recreation-
al sport fishing interests in 
Carteret County.” 

County commissioners’ 
advocacy for commercial 
fishermen comes in the midst 
of new regulations aimed at 
protecting flounder from 
overfishing. 

In late August, the 
state Marine Fisheries 
Commission voted 6-3 to 
adopt the regulations known 
as Draft Amendment 2. Draft 
Amendment 2 calls for a 
62% reduction in the south-

ern flounder harvest, which 
will be followed by a 72% 
reduction in the harvest start-
ing in 2020. 

In May, the Carteret 
County Marine Fisheries 
Advisory Board convened for 
the first time since February 
2018 specifically to discuss 
the then-pending regulation 
change. Board members 
spent that meeting discussing 
Amendment 2 and a letter 
they planned to send to Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s office. 

“These proposed reduc-
tions will have devastating 

Board declares Oct. 6 Commercial Fishing Day

A commercial fishing trawler points out into Core 
Sound from Davis Thursday morning. (Dylan Ray photo) See Fishing / Page 4A
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EMERALD ISLE 

— Carteret County’s next 
Bogue Banks beach nour-
ishment project appears to 
be a go, as one of two bids 
opened Friday afternoon 
came in under the county’s 
estimate.

Great Lakes Dredge and 
Dock Co. of Illinois sub-
mitted a bid of $28.2 mil-
lion dollars for the project, 
which will put sand on west-
ern Atlantic Beach, all of 
Pine Knoll Shores, a small 
portion of state-owned land 
in Salter Path and western 
Emerald Isle beginning in 
mid-November.

The bid was below the 
$30 million Carteret County 
Shore Protection Office 
Manager Greg Rudolph had 
projected.

Low bid
on beach
project
at $28M

See Bid / Page 3A
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BEAUFORT — When 
East Carteret High School 
athletic booster president 
Allison Struyk heard 
about the devastation to 
Ocracoke and its school 
from Hurricane Dorian, 
she wanted to do some-
thing to help.

She and other ECHS 
parents, students and 
teachers decided to orga-
nize a special weekend 
to give Ocracoke middle 
and high school students 
a break from the ongo-
ing recovery after the 
Category 1 storm caused 
major flooding Sept. 5-6.

The idea quickly snow-
balled and within four 
days Ms. Struyk said she 
and a group of volunteers 
had arranged to bring 78 
middle and high school 
students, plus teacher 
chaperones, to the coun-
ty for a weekend of fun 
Friday through Sunday.

As news of the idea 
spread, Ms. Struyk said 
she was overwhelmed 
with people wanting to 
help.

“This came together in 
four days and we actually 
had to start turning people 
away because we had so 
many donations and vol-
unteers,” Ms. Struyk said 
Friday as she ate a donat-
ed meal in the cafeteria 
with the students.

“I think having our 
community just go through 
Hurricane Florence last 
year is what did it. We 
get it and understand what 
they’re going through,” 
Ms. Struyk said.

ECHS welcomes Ocracoke students

Thanks to support from 
area restaurants, businesses, 
the Big Rock Foundation 
and other groups, students 
got an Ocracoke Island 
Students’ Weekend they 
won’t soon forget. Plus, 
everything was sponsored 
and free to students and 
their chaperones.

The group started off 
Friday afternoon enjoy-
ing various activities at 
ECHS, from art and music 
activities to basketball and 
games. They also attended 

a soccer match and played 
laser tag.

Saturday and Sunday, 
students toured coun-
ty sites, from the N.C. 
Maritime Museum in 
Beaufort to the N.C. 
Aquarium in Pine Knoll 
Shores. They also visited 
several amusement attrac-
tions, enjoying bumper 
cars, miniature golf, movies 
and more. Area restaurants 
donated meals, and the Big 
Rock Foundation donated 
$18,400 to buy each student 

items they may have lost to 
the storm, including shoes 
and school supplies.

The students stayed at 
Camp Albemarle near 
Newport for the weekend.

Karen Jordan, a senior 
at Ocracoke School, a pre-

kindergarten through grade 
12 institution, said she was 
overwhelmed by the gener-
osity of the county.

“I am very grateful,” she 
said. “It’s kind of incredible 

Ocracoke School seventh-grade student Catherine Todd paints Friday in the East Carteret High School art room, 
taking a break from the devastation  Hurricane Dorian brought to her island Sept. 5-6. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See Students / Page 4A
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This story is part of an 
ongoing anniversary series 
on Hurricane Florence, 
which struck in September 
2018, and the storm’s lin-
gering effects on Carteret 
County and its residents.

BEAUFORT — Officials 
with the Beaufort Housing 
Authority have expressed a 
desire to expand their offer-
ings, though doing so might 
take some time. 

This is according to Tara 
Timblin, executive direc-
tor of the Beaufort Housing 
Authority. 

For the past year, hous-
ing, particularly affordable 
housing, has been a point of 
concern for county and town 
officials and residents alike. 
Hurricane Florence, which 
struck in September 2018, 
devastated and displaced 
people throughout the area. 

After the storm, a 

Housing
authority
looks to
expand

See Housing / Page 4A

A group of volunteers board the Cedar Island Ferry earlier this month to make 
their way to Ocracoke where they gutted about 200 homes. (Contributed photo)

Down East, church
rally for neighbors
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CEDAR ISLAND 

—National relief agencies 
are now on the ground in 
Ocracoke, providing assis-
tance following the devas-
tating effects of Hurricane 
Dorian.

But in the early days 
after the storm, it was 
islanders helping islanders 
– with an assist from a 
Morehead City pastor.

Almost exactly a year 
ago, Ocracokers came 21 
miles across Pamlico Sound 
bringing supplies to family 
and friends on Cedar Island 
when Hurricane Florence 
cut them off from the rest 
of the county.

Now it was the Cedar 
Islanders’ turn.

Commercial fishing 
boats usually fitted to make 
a living were packed with 
household and food items 
to provide a lifeline to the 
small village to the north 
the morning of Sept. 7.

“We knew we had to 
respond quickly,” Cedar 
Island resident Jessica 
Emory said. “We saw there 
was a need, and you can’t 
always wait for someone 
to tell you to take action. 
Time was precious. We 
had the resources to make 
it happen. We have a real 
understanding what it is 
like to go through this.”

See Down East/Page 5A

 ‘Their streets are lined right now with people’s 

lives and just getting a few days away from that 

means a lot for them.’      

— Patricia Piland,

Ocracoke School teacher
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