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The weekend weath-
er will be sunny on 
Saturday with a chance 
of rain on Sunday. The 
high temperatures will 
be in the upper-70s and 
lows in the low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Aria 
Kubat, who is a student 
in Debi Constable’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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In the News-Times ...

F3 Carterico, a Carteret County fit-
ness-and-faith group, donated $13,000 to 
BackPack Friends, which provides week-
end nutrition for students in need.

In today’s Tideland News ...

Work underway to add pervious parking at Ward Shore Park, Page 5

Emerald Isle Local Fest planned for April 3 features local acts, Page 6

Swansboro lacrosse team makes first-ever playoff appearance, Page 8

Hammocks Beach State Park staff conducted a controlled 
burn on 115 acres at the park in early March. Included in 
the burn was the section between FFA Road and 4H Camp 
Road. This is the third burn on this section of woodland, with 
the last burn taking place in 2019. The main purposes of the 

burn are to reduce the fuel load on the ground to prevent 
wildfires and to help restore some of the longleaf pine habi-
tat. Along with Hammocks Beach staff, members of the park 
system’s natural resources team assisted in the burn. (Pete 
Rulon photos)

Burning to make it better

Commentary

Lake Erie, 

while a lake, 

is impressive 

when seen, 

experienced
By Barry Fetzer

The Great Lakes … 
they’re appropriately named 
being one of America’s 
greatest natural resources. 
The Great Lakes hold over 
5,400 cubic miles of water, 
thereby comprising more 
than 20 percent of the 
world’s surface freshwater. 
Gouged out by glaciers and 
leftovers from the Ice Age, 
they are truly one of the 
world’s natural wonders.

I have a particular affin-
ity for what I consider the 
greatest of our Great Lakes: 
Lake Erie. It’s an affin-
ity that may be difficult 

to understand for those of 
us living near the Atlantic 
Ocean. In the big scheme 
of things, Lake Erie isn’t all 
that impressive, especially 
if you’ve never seen it. In 
addition to being freshwa-
ter and therefore without 
the normal lineup of salty 
sea-villains like shark, 
Portuguese Men-of-War or 
barracuda, Lake Erie is tiny 
compared to the Atlantic 
Ocean. And it’s the shal-
lowest of the Great Lakes 
too. The Atlantic Ocean is 
almost 500 times as big as 
all the Great Lakes com-

SES chickens 

get new digs

Swansboro Elementary School 
students, from left, Levi Lagrot-
teria, Evangelina Diep, Avalyn Al-

varez and Madeline Bollinger sit in 
front of the new chicken coop at 
the school. (Zack Nally photo)

By Zack Nally

Swansboro Elementary School’s 
resident chickens, “Midnight” and 
“Moonlight,” will no longer have any 
trouble “social distancing.”

Thanks to a Bright Ideas Grant and 
the hard work of the Swansboro High 

School carpentry class, taught by Roy 
Fish, the two fowls received a new coop 
on Friday, March 5. The new digs were 
roughly three times the size of the old 
coop.

“I’m so excited,” kindergarten teacher 

(See LAKE, page �)(See CHICKENS, page �)

Easter 

closings 

planned
Easter Sunday 2021 

is April 4 and that means 
that some schedules will 
have to be adjusted.

Swansboro’s town 
hall and recreation cen-
ter will be closed for 
the holiday on Friday, 
April 2.

Also closed on April 
2 will be Onslow County 
offices and the Onslow 
County refuse collection 
sites.

Swansboro ABC 
Store will not close for 
the holiday.

Swansboro Branch 
Library, which is only 
offering a curb-side ser-
vice, will take the holi-
day on Friday, April 2.

Some financial 
institutions will take a 
holiday, some will not. It 
would be best to check 
with your bank before 
visiting on Friday, April 
2.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be open as 
usual through the Easter 
Season.

By Jimmy Williams

Urged by town commis-
sioners to quicken the pace 
of work on codifying goals 
in the town’s land-use plan, 
the Swansboro Planning 
Board has stepped up its 
game. As a result, town 
commissioners will soon 
have the chance to consider 
approving an amendment to 
the Unified Development 
Ordinance, crafted to 
encourage developers to 
preserve wetlands.

The land-use plan, 
required by the state’s 
Coastal Area Management 
Act, serves as a guide to 
development. Swansboro’s 
plan was updated in 2019 
and included an emphasis 
on being resilient as sea 
level rise. To that end, 
the plan seeks to protect 

Planning board offers rule
Proposed zoning amendments to protect wetlands

wetlands, areas that are 
constantly or intermittently 
water-filled. Wetlands are 
a natural filter, improving 
water quality and control-
ling quantity, which helps 
control flooding.

But while the land-use 
plan provides goals, it takes 
zoning rules to ensure that 
the goals can be met.

Town commissioners 
decided some time ago to 
make codifying the LUP 
goals a priority.

Commissioner Frank 

Tursi, who was chairman of 
the committee that prepared 
the LUP, has been pushing 
for codification.

“The land-use plan is 
now two years old,” he said 
at a recent meeting. “The 
planning board has a direc-
tive, yet nothing much has 
been done.”

The planning board acts 
in an advisory capacity to 
the town commissioners, 
providing input and sug-
gestions on zoning and 
planning matters. Town 

commissioners have the 
final say on any changes. 
The planning board started 
the work in 2019, but was 
interrupted by a change in 
staff followed by the global 
pandemic.

“I understand the com-
plications,” Tursi said, 
“but I also understand that 
someone on the board or 
on the planning staff has to 
become the champion of 
this if it’s going to get done. 
The decisions that have to 
be made to implement them 

are hard. You are going to 
have to say, ‘No,’ to some-
body.”

Mayor John Davis 
pointed out that the town 
should also take advantage 
of its relationship with 
the Carolina Wetlands 
Association, a nonprofit 
agency that has offered to 
partner with the town on 
seeking ways to strengthen 
rules on wetlands preserva-
tion. (See related story.)

“It would be sad if we 
lost this opportunity,” Davis 
said.

At its regular meeting 
on March 2, the planning 
board heeded the call, by 
not only meeting with 

(See PLANNERS, page �)

The land-use plan is now two years old. The 

planning board has a directive, yet nothing much 

has been done.’
Frank Tursi

Wetlands

Cedar Point will 
offer Spring Cleanup on 
Saturday, March 27.

The town will collect 
yard waste – tree limbs up 
to 6 feet in length, roots, 
pine straw, bushes and 
small tree stumps – but no 
household trash.

Do not bag the items.
Debris must be curbside 

by 7:30 a.m. to be col-
lected.

Saturday cleanup

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=F3&uuid=1c73a246-3fd2-5e5d-9843-b9c710d7174b
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4H&uuid=1c73a246-3fd2-5e5d-9843-b9c710d7174b

