
NEWS

The News-Times is inside,
you get two for one!

Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are all in the N-T

CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

VOLUME 39, NUMBER 49                    SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                                  AUGUST 15, 2018

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.carolinacoastonline.com • For a classified: classified@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News

Long-standing residents, 
new locals and all others who 
love Swansboro-area history 
are invited to a fish fry.

The Swansboro Histori-
cal Association will host its 
second annual Membership 
Drive, General Meeting and 
Fish Fry at Casper’s Marina 
on Aug. 20. The event begins 
at 5 p.m.

The event is free for mem-
bers, and new members are 
welcome to join at the event.

An annual membership for 
an individual is $10.

Fish Fry 

Aug. 20

Four eastern North Carolina chefs, includ-
ing one from Swansboro, advanced to the main 
event of the N.C. Restaurant and Lodging As-
sociation Chef Showdown.

The event features “the best of the best” 
in North Carolina cuisine. The competition 
will crown a “NCRLA Chef of the Year” and 
“NCRLA Pastry Chef of the Year” at the Aug. 
27 event in Charlotte.

Brandon Shepard of Swansboro, owner of 
Urban Street Eats Catering & Food Truck of 

Cedar Point, is among the competitors.
The annual NCRLA Chef Showdown is pre-

sented by Got to be NC Agriculture. In all, 21 
chefs from across the state have been selected 
to compete in the third annual cooking compe-
tition.

Shepard recently opened a restaurant in Ce-
dar Point, site of The Store.

“The decision to open up our brick and 

Swansboro chef 

advances in event

Commentary
Stormwater 

expenses 

are funded 

through fee

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be stormy – what’s 
new? – with highs in the 
mid-80s and lows in the 
mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture was drawn 
by Cruz Hunter, who 
was a student in Kim 
Crittendon’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Scott Chase

Since 2016, Swansboro has 
assessed a stormwater utility fee 
for all properties within town 
limits. Many of you have now 
received your assessment for the 
new fiscal year.

A stormwater utility fee is 
similar to a water or sewer utili-
ty fee. In essence, property own-
ers pay a fee to move stormwa-
ter away from their properties to 
ditches and pipes that are main-
tained by the town. The amount 
they pay is based on the amount 
of concrete, asphalt, roof tiles 
or other impervious surfaces on 
their property. Such constructed 
surfaces produce more stormwa-
ter. So, the more you have, the 
more you pay. This sliding fee 
structure is necessary to main-
tain the public stormwater sys-
tem and represent an equitable 
way for the community to share 
the cost of a public service.

Swansboro also knows it’s 
important to be good stew-
ards of our waterways, which 
make our town so special. The 
bacteria and other pollutants 
in stormwater present a grave 
threat to the White Oak River 
and surrounding creeks. It can 
make oysters and clams danger-
ous to eat and can even make 
swimming unsafe.

The town has adopted a wa-
tershed plan, which has a goal 
of dramatically reducing the 
volume of polluted stormwater 
that enters the river and creeks. 
Having such a plan allows 
the town to apply for federal 
grants that pay for projects to 
reduce stormwater flow. Those 
grants covered a substantial 
portion of the new parking lot 
at Swansboro Town Hall and 
they’ll pay for improvements 
at Ward Shore Park. We use a 

In the Tideland ...
Toni O’Neil of Hubert earns Coastal Carolina award, Page 3
Joe and Diane Rhue receive permission to rent slips, Page 5

See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

SHA event

Michael Taylor of Jack-
sonville – “Shug” to his many 
friends – died on Saturday, Aug. 
12.

Taylor, a retired public school 
teacher who spent most of his 
career at Swansboro Elementary, 
was the beloved organist/pianist/
vocalist at Swansboro United 
Methodist Church. He was a 
Swansboro native who started at 
the church more than 25 years 
ago as music leader at the 8:30 
a.m. service. He was hired when 
the Rev. Susan Pate Greenwood 
was pastor and he eventually 
joined the church.

During his tenure he became 
an integral part of the church’s 
musical programs and spiritual 
life.

Taylor’s Celebration of Life 
service will take place Saturday, 
Aug. 18, at 2 p.m. at Swansboro 
United Methodist.

Leading the service will be 
the Revs. Ray Broadwell and 
Crystal DesVignes.

Taylor, 

teacher, 

musician, 

dies

(See FEE, page �)
(See CHEF, page �)

Brandon Shepard of Swansboro, 
owner of Urban Street Eats Catering & 

Food Truck of Cedar Point, is among 
the competitors. (Photo contributed)

Jennifer Steele, a member of the steering commit-
tee, left, assists Tony D’Errico of Swansboro as he 

completes the digital version of an LUP update survey 
during the open house. (Williams photo)

Citizens show for event
Open house on land-use plan draws 130

By Jimmy Williams

If the first public event is 
any indication, Swansboro’s 
land-use plan update should be 
one that reflects the will of the 
people.

In an open house on Aug. 
7, more than 130 showed up to 
look over, discuss and comment 
on the plan as it has progressed 

to date. That input is critical for 
the committee that is charged 
with drafting the update, ac-
cording to Frank Tursi, a town 
commissioner and the chairman 
of the update committee. Public 
participation is considered key 
to the success of the plan.

“We have a great turnout,” 
Tursi said as he looked around 
the Swansboro Town Hall 

Community Room during the 
open house. “This is more than 
gratifying. People in Swansboro 
care.”

Stewart Engineering, the 
consulting firm that is leading 
the Swansboro update, worked 
with the committee to set up 
the open house. Throughout the 
community room there were 
maps, illustrations and a survey. 

Citizens could peruse past land-
use plans and comment on what 
the next plan should include.

“Stewart did this right,” 
Tursi said.

In the lobby, Icehouse Water-
front Restaurant offered sand-
wiches and Papa John’s Pizza 
offered slices. Inside, there was 

(See PUBLIC, page �)

Kenly 

man 

dies 

in fall 

from 

boat
By Jimmy Williams

A fisherman who was unable 
to get his boat motor started fell 
into the White Oak River and 
drowned on Wednesday, Aug. 8.

The N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission investigated the 
incident. Wildlife Law Enforce-
ment Officer Taylor Cloninger 
of Onslow County said the 
drowning was accidental.

“This one was pretty cut-and-
dried,” she said. “We had four 
witnesses and (another) man 
in the boat and their stories all 
matched up.”

Timothy D. Maynard, 49, of  
Kenly was in the water about 20 
minutes before his body was re-
covered, according to her report. 
The man and his 69-year-old 
friend, James Edgely of Kenly, 
had been fishing in the river off 
Moore Street.

Chief Mark Tessing of the 
Swansboro Fire Department said 
SFD Water Rescue received the 
call for help about 3:40 p.m. 
The rescue vessel, with three 
aboard, was put overboard on 
the Swansboro Causeway about 
10 minutes later.
(See KENLY, page �)


