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The weekend weather 
will be rainy with highs in 
the upper-80s and lows 
in the upper-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Kinslee Perry, who was 
a student in Issa Platt’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• N.C. 24 wreck claims man’s life

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Commissioners OK fund transfer to cover missed sponsorships, Page 3

Swansboro High student athletes begin preseason workouts, Page 7 

Commissioners seek planning board input on accessory structures, Page 8 

While Swansboro canceled its Independence Day cele-
bration in order to limit crowds and the potential spread of 
COVID-19, some folks were able to make their pyrotechnic 

display. Stephen Penland of Hubert inserted a steel wool 
pad into a whisk tied to a short rope, set the pad of fire and 
twirled to create fireworks of sorts. (Pete Rulon photo)

Homemade fireworks

Commentary

For answers, 

practice 

leadership’s 

five traits
By Barry Fetzer

None of us has all the 
answers. In fact, we – each 
of us – likely have few, if 
any, of the answers to life’s 
greatest challenges. Sure. 
Our politicians wax elo-
quently (or not so eloquent-
ly) about a litany of chal-
lenges they claim to have 
the answers to. Citizens 
can be politically involved 
and vote, write, visit, and 
collaborate with their repre-
sentatives to attempt to find 
the answers. And some can 
protest and a few even riot 
and destroy property trying 
to find their answers to our 
national challenges.

While I personally pre-
fer collaboration, peaceful 
protesting and waxing elo-
quently (even ineloquently) 
to rioting, I have to realize 
those preferences of mine 
come from the limits of my 
experiences. I am not, here, 

justifying the destruction 
of property and injuring or 
killing as means to find the 
answers we seek.

But revolution (and its 
accompanying violence) 
can ultimately find answers 
(as our own experiences 
against the British crown in 
America proved) – Thomas 
Jefferson agreed writing, 
“The tree of liberty must be 
refreshed from time to time 
with the blood of patriots 
and tyrants” (although 
this oft-used quote needs 
some context: according to 
Snopes.com, Jefferson “... 
also noted in his letter that 
such acts were often found-
ed by ill- informed groups. 
The remedy to these upris-
ings, according to Jefferson, 
was to ‘set them right as 
to facts, pardon and pacify 
them.’”)

What I am suggesting is 

Swansboro 

loses Chief

Shelton Kellum

By Jimmy Williams

For 43 years he was on call, always 
ready to lend a hand in times of crisis, 
but Wyatt Shelton Kellum of Swansboro 
– better known as Chief – was laid to rest 
this week. Chief, 88, died at his Russell 
Street home on Tuesday, June 30.

Born in Verona, Chief’s family moved 
to Piney Green and then to Cedar Point 
before settling into the family home 
on Swansboro’s Shore Drive in 1954, 
according to his younger brother Tommy. 
Chief never left, except for service, to 
attend broadcast school at N.C. State 
University and then move to Russell 
Street.

Following school, he took a job with 
WJNC, Jacksonville’s AM radio station. 
Between that job and his time at WBBS 
of Jacksonville, he put 25 years in radio. 
He also worked aboard the base for the 
Camp Lejeune Fire Department for 20 
years and later enjoyed a side-gig deliver-
ing for Rob Dozier’s catering service. But 
it was his 43 years with the Swansboro 
Volunteer Fire Department that defined 
Chief’s role in the community. He spent 
25 years as chief of the department and 
was instrumental – working closely 
with Julie Shambaugh, Swansboro town 
administrator – in building the Swansboro 
Public Safety Building.

“He was proud of all that,” Tommy 
said of the work Chief put into the 
growth of the department. It was Kellum 
who helped usher the SVFD into the (See GOOD, page �)

(See CHIEF, page �)

Barracks 

in need 

of items
Hammocks 

Beach State Park and 
the Friends of the 
Hammocks and Bear 
Island, a park support 
group, are looking for 
help refurbishing the 
Barracks, the park intern 
quarters on Bear Island.

The Barracks was 
badly damaged during 
Hurricane Florence in 
2018.

Items needed include 
a refrigerator, a couch, 
a television a television 
stand and end tables.

If you have what may 
be a suitable donation, 
call the park office at 
(910) 326-4881.

era of a paid department, now known as 
Swansboro Fire Department.

Tommy said through it all, Chief 
forged friendships. “He had a lot of 
friends and he appreciated every one of 

By Jimmy Williams

Despite the fact that the 
Swansboro Planning Board voted 
5-0 to recommend denial of allow-
ing food trucks as a permitted use 
in town, the board of commission-
ers chose to consider the request 
anyway. And they have sent the 
matter back to the planning board. 
(See related story.)

The planning board considers 
requests such as text amendments 

and zoning alterations in an advi-
sory capacity. Swansboro commis-
sioners have the final say but when 
the planning board recommends a 
denial, the commissioners have the 
option of not even considering the 
request, effectively denying it.

The planning board considered 
the request, submitted by Elizabeth 
Shepard, owner of the mobile ven-
dor Urban Street Eats, at its May 
meeting. (See related story.)

Town commissioners took up 

the matter at its June 22 meeting. 
The meeting was considered a 
“hybrid,” when meant that four of 
the members, Mayor John Davis 
and Commissioners Larry Philpott, 
P.J. Pugliese and Pat Turner, 
were present and two members, 
Commissioners Laurent Meilleur 
and Frank Tursi, remotely by way 
of the Zoom platform.

Jennifer Ansell, town planner, 
presented the item to the commis-
sion. She said the food trucks are 

not currently allowed in town on a 
regular basis.

“Nonprofit events are exempt-
ed,” she said. “Town-sponsored 
events and festivals are also 
exempted.”

Commissioner Frank Tursi 
referred to the vote to recommend 
denial by the members of the 
Swansboro Planning Board when 
he asked, “Did they discuss a dif-

Food trucks get a second look

(See SECOND, page �)

American Legion Post 
78 of Swansboro, as an 
ongoing service to the com-
munity, collects American 
flags that need to be retired.

The public is welcome 
to bring to the post on 
Corbett Avenue any flags 
that are no longer service-
able. The collection site is 
at the front door.

Once a year, usually on 
or around Flag Day, June 
19, the post disposes of the 
flags in the proper manner.

For information, call 
James Pearce, post mem-
ber, at (910) 326-5119, and 
leave a message.

Legion 

accepts 

retired 

flags


