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Top Dog wins the Big Rock Blue Marlin 

Tournament with a record 914-pounder.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Martha Frame, Mill Creek
Iris Gillikin, Otway
Bobby Riggs, Hubert 
Janet Guthrie, Cedar Point
Robert Gregory, Moyock

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

Low

High

Wed.,June19 Thurs.,June20

9:51a.m.
10:11p.m.

4:05a.m.
3:38p.m.

10:34a.m.
10:52p.m.

4:48a.m.
4:20p.m.

Editorials .....................8-9A
Sports ........................8-10B
Coastal Living .............1-4B
Puzzles ........................... 3B
Business Pulse ............ 10A
Public Notices ................ 5B
Classified Ads .............6-7B

T-Storms

High: 86 
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Atlantic Beach’s Channel
Marker comes down

Early
voting
begins
again
Polls open
for runoff

Teens
explore
area job
market
Focus includes 
local offerings

County reallocates MaST funds to other positions
Board cites uncertainty
with final state budget

Marine Science and Technologies Early College High School student Susanna 
DeMartinis completes a math assignment in January. The county commissioners voted 
5-2 against funding the school next year at a meeting Monday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Bill Downey, right, of Raleigh, takes photographs of the Channel Marker restaurant Tuesday as it is demol-
ished near the base of the Atlantic Beach-Morehead City high-rise bridge in Atlantic Beach. (Dylan Ray photo)

LEFT: An old 
postcard shows 
the Channel 
Marker of the 
past under a pre-
vious name. (File 
photo) BELOW: 
Crews demolish 
the restaurant. 
(Dylan Ray photo)

Phyllis Hunnings, Beaufort
Kenneth Neal, Gloucester
Wendy Willis, Morehead City
Braxton Goodwin, Cedar Island
Warren Vaughn, Morehead City

Crews demolish former restaurant

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Eligible voters will again 
be able to cast a ballot 
in the Republican primary 
for North Carolina’s 3rd 
Congressional District 
with early voting opening 
Wednesday in the runoff 
election.

Carteret County will 
have one early voting site 
for this election cycle, 
at the County Board of 
Elections office, 1702 
Live Oak St., Suite 200, 
next to the public library 
in Beaufort.

Registered Republican 
voters, unaffiliated vot-
ers who cast a Republican 
ballot during the April 30 
primary and voters from 
both those groups who are 
registered but did not vote 
in the April 30 primary can 
cast a ballot in the runoff 
election. 

There will be no 
same-day registration, 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — East 
Carteret High School 
rising junior Chris 
Samojedny has an interest 
in animal science, as well 
as other careers, but isn’t 
sure what he wants to pur-
sue for a profession.

“I love dogs and am 
interested in animals and 
their behavior, but I’m 
also thinking about a 
career in law and poli-
tics, biology or music. I 
have a lot to think about,” 
he said Monday during a 
tour of Live Oak Animal 
Hospital.

Chris is among 25 ris-
ing sophomores through 
seniors who are explor-
ing a variety of career 
options this week at near-
ly 30 county businesses 
as part of the Career and 
Leadership Academy for 
Successful Students.

On Monday, students 
were exposed to not only 
careers in veterinary 
medicine, but dentistry, 
optometry, boatbuilding, 
county and state govern-
ment, law enforcement, 
travel and tourism.

See Polls / Page 5A

See Job / Page 5A

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY 
— The county’s Marine 
Science and Technologies 
Early College High School 
sustained another finan-
cial blow Monday evening 
when county commission-
ers voted 5-2, with commis-
sioners Robin Comer and 
Jimmy Farrington dissent-
ing, to reassign MaST fund-
ing to other county school 
expenditures. 

The vote came during 
county commissioners’ reg-
ular session at the admin-
istration building on Court 
House Square. 

Financing issues 
The board’s decision 

comes amidst concerns the 
state might not pass a bud-
get that includes funding for 
early college high schools. 
MaST, which operates on 
the campus of Carteret 
Community College, is one 
of hundreds of such schools 
throughout the state waiting 
for the governor and state 
legislators to make their 
decision. 

“Right now the state 
is still up in the air,” 
Superintendent Mat 
Bottoms said, explain-
ing that state officials are 
considering three different 

See MaST / Page 4A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — A well-
known restaurant in Atlantic Beach 
has seen its last customer. The Channel 
Marker restaurant in Atlantic Beach has 
been demolished. 

Tuesday morning, S.F. Ballou 
Construction crewmen were at the 
closed-up restaurant, located at the foot 
of the Atlantic Beach Causeway bridge. 
The sound of breaking wood and heavy 
equipment filled the air as a backhoe 
pulled down roofing and walls, depos-
iting the chunks of debris into a dump 
truck. S.F. Ballou owner and opera-
tor Sammy Ballou was at the job site 
Tuesday. 

“We got the job about two months 
ago,” Mr. Ballou said, which would 
put the time his company was hired to 
demolish the Channel Marker in April. 
“There’s six partners in this deal; they 
put it (the demolition contract) out to 
bid.” 

Mr. Ballou said town officials con-
demned the building; he said there 
were mold problems and other issues. 
Atlantic Beach Planning and Zoning 
Director Michelle Eitner, however, said 

See Channel / Page 4A

County
OKs FY
19-20
budget

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
County commissioners 
approved a balanced bud-
get and no tax increases 
for fiscal year 2019-20, 
which begins Monday, 
July 1 and ends Tuesday, 
June 30, 2020.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
approved the budget at 
the end of their Monday 
evening regular session at 
the administration build-
ing in Beaufort. 

The approved budget 
caps a process spanning 
weeks. County commis-
sioners first received a 
tentative budget during 
their regular session in 
May. 

The budget for the 
2019-20 fiscal year 
includes a general fund 
totaling $94,842,895. The 
general fund covers the 
bulk of activity relating to 
governmental operations. 

Property taxes, which 
account for the major-
ity of the fund’s revenue, 
total $47,728,000. This is 
in addition to sales and 
other taxes, which total 
$15,843,000. 

The county’s property 
tax rate is 31 cents per 
$100 property value. The 
rate is unchanged from 
the current fiscal year. 

“This tax rate is 
based on an estimated 
total valuation of … 
$15,343,675,798 and 
an estimated collection 
rate of 97.85%,” reads 
information provided by 
county staff. “This collec-
tion rate is based on the 
collection rate stated in 
the June 30, 2018, audit-
ed financial statements. 
The motor vehicle tax 
rate is based on an esti-
mated total valuation of 
$741,935,500 and has an 
estimated collection rate 
of 100%.”

The county is expecting 
See Budget / Page 5A
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