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The weekend weather 
will be partly sunny on 
Saturday with a chance 
of rain on Sunday. High 
tempeartures will be in 
the low-60s and lows will 
be in the upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Emerie Douthat, who is 
a student in Issa Platt’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Deer Creek dredge work nears end

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro considers request to extend Moore Street Dock, Page 2

Sand Ridge students share their plans for spring gardening, Page 10

Perhaps it’s the early spring weather, but for whatever 
reason, the pelicans have flocked to Swansboro’s Pelican 

Island. The photo of this pod, which appeared to include 
hundreds, was taken March 5. (Michael Diehl photo)

Pelicans gather on Pelican Island

Commentary

Legislature 

has a chance 

to improve 

transparency
By Paul Mauney
and Bill Moss

“It’s Sunshine Week 
across America, a time 
when the public’s right to 
see government records and 
attend government meetings 
— in order to hold govern-
ment officials accountable 
to the people who employ 
them — is traditionally cel-
ebrated.

So it’s an especially 
good time to take stock of 
where the people’s right 
to know about govern-
ment stands in our state. 
Unfortunately, for as long 
as anyone can remember, 
North Carolinians have 
been forced to suffer under 
the weight of one of the 
worst public records laws in 
the country. For more than 
50 years, transparency of 

North Carolina government 
has been badly hindered by 
the lack of public access to 
arguably the most important 
government records, those 
surrounding the hiring, pro-
motion, suspension, demo-
tion, termination or disci-
pline of state and local gov-
ernment employees. And 
yet public access to these 
records — vital to hold-
ing public officials from 
teachers to law enforcement 
officers accountable— is 
guaranteed by the law 
in the states surrounding 
North Carolina and about 
35 others.

This sad state of public 
affairs could change, thanks 
to a bill soon to be filed in 
the North Carolina General 
Assembly by Senators 

Chief stresses 

fire safety

A firefighter kicks up debris as 
he douses the remaining embers 

from a residential blaze in Hubert 
on Sunday. (Zack Nally photo)

Zack Nally

A lucky glance at a neighbor’s yard 
helped prevent a loss of a home on 
Sunday in Hubert.

Dixon High School band teacher 
Victor Saenz was visiting his father, 

Efren, in the Hickory Bluffs neighbor-
hood on Queen’s Haven Boulevard when 
he noticed an excess of smoke from what 
he thought might be a controlled debris 
fire.

(See CHANGE, page �)(See PASSERBY, page �)

Town 

plans 

Clean 

Sweep
The town of 

Swansboro will provide 
curbside pickup of trash 
not normally collected 
during Clean Sweep 
Week, April 12-16.

Items to be collected 
include furniture, pet 
bedding and carriers, 
electronics, bicycles and 
grills.

The town will not 
pick up computers, tele-
visions or propane tanks. 
No white goods – wash-
ers, driers, freezers, 
refrigerators or micro-
waves – or tires, light 
bulbs, oil, grease, paint, 
batteries or any toxic or 
hazardous materials will 
be collected.

In addition to pick-
ing up items at curbside, 
the town will have trash 
containers at the Public 
Works Department on 
Fifth Street until April 
16.

Announcement offers clue
By Jimmy Williams

An announcement on 
Saturday, March 6, by Chris 
Thomas that he would 
seek the office of Onslow 
County sheriff may have 
taken some folks by sur-
prise.

At the time, the man 
who hired Thomas and 
promoted him to colonel 
in the department, Sheriff 
Hans Miller, had not for-
mally announced he would 
not be seeking a third term. 
But apparently, Miller’s 
announcement came at 

about the same time with 
published reports indicating 
he would support Thomas, 
an Onslow County native. 
(See related story.)

The news officially 
broke at a meeting of the 
Onslow County Republican 
Party. It is big news for the 

coming election cycle in 
the county, but also raised 
questions about the upcom-
ing county and municipal 
elections in general.

While Thomas has 
thrown his hat into the ring 

The State Board 
of Elections is pro-
posing legislation 
to delay elections 
until census data 
is settled. (See ELECTION, page �)


