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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-70s and 
lows in the mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Ariana Crawford, who 
is a student in Baylee 
Jones’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Surfer reports possible shark bite

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside today’s paper for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter

The Tideland News series on wealth continues: thrift and work, Page 5

Commissioners delay action on request for downtown event, Page 8

The team of Apparition Paranormal Investigation, with co-
owner Robert Deljeutice pictured in the center, is ready to 

help rid the community of spiritual fiends. (Samantha Palacio 
photo)

API aims to root out spirits

Commentary

Loyalty, 

honesty 

cornerstones 

of trust

in candidate
By Barry Fetzer

The Tactical Air 
Navigation system – or 
TACAN – was used by 
military aircraft to navi-
gate during my career 
as a Marine Corps pilot. 
TACAN provides distance 
measuring as well as azi-
muth indications in the 
cockpit. Depending on the 
altitude of the aircraft and 
the TACAN station and 
its location, aircraft can 
receive TACAN signals up 
to about 400 miles away.

Not that long ago when 
it was all men serving in 
Marine aviation, a minor-
ity (but a notable one) used 
to joke, as men have a 
tendency to do, that when 
they were two TACAN sta-

tions away from home base 
that meant the wedding 
ring would come off. Eight 
hundred miles from home 
became a “When the cat’s 
away, the mice will play” 
opportunity. It was “What 
happens in Vegas, stays 
in Vegas” kind of avia-
tor ready room (or locker 
room) talk.

Based on what I knew 
for certain, only a few mar-
ried guys would actually 
act upon their bravado, 
finding willing but tempo-
rary female “friends” two 
TACANs away or more 
from home base during 
overnight cross-country 
flights. Most of my squad-
ron mates complied with 

Planning board 

taking its time

Heidi A. Vos, general manager 
of Lil Johnny’s Crab Shack LLC, 
said the food truck is one of the 

permanent vendors t the Salty Air 
Open Market in Cedar Point. (Pho-
to contributed)

By Jimmy Williams

The town will have to wait until 
Nov.10, at the earliest, to see what the 
Swansboro Planning Board – in what was 
its third official discussion – will recom-
mend on a request to allow food trucks in 
town as a permitted use.

In two previous considerations, the 
planning board has voted to recommend 
denial. The planning board acts in advi-
sory capacity to the Swansboro Board of 

Commissioners.
In the third attempt, which came at 

the planning board’s Oct. 6 meeting, the 
planners decided to table discussion until 
the November meeting.

Elizabeth Shepard, owner of the 
Urban Street Eats food truck, submitted 
an application for the text amendment 
which would allow food truck vendors, 
according to Jennifer Ansell, town plan-

(See RIGHT, page �)
(See STUDY, page �)

Bland 

Award
Swansboro offi-

cials are accepting 
nominations for the 
Samuel Swann Bland 
Outstanding Community 
Service Award.

The award, given 
annually, honors the 
diligence, hard work, 
leadership and dedica-
tion that characterized 
the outstanding contribu-
tions of Sam Bland, the 
former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park, to the public and 
to the Swansboro com-
munity.

Given to a public 
employee, civic leader 
or community volunteer 
who has demonstrated 
outstanding dedication 
to the improvement of 
community services, 
the honor is awarded by 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners based 
on five criteria: impact, 
effort, stewardship, ini-
tiative and innovation.

Nomination forms 
are available at town hall 
or online (found under 
the “Area Information” 
tab) and will be accept-
ed through Oct. 31. 
Completed forms can 
be returned to town 
hall or mailed to Town 
of Swansboro, Attn: 
Assistant Town Manager 
and Clerk Paula Webb, 
601 W. Corbett Ave., 
Swansboro, NC 28584.

By Zack Nally

Apparition Paranormal Inves-
tigation isn’t mincing words – it 
wants to rid its clients of the ghosts 
and demons that haunt their lives.

The Swansboro-based company 
is relatively new on the scene, 
but co-owner Robert Deljeutice 
has been involved in the world of 
demonology and exorcism since he 
was 13. A near-death experience 
as a child at the hands of abuse 
opened up new, scary doors for the 
perceptive teenager.

“It seemed like a blessing and a 
curse at the beginning,” Deljeutice 
said. “I’m able to communicate 
with the dead. I know it might 
seem weird, but I do see them and 
they do come to me. They usu-
ally need help, and I want to help 
them.”

The desire to pursue the study 
of the afterlife and develop the 
spiritual tools to battle ill-inten-
tioned entities goes back to the 
former firefighter’s roots in 
Massachusetts.

“My brother was my biggest 
influence in this realm,” he said. 
“We lived in a really haunted house 
and I was beaten almost to death as 
a kid, so I’ve always had the abil-
ity to do some things other people 
can’t do. I know a lot of people 
say that, but I take that seriously. I 
prove my work.”

API touts a 100 percent suc-
cess rate so far and prides itself on 
being the only paranormal investi-
gation company in North Carolina 
capable of performing exorcisms 
outside of the church. But it is 
also a group bent on educating its 
community on the existence of 

intelligent spirits, negative residual 
energy and poltergeist activity.

“We’re historians, we’re scien-
tists and we’re teachers,” Deljeutice 
said. “The more knowledge we can 
share about the paranormal world 
and paranormal investigations, the 
more people won’t be afraid of 
it. You know, there are things out 
there that you should be afraid of, 
but that’s when we come into play. 
But normally when people are deal-
ing with that, they should be afraid 
of it because they have opened up 
something themselves.”

Deljeutice and his team draw 
inspiration from Ed and Lorraine 
Warren, the real-life married demo-
nologists and inspiration behind 
“The Conjuring” movie series. The 
couple was revolutionary in the 
1950s, 60s and 70s in their appli-
cation of scientific reasoning and 

analysis to demonology.
“We follow in the footsteps 

of Ed and Lorraine Warren,” 
Deljeutice said. “They were the 
godfather and godmother of 
demonology. They were able to 
exorcise and produce things that 
are unimaginable. We’ll never mea-
sure up to them, but we can take 
their teachings and findings and 
help other families.”

Deljeutice stressed the impor-
tance of relying on trained profes-
sionals rather than dabbling in the 
spiritual realm unsupervised, which 
he said can open up the imprudent 
to targeting from lower vibration 
systems. However, the Christian-
based strength he draws on is 
accessible to all.

“When we think about exor-

‘The more knowledge we can share about the paranormal world and paranormal 

investigations, the more people won’t be afraid of it.’
Robert Deljeutice

(See PARANORMAL, page �)
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