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STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health 

Department announced 
Wednesday it received a report 
of another confi rmed COVID-19 
death, the 44th county resident 
to die as a direct result of the 
disease.

According to offi cials, the 
individual was in their 70s with a 
preexisting health condition who 
died as a result of complications 
associated with COVID-19. The 
county said no further informa-
tion about the individual will be 
released in order to protect the 
family’s privacy.

“On behalf of the Health De-
partment, we extend our condo-
lences to the family and loved 
ones of this resident,” County 
Consolidated Human Services 
Director Cindy Holman said in 
a release announcing the latest 
death. “Residents are encour-
aged to continue to practice the 
3 W’s to lower the chances of 
contracting COVID-19; wear 
masks when around others, wait 
six feet apart from others, and 
wash your hands often.”

Meanwhile, the county added 
10 new COVID-19 cases to its 
overall count Wednesday, for 
4,483 total cases confi rmed 
since March 2020. Of those, 
64 cases are active, a slight 
increase from 61 active cases 
reported Monday, while 4,375 
people have recovered. 

The number of COVID-19 
patients hospitalized at Carteret 
Health Care in Morehead City 
fell to three Wednesday, from 
fi ve hospitalizations reported 
Monday.

The county is continuing to 
administer COVID-19 vaccina-
tions to those who fall under 
groups 1, 2 and 3 of the state’s 
vaccination distribution plan, 
which includes health care work-
ers, anyone over the age 65, 
teachers and frontline essential 
workers. 

To be scheduled for a vaccine 
during one of the county’s vac-
cination clinics, call 252-728-
8550, option 2.

Carteret County 
records 44th 
COVID-19 death

CARTERET COUNTY

William Mebane, Morehead City
Sylvia Ferguson, Havelock
Richard Faulkner, Greenville
Ida Chadwick, Maysville
Billy Pittman, Stacy
Rubye Edwards, Holly Springs

Thomas Cannon, Newport
Leslie Rose, Harkers Island
William Eaton, Morehead City
Arlene Reece, Morehead City
Barbara Marlatt, Newport

POLL
QUESTION

Do you think 
Carteret County is a good 

location for wind mills? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

?

See MONEY Page 8A

Sunday 
March 14

Monday
March 15

Tuesday
March 16

Wednesday
March 17

Low 2:04 a.m. 3:44 a.m. 4:23 a.m. 5:03 a.m.
3:24 p.m. 3:55 p.m. 4:26 p.m. 4:57 p.m.

High 9:14 a.m 9:49 a.m. 10:24 a.m 10:59 a.m
9:32 p.m. 10:08 p.m. 10:43 p.m. 11:20 p.m

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County Board of Education 
voted unanimously Thursday to allow all 
middle and high school students to return to 
classrooms four days a week, with Wednes-
days continuing to be remote learning days.

Gov. Roy Cooper signed Senate Bill 220, 
which allows the move, Thursday. The Sen-
ate passed the measure Wednesday, with the 
House passing it Thursday.

After the governor’s announcement about 
the bill Wednesday, the county school board, 
which has been pushing to return all students 
full-time to classrooms, quickly called an 
emergency meeting for Thursday to approve 
a plan to transition students back.

Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said, 
“We are two days away from the one-year 
anniversary of when Gov. Cooper signed 
the executive order to close schools for two 
weeks, and here we are today.”

Dr. Jackson recommended high school 
students return to classrooms under Plan 
A Monday, March 22, with middle school 
students starting Monday, March 29. 

Parents will continue to have the option to 
have their children attend remotely.

SB 220 allows school districts to either ad-
here to Plan B, which has students separated 
by at least 6 feet and in-person instruction 
limited to a couple days of week due to space 
constrictions, or move to fi ve days a week, 

FINALLY!
BoardofEducationvotestoreturnmiddle,

highschoolstudentstoin-personinstruction

like county elementary schools are already 
doing under Plan A. County middle and high 
school students have been attending under 
Plan B.

The governor also retains the option to re-

quire districts to return to a hybrid or virtual 
plan if he feels it’s necessary.

Dr. Jackson said he wants to keep 
Wednesdays as a remote learning day under 

County Board of Education member Travis Day shares his views Thursday regarding a proposal to 
return county middle school and high school students to classrooms under Plan A later in March. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

See SCHOOL Page 10A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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CARTERET COUNTY — Local 
governments are slated to receive 
millions in coronavirus relief funds 
thanks to the passage of a $1.9 trillion 
stimulus package this week, with 
Carteret County expecting nearly 
$13.5 million, in addition to funds for 
each of the 11 municipalities.

President Joe Biden signed the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
into law Thursday, the day of the one-
year anniversary of the World Health 
Organization declaring the novel 
coronavirus outbreak a pandemic. 
In addition to $1,400 direct stimulus 
payments to individuals, as well as 
funds for education, food and rent 
assistance and numerous other provi-
sions, the bill contains about $350 bil-
lion for state and local governments.

North Carolina is scheduled to 
receive about $9 billion of that for 
counties and municipalities, accord-
ing to reports, which breaks down 
to $5.2 billion for state government 
functions, $672 million for metro cit-
ies, $682 million for other non-county 
governments and $2 billion for county 

governments. There’s also funds dedi-
cated to capital projects.

County Finance Director Dee Me-
shaw told the News-Times the funding 
amounts for county and local govern-
ments are preliminary and subject to 
change, adding that little information 
has been provided to local govern-
ments regarding how the funds may 
be used, so far. She said based on 
information from the National As-
sociation of County Commissioners, 
funding will be distributed over two 
years, with 50% given out in year one 
and the remaining 50% in year two, 
no sooner than 365 days from the fi rst 
distribution. 

County and local governments 
previously received funds from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Econom-
ic Security Act, a nearly $2 trillion 
bill that was passed in March 2020 to 
provide relief to a variety of sectors 
in response to the pandemic. Carteret 
County received about $2.7 million 
in CARES funds, of which $680,000 
was distributed proportionally to mu-
nicipalities based on population.  

The CARES Act funds were 

County, municipalities to receive funds 
from latest federal COVID relief package

According to estimates compiled by Congressional staff based on 2019 Census 
population data, the following municipalities in Carteret County are expected to 
receive funds, with anticipated fi rst allocation by Thursday, June 15, as follows:

**Funding amounts for county and local governments a
re preliminary and subject to change

TOWN TOTAL $$ 1ST INSTALLMENT
Atlantic Beach:  $440,000 $220,000
Beaufort:  $1,300,000 $650,000
Bogue:  $210,000 $105,000
Cape Carteret:  $600,000 $300,000
Cedar Point:  $380,000 $190,000
Emerald Isle:  $1,080,000 $540,000
Indian Beach:  $30,000 $15,000 
Morehead City:  $2,810,000 $1,405,000
Newport:  $1,340,000 $670,000
Peletier:  $210,000 $105,000
Pine Knoll Shores: $390,000 $195,000

Carteret County government 
is projected to receive $13.47 million

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=9A&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4B&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10B&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=70S&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=1906c743-9c18-517c-a5da-510c2e6cd320

