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Sunday 
June 21

Monday 
June 22

Tuesday 
June 23

Wednesday 
June 24

Low 2:42 a.m. 3:24 a.m. 4:06 a.m. 4:50 a.m.
2:10 p.m. 2:53 p.m. 3:38 p.m. 4:27 p.m.

High 8:21 a.m. 9:04 a.m. 9:49 a.m. 10:37 a.m
8:48 p.m. 9:30 p.m. 10:14 p.m. 11:00 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with athletes 
kneeling in protest during 

the national anthem?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Mayors appeal to Tillis for 
help with revenue losses

Mayors of four Carteret 
County towns are among oth-
ers in the eastern part of the 
state who signed a letter ask-
ing U.S. Senator Thom Tillis, 
R-N.C., for assistance to ad-
dress revenue shortfalls result-
ing from the novel coronavirus 
pandemic.

In the letter, the mayors said 
the greatest challenges mov-
ing forward are making up for 
revenue lost.

Ü 5A

CAPE CARTERET

BEAUFORT

See Airport / Pg 12A

BEAUFORT

Obituaries on Page 3A

DEATHS
Bobby Manning Sr., Newport
Mary Lassiter, Newport
David Albanese Sr., Morehead City
Amanda Hassell, Morehead City
Ellen Arnold, Mill Creek
Helen Southerland, Newport
Wilbur Clare, Newport

Carolyn Villa, Beaufort
Eric Veon, Beaufort
Edward Warren Jr., Jacksonville
Steven Ketner, Newport
Iris Yeomans, Bettie
Barbara McGinnis, Beaufort
Hertha Gray Willis, Marshallberg

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The Carteret County Board of 
Commissioners adopted a 2-cent 
property tax increase as part of 
the fi scal year 2020-21 budget, 
approved by the board Monday 
evening.  

The increase brings the tax 
rate to 33 cents per $100 of as-
sessed property value, up from 
31 cents. The adopted budget 
totals $123.1 million across all 
funds.

County commissioners 
considered the plan during 
the board’s regular meeting 
Monday in the commissioners’ 
boardroom of the administration 
complex in Beaufort. County 
staff said it was one of the most 
diffi cult budgets they’ve ever 
had to prepare because of the 

County adopts budget with 2-cent tax increase
about the plan Monday evening 
before voting unanimously to 
adopt the budget. The new fi scal 
year begins Wednesday, July 1.

Several commissioners said 
while they didn’t necessarily want 
to raise taxes, the increase was 
necessary this year to maintain 
services at their current level. The 
increase is the fi rst since 2016-17, 
when the rate increased from 30 
to 31 cents. The county still has 
the lowest property tax rate in 
North Carolina. 

“We have held the tax up to 
this point, I’ve been proud of it,” 
Commissioner Robin Comer said. 
“...It seems like we’ve been hit 
from left and right, left and right 
the past couple years with storms 
and now COVID, and that all 
has an effect on our income and 

2021 Government expenditures by service area

fi nancial impacts of the novel 
coronavirus and the resultant 
economic slowdown. 

“Our staff has worked 
through this. This is probably 
the most challenging budget I 
know that I’ve had since I’ve 
been here, and I think (County 

Finance Director Dee Meshaw) 
would agree,” County Manager 
Tommy Burns said. 

The county held the required 
public hearing on the budget 
June 1, during which nobody 
spoke. Commissioners cleared 
up a few lingering questions See Budget / Pg 12A

BY CARAMIA VALENTIN  
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-TIMES

As people fl ew into the Michael J. Smith 
Field Airport for the Big Rock Blue Marlin 
Tournament, which brought attention to Carteret 
County, community members were able to see 
how much of an impact the airport has on the 
area’s economy.

“Big Rock is the main reason June is the 
busy month,” said Chad Noble, Fixed-base op-
erator manager. “There’s always a lot of planes 
coming and going every day.” 

The easy accessibility of Carteret County 
through this airport allowed for participants, 
onlookers and their families to come in for the 
tournament and generate business in the com-
munity. According to Noble, more than 160 
planes fl ew in during the week of Big Rock, at 
least 50 to 60 rooms were reserved at local ho-
tels and about 30 to 40 rental cars were booked.  

“Even the guys that just come in and drop 
off somebody, they have to sit here for an hour 
or two and they still go eat lunch or shop,” said 
Noble.  

Director Don Kirkman and Economic Development Offi cer Michelle Querry of the Economic Devel-
opment Center. (Caramia Valentin)

Board Member Jon Breary of the Carteret County Beaufort Airport Authority shows his Beech-
craft plane that is stored in the newest T-hangers at the Michael J. Smith Field Airport.  
(Caramia Valentin)

Small Size
BIG IMPACT

MichaelJ.SmithAirportistheengineofeconomicdevelopmentinCarteretCounty

Michael Jordan’s jet at the Michael J. Smith Field Airport.

While the airport itself can make anywhere from $10-$100 a day from the cost of storing a plane short-term, or $300-$600 a month for 
long-term storage, the restaurants, hotels and shops can also see profi ts as a result of it. According to the N.C. Department of Transportation, 
Division of Aviation’s assessment of the economic impact of the Michael J. Smith Field Airport, in 2019 it generated $34.8M in business 

revenue for the community. 
“If we didn’t have this airport, it would remove 

a lot of access to this area,” said Jesse Vincent, in-
terim airport manager. “it would hurt a lot because 
there are a lot of people that come here because the 
airport does provide convenient access.”  

Accessibility is important for people and busi-
nesses when they consider where they should 
move to. Companies like Jarrett Bay are able to 
fl y customers in for large boat sales, fi shermen 
can come to compete in tournaments, families can 
fl y into their vacation homes, the list goes on for 
the number of ways that this airport is an asset to 
Carteret County.  

“The airport proved to be a very helpful asset for 
disaster relief, and that included everyone from the 
military, who was coming in to assist with cleanup 
following the hurricane as well as the delivery of 
relief supplies,” said Don Kirkman, Economic 
Development Director.   

Not only can the airport be a factor in the 

A Unique Perspective

Schools survey parents, 
students rabout remote 
learning experiences

Carteret Community College 
names new vice president

Carteret Community College 
announced Tuesday Dr. Mag-
gie Brown has been named the 
new vice president of instruction 
and student support.

She will begin her new role 
Monday, July 13, fi lling the po-
sition recently held by Dr. Tracy 
Mancini, who was promoted to 
CCC president effective June 1. 

Ü 4A

MOREHEAD CITY

In preparation for the 2020-
21 academic year, the county 
school system is surveying 
parents and students about 
their experiences with remote 
learning while school campuses 
were closed due to the corona-
virus pandemic.

The parent 
distance learning 
survey states, “These 
questions will be used 
to help guide our remote 
instruction plan for this com-
ing school year, so your input is 
very important.”

The surveys are posted on 
the school system’s website at 
carteretcountyschools.org, as 
well as on the district’s Face-
book page.

Paper copies of the survey 
will be sent out Monday when 
meals are provided to families 
through the summer feeding 
program.

The school system is asking 
that all surveys be completed 
by Thursday.
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