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Saturday will be 
mostly sunny but rain is 
possible Sunday. Highs 
will be in the upper-50s 
and lows will be in the 
low-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Hannah McGee, who is 
a student in Christina 
Barnes’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point OKs private bar, for now

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro Book Trail enhances downtown holiday shopping, Page 3

Boys tie for third, girls get sixth place in county cross country, Page 7

Bilingual Sand Ridge students share their Christmas wishes, Page 8

Swansboro Police Department delivered a dozen bicycles 
and hundreds of toys to Swansboro Elementary School last 
week in order to make sure that schoolchildren in need might 
have a Christmas gift. The donation was made possible 
through the SPD’s Christmas Cheer program established in 
2017. On hand to accept the items is Carrie Jackson, right, 

an SES teacher. SPD officials, pictured from left, are Teresa 
Stanley, administrative associate, Detective Brenna Watt, 
Chief Ken Jackson and Lt. Dwayne Taylor. Taylor thanked all 
the citizens who participated as well as Family Dollar, Dol-
lar General and Cliff’s Muffler for serving as collection sites. 
(Contributed photo)

SPD spreading Christmas cheer

Commentary

Overcoming 

fear, learning 

gratitude
By Carol Hartsoe

I dreaded going in. I 
stopped just outside the 
entrance of the nursing 
home and wondered if I 
could actually enter.

My preconceived opin-
ion of nursing homes was a 
major stumbling block. It’s 
not that I had ever been in 
one before; it was the sto-
ries I’d heard, all negative, 
I’m sorry to say. I still feel 
a bit of shame that I almost 
let those feelings stand in 
the way of receiving one of 
my life’s greatest lessons 
about gratitude, and the 
happiness that goes with it.

An elderly friend from 
my church had recently 
become a resident at this 
particular nursing home. 
This man and his wife were 
wonderful mentors to my 
husband and me. He’d been 
a well-known chef and 
decoy carver, his wife a tal-
ented seamstress. They both 
were outgoing and friendly, 

often inviting us to their 
home for brunch. Their 
invitations always included 
our two young daughters 
and we all enjoyed our vis-
its. How could I not visit 
him and let him know that 
he was missed by us? This 
wasn’t about me.

I finally went inside and 
as I walked down the hall, 
I thought I heard one of 
my favorite cartoon char-
acters, Elmer Fudd, singing 
“Precious Lord Take My 
Hand.” As I turned around 
to look, I saw that it wasn’t 
Elmer Fudd at all. It was 
a sweet looking woman 
with white hair, sitting in 
a wheel chair. She was 
happily singing away. Her 
voice was hoarse with age 
yet she had that song in 
perfect tune.

She wheeled over to me 
and in just a few minutes I 
learned many things about 
this woman. She was from 

SAVE Promise 

reaps honor

Swansboro High School’s 
Grace Raimo, center, is joined by 
Helen Gross, SHS principal, left, 

and Martha Kelley, club advisor, at 
a surprise reception in her honor. 
(Rich Levey photo)

By Jimmy Williams

The Swansboro High School Chapter 
of the SAVE (Students Against Violence 
Everywhere) Sandy Hook Promise Club 
has a history of being recognized nation-
ally.

During the 2018-19 school year, the 
chapter earned an Award of Excellence 
from the Sandy Hook Promise organi-
zation and club members were named 
District Grand Champions of the Say 

(See LEARNING, page �)(See ART, page �)

BOE 

spaces 

oaths
Due to concern over 

the potential spread 
of COVID-19, the 
Onslow County Board 
of Education delivered 
oaths of office to new 
members over two spe-
cial meetings.

The oath of office 
was administered 
to Melissa Oakley, 
Ken Reddic and Eric 
Whitfield on Tuesday, 
Dec. 15.

“Due to ongo-
ing health concerns 
for one of our newly 
elected board mem-
bers, the business por-
tion of the December 
Onslow County Board 
of Education meeting 
which was rescheduled 
for December 15 has 
been canceled.” said 
Brent C. Anderson, chief 
communications officer 
with Onslow County 
Schools.

The oath of office 
will be administered 
to Joseph Speranza on 
Tuesday, Dec. 29.

This will fulfill statu-
tory requirements that 
newly elected board 
members be seated in 
December. Selection of a 
chairperson will be made 
during the Jan. 5 regular 
meeting.

Hope is Alive owns a home in Beaufort, 
pictured here, that currently supports 14 men 

seeking rehabilitation from substance abuse. 
(Contributed photo)

By Zack Nally

A nonprofit substance 
abuse program with roots 
already in Beaufort is look-
ing to expand westward.

Hope is Alive, a 
faith-based rehabilita-
tion program based out of 
Oklahoma, partnered with 
One Harbor Church and 
opened a new home for 
men in Beaufort in 2019. 
Now almost two years later, 
the organization is ponder-
ing purchasing a home in 
the Swansboro community 
for women in the program.

Swansboro Rotary Club 
hosted a fundraiser for 
the home in Beaufort last 
month, but it was also a 
chance for the organization 
to gauge community inter-
est in a home here.

“That fundraiser was 

Hope is Alive eyes community

(See HOPE, page �)

In action on Monday 
night, Swansboro commis-
sioners voted to hold pub-
lic meetings in an online 
format utilizing the Zoom 
platform.

The action came about 
due to the board’s concern 
over the spread of COVID-
19.

Going online


