
You used to love being outdoors. But now with excess weight, you rarely leave the 
house. Why not contact the team at Carteret Health Care Weight Loss Surgery 
Center? Sign up for the free introductory class, then decide if weight loss surgery 
is right for you. Call (252) 499-6674 or visit CarteretWeightLoss.com to enroll.

Don’t let extra pounds tie you down.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Patricia Greene, Boothwyn, Pa.
Florent White, Springfi eld, Ore.
Catherine Suban, Newport
Richard Hatsell, Hubert
Otha Bell, Newport
Rita Pittman, Morehead City
Marie Volkman, Newport
Nell Henderson, Morehead City
Joan Lamson, Pine Knoll Shores

Susan Ward, Harkers Island
Gregory Piner, Carteret County
Gerald Moore, Morehead City
David Gildner, Pine Knoll Shores
Dianna Daniels, Cedar Island
Stephen Taylor, Marshallberg
Tracy Stout, Swansboro
Joseph Monteparo Jr., Havelock
Keiko King, Havelock
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 Tanker trucks are vehicles 
with large tanks for transport-
ing liquids. They are designed 
for specifi c cargos and service 
requirements and are built in a 
range of sizes. Tanker trucks are 
equipped with a pumping system 
for loading and off-loading 
liquids.80,000 lbs
Gross weight limit for trucks in the 

US, which controls the capacity

gallons11,600 
Capacity of large tanker truck 

while smaller trucks hold about 
3,000 gallons

gas stations

24,000
gallons

12,000
gallonsto

12,000
gallons of gas

Amount of gas a gas station 
in a city sells daily 

trucks and suvs

Range of capacity of gas station 
storage tanks

26gallons
Average size of the gas tank in 

large trucks and SUVs461
Number of vehicles an average 

station’s storage can fi ll up

MIKE SHUTAK
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Town offi cials have a bal-
anced budget ready for fi scal 
2021-2022, with a 2-cent ad 
valorem property tax rate 
increase. 

The Atlantic Beach Town 
Council met Thursday for its 
regular work session in the 
town hall meeting room on 
West Fort Macon Road, with 
Councilman M.J. Forrest 
absent. 

The council has been meet-
ing at this temporary offi ce 
space because the former 
town hall has been demol-
ished, with a new structure 
under construction in its place 
at 125 West Fort Macon Road.

The $7 million project is 
the reason staff is proposing 
increasing the property tax 
rate from 18 cents per $100 
dollars of assessed value to 20 
cents. Town manager David 
Walker presented the council 
a summary of the draft 2021-
22 budget at the work session, 
and a public hearing on it is 

scheduled for the next regular 
council meeting at 6 p.m. 
Monday, May 24. 

“This (tax increase) was 
anticipated back last Octo-
ber,” Mr. Walker said, “when 
the council adopted its bond 
to the (N.C.) Local Govern-
ment Commission.”

The town hall project has 
more than doubled the town’s 
annual debt service payment, 
according to Mr. Walker. 
He said the fi scal 2020-21 
debt service payment was 
$279,000, while the budgeted 
payment for the coming year 
is $572,000.

Mr. Walker went on to 
say the tax rate increase is 
expected to generate an ad-
ditional $360,000 in revenue. 
Of this amount, $290,000 is 
earmarked to go toward pay-
ing for the town hall project. 

The total draft budget for 
next fi scal year is $8,977,590, 
a decrease of $1,204,327 
from the current fi scal year’s 
$10,181,917 budget. The draft 
budget includes a $7,315,065 

general fund, which is 
$986,935 less than the current 
year.  

“As we’ve gone a year 
through the pandemic since 
last March, we haven’t felt the 
dire effects (to town revenue) 
we anticipated at the time,” 
Mr. Walker said. “Based on 
our state revenues, they’ve 
remained stable. We expect 
some slow growth as we 
enter into the summer and fall 
months.” 

He said the draft budget 
maintains the current town 
staff of 56 employees, most 
of whom are in the police 
department. It also retains the 
current level of services, in-
cluding the dredging program, 
beach access grant match and 
stormwater drainage improve-
ment efforts. 

In other news at the work 
session, the council discussed 
creating a new noise ordi-
nance. No action was taken, 
and Mayor Trace Cooper said 
a lot of the proposed changes 

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health 

Department reported 12 new 
confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
Wednesday, bringing the county’s 
total to 4,997 documented cases 
since the onset of the pandemic in 
March 2020.

Despite the overall increase in 
cases, the number of active cases 
fell by two to 53 as of Wednesday 
afternoon. Meanwhile, 4,891 
people have reportedly recovered 
from the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus, and 53 have 
died.

In addition, one person was 
hospitalized with COVID-19 at 
Carteret Health Care in Morehead 
City as of Wednesday afternoon, 
the same number as reported 
Monday.

Health offi cials urge anyone 
who is eligible and has not yet 
received a COVID-19 vaccine to 
make an appointment by calling 
the County Health Department 
252-728-8550, option 2, or visit-
ing myspot.nc.gov to fi nd a local 
provider offering the shot. 

Proposed AB 2021-22 budget includes 
2-cent tax hike to pay for new town hall

Carteret County 
reports 12 new 
COVID-19 cases 
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A highly contentious zon-
ing issue will fi nally be settled 
Wednesday when the Morehead 
City Council holds a series of 
public hearings on a request to 
rezone 301 Highway 24.

 The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. at the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center at 3505 Arendell St. in 
Morehead City. At hand is the 
request from Bryan Starling, 
made on behalf of property own-
er Mary Lynn Eure Osteen, to 
conditionally rezone the roughly 
23-acre property from single-
family residential to commercial 
and multi-family residential 
districts.

As Mr. Starling described dur-
ing the Morehead City Planning 
Board’s meeting in February, 
when that panel reviewed the 
request, his plan is to expand 
his marine wholesale business, 
Starling Marine, on half the 
property and partner with Ridge 
Care Senior Living to build an 
independent senior living com-
munity with around 70 units 
on the other half. After several 
hours of public comments and 
discussion, the planning board 
vote 4-2 to recommend the city 
council approve the request.

The city council will hold 
two separate hearings during 

Trafficsafetyremainshottopicascouncil
preparesforHighway24rezoninghearings

its meeting Wednesday — the 
fi rst will focus on the rezoning 
issue itself, along with a related 
land-use map amendment, and 
the second will involve a vol-
untary contiguous annexation 
request to bring the property 
into city limits. The hearing was 
originally scheduled for April 
13, but it was postponed due to 

anticipated large turnout. 
“We’re excited to move 

forward with the meeting and 
look forward to having the op-
portunity to talk with everyone 
about the project,” Mr. Starling 
told the News-Times last week. 
“We’re ready to get going.”

The proposal has faced 
strong opposition since it was 

fi rst introduced late last year, 
particularly from some residents 
of the nearby Spooners Creek 
neighborhoods. The leaders of 
four homeowners’ associations 
— Old Spooners Creek, Spoon-
ers Creek North, the Shores at 
Spooners Creek and the 

Dueling road signs and a billboard stand along Highway 24 near the site of a rezoning request for 301 Highway 
24 to allow development of a marine retail business and independent senior living community on the property. 
The Morehead City Council will hold a public hearing for the request Wednesday at the Crystal Coast Civic Center. 
(Contributed photo)
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Connie Smith, Morehead City
Erin Williams, Charlottesville, Va.
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