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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
high temperatures in the 
mid-60s and lows in the 
upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Rayne Miller, who 
is a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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A sport fishing boat is pictured on a return trip to Swans-
boro as it passes through Bogue Inlet. The waters are calm 

on this December evening and sunset is not too far behind. 
(Carl Lewis photo)

Calm December evening

Commentary

‘Climate 

Literacy’

key to solving 

climate crisis, 

becoming 

sustainable
By Sharan Burrow
and Kathleen Rogers

In the decades since the 
launch of the global envi-
ronmental movement after 
the first Earth Day, more 
than 3 billion young people 
have graduated from high 
school having learned little 
or nothing about one of 
the greatest issues that will 
shape their lives and their 
livelihoods for decades to 
come – climate change. 
Given both the sharply 
rising risks and enormous 
opportunities to forge a 
different and prosperous 
future, building a climate-

literate population is one of 
the biggest missed opportu-
nities in the climate restora-
tion game plan.

It is not as if world 
leaders have failed to rec-
ognize the pivotal role that 
environmental education 
could have played for the 
past 30 years. The countries 
that forged the original 
UN climate change treaty 
in 1992 at the Rio Earth 
Summit enshrined climate 
education as an essential 
part of a national response 
to a global emergency. But 
not much has happened and 

Take Five: 

COVID at top

Meeting in person resumed in 
Swansboro for a time, under a so-
cially distanced format. This photo 

was taken at the June planning 
board meeting. Virtual meetings 
are now back in place. (File photo)

By Jimmy Williams

There is little doubt as to the top story 
in Swansboro – or anywhere in the world 
– for 2020. COVID-19 changed every-
thing for everybody and continues to do 
so.

Though help is on the way in the form 
of a vaccine, already being administered 
to those who need it most, 2021 opens 

with the shadow of the global pandemic 
continuing to darken our days.

So COVID-19 is at the top of the 
top-five stories – Take Five – out of 
Swansboro for 2020.

When local officials began to take 
notice of the pandemic, there was a sense 
of urgency mixed with, perhaps, mis-

(See CLIMATE, page �)(See PANDEMIC, page �)

Town 

plans 

tree 

pickup
Swansboro Public 

Works Department will 
collect Christmas trees 
left at curbside by town 
residents.

Trees must be free 
of decoration and sepa-
rate from the usual yard 
waste. The pickup will 
continue through Friday, 
Jan. 15.

Christmas trees 
may also be dropped 
off at the Public Works 
Department, outside the 
fence.

The News-Times is inside!

• Virtual golf cart safety class slated

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

This year’s winter solstice offered more than just the shortest day, Page 6

Will and Amy Baker are featured in this month’s SAC artist series, Page 7

Swansboro basketball teams prepare for season during COVID-19, Page 8

Town chooses remote
Swansboro commissioners stop meetings

By Jimmy Williams

Traditionally, the first 
regular Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners meeting in the 
month of December is one of cel-
ebration.

The usual pre-Christmas meet-
ing, when the Samuel Swann 
Bland Community Service Award 
is delivered, features some busi-
ness but also a full array of snacks 
prepared by the staff. Thanks to 
COVID-19, that was not the case 
this year.

Mayor John Davis took note. 
Referring to the lack of “reception” 
items, he said, “When I walked in 
here today, it was sad.”

The Dec. 14 meeting took place 
under a hybrid format, with Davis 
and Commissioner P.J. Pugliese in 

be a separate item,” Davis. And, 
with all four commissioners in 
agreement, it was added.

When the matter came up for 
discussion, Davis reminded the 
commissioners that the board 
made a choice to go with the 
hybrid format some months ago. 
Nonetheless, at Tursi’s suggestion, 
he said, “We are bringing it to the 
board’s attention again.”

With the number of new 
COVID-19 cases in North Carolina 
– and in Onslow County – setting 
records, meeting in person poses a 
risk, according to Tursi.

“Considering where we are in 
the pandemic … we have been 
identified as one of the hotspots,” 
he said of the county. “What we 

19 numbers, commissioners – and 
staff – believed it was the prudent 
thing to do.

Tursi called for the item, which 
he at first thought would be listed, 
to be added to the agenda.

“I thought that was going to 
be part of the general discussion,” 
Tursi said when Davis called 
for adoption of the agenda items 
and consent items. “If a separate 
motion is needed … then I would 
certainly make that motion.”

“I definitely think that should 

the town hall community room and 
Commissioners Laurent Meilleur, 
Pat Turner and Frank Tursi, par-
ticipating remotely online through 
the Zoom platform. Commissioner 
Larry Philpott did not participate, 
but his fellow commissioners 
excused the absence. And business 
was conducted.

Commissioners voted 4-0 to 
abandon the hybrid format for 
meetings in favor of online meet-
ing exclusively.

In the face of rising COVID-

‘What we decided two months ago may 

not be … the safest course now.’
Frank Tursi

(See SWANSBORO, page �)

A cutline with the pho-
tograph of the Swansboro 
Police Department 
Christmas Cheer donation 
at Swansboro Elementary 
School was in error.

The first Swansboro 
Police Department 
Christmas Cheer was 
in 2014, so this year’s 
Christmas cheer was the 
department’s seventh 
annual.

The Tideland News 
apologizes for the error.

Cutline 

corrected


