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The weekend weather 
will be rainy Saturday 
but sunny Sunday with 
highs in the mid-50s and 
lows in the upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jacob Mitchell, who is 
a student in Issa Platt’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle Village West takes shape

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro raconteur Jesse Fitzhugh Littleton Jr. is remembered, Page 2

The Appalachian Trail series - gets trashy - continues, Page 5

Queens Creek students shift into gear for Christmas shopping, Page 8

While the 2020 Swansboro Christmas Flotilla was can-
celed due to COVID-19, there was an impromptu flotilla, 
although it was only two boats, on Saturday, Nov. 28. Ac-
cording to a Facebook post from Jennifer L. Stewart, the 
flotilla was in memory of her father, Steve Hull, who died 
last year. “He has been in the Swansboro Christmas Flotilla 

since 1981. He was the first powerboat in the parade. He 
would lead the sailboats on the ‘Carolina Lady,’” she wrote. 
“Even though it has been canceled we will be decorating our 
skiff ... and go to the Emerald Isle bridge and cruise down to 
Swansboro and make a few loops.” Joining Stewart was her 
cousin. (Pete Rulon photos)

Impromptu flotilla

Commentary

Popular vote 

avoids mess, 

gives voters 

equal voice 

for president
By Ray Haynes

For the second time in 
20 years, the state-by-state 
winner-take-all method of 
awarding electoral votes 
has created avoidable 
uncertainty and chaos in a 
presidential election.

On Election Night, one 
candidate won the national 
popular vote by several mil-
lion votes. So, what public 
purpose is served by even 
asking which presidential 
candidate got slightly more 
votes in one or two states?

Voters, not lawyers and 
judges, should decide who 
becomes president. The 
current chaos is created by 
the fact that a change of 
24,000 votes in three states 
could change the outcome 

of the election. Given the 
closeness of those votes, 
it makes sense for lawyers 
to make hairsplitting argu-
ments about arcane ques-
tions of election law to 
judges. Those arguments 
could change the outcome 
of the election. Hence the 
chaos and uncertainty.

In 2000, it took 31 days 
to learn that George W. 
Bush received 537 more 
popular votes in one state 
while losing the national 
popular vote by 537,179 
votes. Each of these 537 
votes was 1,000 times more 
important than Al Gore’s 
nationwide lead of 537,179 
votes.

If the nationwide popu-

SHS S2S team 

earns honor

Swansboro High School’s team 
celebrates being named the High 
School Team of the Year following 

the announcement of 2020 Stu-
dent2Student Outstanding Team 
Awards. (Photo contributed)

By Jimmy Williams

Nine schools and school districts 
– including Swansboro High School 
– earned recognition by the Military 
Child Education Coalition last week. The 
Harkers Heights, Texas, organization 
made the announcement in a press release 

on Nov. 18.
Swansboro earned the High School 

Team of the Year.
The 2020 Student2Student 

Outstanding Team Awards were presented 
during the second day of the coalition’s 

(See VOTES, page �)(See TEAM-, page �)

Raffle 

benefits 

PAWS
Possumwood Acres 

Wildlife Sanctuary of 
Hubert is in the midst of 
its Fall Raffle fundraiser.

The total list of 
more than 60 prizes 
can be found on the 
possumwoodacres.org 
website as well as on 
the Possumwood Acres 
Facebook page.

Tickets are on sale 
now through the drawing 
on Sunday, Dec. 6.

All funds raised will 
be used for the birds and 
animals in need.

By Jimmy Williams

Asked by the Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners to consider 
changes in the section of the town’s 
Unified Development Ordinance 
pertaining to freestanding commer-
cial signs, the Swansboro Planning 
Board has provided direction.

Commissioners discussed the 
freestanding sign amortization 
process at their July 27 regular 

meeting and asked for the planning 
board to consider removing the 
amortization requirement and to 
clarify under what conditions non-
conforming signs would have to 
be replaced, according to Jennifer 
Ansell, town planner.

The planning board acts in 
an advisory capacity, submitting 
recommendations to the commis-
sioners on zoning and property use 
requests. Commissioners make the 

final decisions.
The planning board took up 

the matter at its Nov. 16 meeting. 
The meeting took place in a hybrid 
format with members Christina 
Ramsey, Mike Favata, Jeff 
Conaway, Ed McHale, David Mohr 
and Scott Chadwick in town hall. 
Brad Buckley took part remotely 
by way of the Zoom online plat-
form.

In a memo to the planning 

board, Ansell writes, “Signage was 
identified through the Gateway 
process as a high priority area of 
concern, specifically with regard to 
nonconforming signs. In order to 
provide corrective action, the town 
requested the removal or replace-
ment of those signs which had been 
found to be nonconforming.”

In this case, business owners 

No changes recommended
Planning board on sign amortization

(See PLANNERS, page �)

The Otway Burns 
Chapter National 
Society Daughters of the 
Revolution is participating 
in Wreaths Across America 
to promote sponsorship of 
wreaths as memorials on 
veterans graves. Hundreds 
of sponsorships are still 
needed to lay a wreath 
on every veteran’s grave 
at Coastal Carolina State 
Veterans Cemetery at 110 
Montfort Point Road in 
Jacksonville. Wreath-lay-
ing will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 19. For more 
information visit www.
WreathsAcrossAmerica.org, 
or call (877) 385-9504.

Wreaths

Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation will host an 
American Red Cross blood 
drive Monday, Dec. 7, 3-7 
p.m.

To participate visit 
swansboro.recdesk.com, 
www.redcross.org/give-
blood or stop by the Rec 
Center.

Blood drive


