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There will be a 
chance of storms this 
weekend with highs in 
the mid-80s and lows in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Mason Tyler, who 
was a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• COVID temporarily closes Caribsea

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow County sets a record for week with COVID-19 cases, Page 3

Swansboro Area Chamber pays rent, but ponders new location, Page 5

Swansboro commission approves connectivity rule with change, Page 8

The setting sun on Friday, June 26, brilliantly painted not 
only the sky, but also the White Oak River on the banks of 

Swansboro’s Riverview Park, which is on N.C. 24 near Main 
Street. (Carl Lewis photo)

Quite a paint job

Commentary

Freedom, 

self-suffiency, 

independence 

celebrated
By Quint Studer

Freedom, independence, 
self-sufficiency: these are 
great and glorious concepts. 
We celebrate them this time 
of year, whether we process 
it that way or not, because 
they’re so deeply engrained 
in our image of America. 
We see ourselves as a 
nation of rugged individual-
ists: seizing the bull by the 
horns, charting our own 
course, walking alone into 
the forest with an axe slung 
over our shoulder.

Yes, it’s a romantic 
notion. But it’s not an 
accurate one. America is a 
nation of small, tight-knit 
communities and always 
has been. The more we 
cooperate, share, defer to 
others, and work together, 

the more successful we are. 
Today, as citizens, busi-
nesses, and civic leaders 
seek to come back from a 
public health and economic 
crisis, that spirit of commu-
nity is more important than 
ever. It holds the key to our 
survival.

I’ve spent much of my 
career traveling from one 
American community to 
another. Some are bustling 
larger cities. Others are 
quiet small towns. What 
they all have in com-
mon is the burning desire 
to revitalize themselves: 
to become more vibrant, 
prosperous, livable, and 
loveable than they are right 
now. And as I’ve worked 
with these diverse groups 

SHS student 

named to panel
By Ann vonHoorn

Cheyanne Kochan, a rising sophomore 
at Swansboro High School, has been 
selected to the National Youth Advisory 
Board of Sandy Hook Promise and SAVE 
(Students Against Violence Everywhere).

Kochan will be the only representative 
from the state serving on this national 
organization.

As a member of the prestigious youth 
advisory board she will attend virtual 
meetings on a regular basis, joining with 
young people from across the country to 
implement programs to address the prob-
lem of suicide, bullying and violence of 
all kinds everywhere.

Martha Kelley, SHS faculty advisor 
of the school’s SAVE Promise Club, said 
Kochan was active in the club as a fresh-

man.
“Cheyanne demonstrated her pas-

sion to help other students in her fresh-
man year,” Kelley said. She participated 
enthusiastically in the “Start with Hello” 
and “Say Something” programs offered 
by the SAVE Promise Club at the high 
school.

Kelley recommended Kochan to the 
Youth Advisory Board because of her 
honest desire to help other students.

“I want to help students find a place 
to get help,” Kochan said. She said she 
looks forward to to the coming year, par-
ticipating in the SAVE Promise Club and 
building a safe environment for students 
in Swansboro.

Kelley has been selected to the 

(See COMMUNITY, page �)
(See STUDENT, page �)

Saturday 

holiday 

changes 

schedule
Independence Day 

falls on a Saturday this 
year setting up some dif-
ferent holiday schedules.

The town of 
Swansboro offices will 
be closed Monday for 
the July 4 holiday.

Onslow County gov-
ernment offices will be 
closed on Friday and 
Monday, July 3 and 6.

Onslow County 
Landfill collection sites 
will be closed on July 4.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will be closed on 
Saturday.

The Swansboro 
Branch Library will be 
closed Friday, Saturday 
and Monday.

Some financial insti-
tutions in the community 
will not take the holiday.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed on 
Saturday.

Hubert Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment takes good care of its equip-

ment in these lean economic times. 
(Pete Rulon photo)

By Zack Nally

The novel coronavirus 
and subsequent quarantine 
has had a tangible effect on 
the Hubert Volunteer Fire 
Department and the com-
munity it services.

Training is done in 
smaller groups, or virtu-
ally if possible, open house 
events have been canceled 
and ironically, fewer calls 
are coming into the station.

“We’ve actually seen 
a decline in calls,” Chief 
Joseph Williams said. “I 
guess since people aren’t 
out as much, we haven’t 
seen as many outside fires 
and car wrecks. That’s a 
great thing. And because of 
that decline, it has allowed 
our personnel to spend 
more time with their fami-
lies.”

That extra family time is 
rare for volunteer firefight-

Pandemic 

and HVFD
Department coping

ers, who often balance full-
time jobs and families with 
time at the station. On top 
of that, volunteers are not 
paid workers.

“It’s amazing how many 
people are surprised when 
they find out the majority 
of these departments are 
made up of unpaid volun-

teers,” Williams said. “All 
of us have some paid staff 
but for the most part, the 

(See FIRE, page �)

As a member of the prestigious youth adviso-

ry board Cheyanne Kochan will attend virtual 

meetings on a regular basis, joining with young 

people from across the country to implement 

programs to address the problem of suicide, 

bullying and violence of all kinds everywhere.

The N.C. Coastal 
Federation’s Pelican Awards 
will take place virtually this 
year on Aug. 6, 6-8 p.m.

The annual event honors 
the people who protect the 
coast. This year, the cere-
mony – as well as the silent 
auction and raffle – will 
take place virtually, via the 
Zoom platform.

Tickets are $20 for 
members and $25 for non-
members.

For more information, 
visit nccoast.org/celebrate.

NCCF Pelicans 

go out online


