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POLL 
QUESTION

How long do you think 
it will take to decide the 
presidential election?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Nancy Murray, Black Mountain
James Sessoms, Cape Carteret
Marilyn Zmoda, Morehead City
Ramona Wallenschlager, 
Swansboro
Phyllis Davis, Beaufort
Jillian Smith, Beaufort

Ralph Adams, Newport
Gerald Reiter, Beaufort
Mildred Garner, Cary
Keith Kelley, Pine Knoll Shores
Mary Parmley, Newport
Beverly Peck, Newport
Jacqueline Oglesby, Newport 

CARTERET COUNTY

BEAUFORT

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County elections 
offi cials closed the book on the 
2020 General Election with a 
vote canvass Friday certifying 
the results of the presidential, 
statewide and countywide races. 

The Carteret County Board 
of Elections met at its offi ce on 
Live Oak Street in Beaufort for 
the canvass meeting Friday 
morning. The board reviewed 
fi nal vote counts, including ap-
proved provisional ballots and 
supplemental absentees, and 
voted unanimously to accept the 
results. 

Election results are consid-
ered unoffi cial until the canvass, 
when the State Board of Elec-
tions certifi es the count. BOE 
Director Caitlin Sabadish said 
the county submitted its fi nal 
counts to the state Friday morn-
ing without issue. 

“Overall it went really well. I 
think we were kind of preparing 
for the worst because we didn’t 
know what to expect,” Ms. 
Sabadish said.  “It was a very 
contentious election and COVID 
presented a whole new set of 
challenges, so we went into it 
preparing for the worst, but it 
didn’t meet those expectations, 
in a good way.”

Deputy Director Margot Burke 
agreed, saying it was “one of 
our best elections for the num-
ber of people who voted.”

The fi nal count shows 42,848 
Carteret County residents cast 
a ballot in the 2020 General 
Election, representing 82.76% 
of registered voters in the 
county. The BOE approved 58 
provisional ballots and reported 
5,197 voters cast an absentee 
ballot.

A recount in some statewide 
races is still possible because 
the vote margin is within 1%, 
and candidates have until 5 
p.m. Monday to request a re-
count. 

For a list of fi nalized results 
for the 2020 General Election, 
visit carolinacoastonline.com/
election2020. 
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Carteret County Board of Elections Vice 
Chairperson Jeanette Deese, left, and 
Chairperson Susie Cuthrell review supple-
mental absentee ballot counts during a 
vote canvass Friday morning at the BOE 
offi ce in Beaufort. (Elise Clouser photo)

BOE completes vote 
canvass, election 
results finalized

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Now that 72% of county 
voters approved a $42 million 
school bond referendum Nov. 3, 
what happens next?

County Board of Education 
Chairman John McLean, during 
an interview Monday, said one 
of the fi rst steps is hiring a bond 
projects manager to oversee the 
massive amount of projects, 
which range from classroom 
additions to enclosing walkways 
and HVAC work. Although he 
would not confi rm who that 
manager would be, construction 
manager Keith Maready has 
served as a projects manager 
during previous school bond 
projects.

“Once we have our projects 
manager in place, we’ll start 

Chairman outlines next steps for school bonds

These signs sitting Nov. 3 on Bridges Street in Morehead City endorse a 
$42 million school bond referendum, which Carteret County voters ap-
proved. (Cheryl Burke photo)

putting together projects with 
the county that are time sensi-
tive, then the county will start 

issuing bond debt based on the 
projects presented,” he said.

The County Board of Educa-

tion created a bond committee 
when discussion of the bonds 
began. That committee is com-
prised of school board members 
Travis Day of Morehead City, 
Katherine Chadwick of Stacy 
and Mr. McLean, along with 
school administrators.

“The idea was we wanted 
board members representing all 
geographic areas of the county,” 
he said.

Mr. McLean doesn’t foresee 
any work beginning at schools 
until sometime after the fi rst of 
2021.

“We’ve done a lot of work 
behind the scenes in the event 
the bonds passed, so some 
projects could actually start 
relatively soon,” he said.

See SCHOOLS  Page 2A

Carteret County 
residents gather 

to honor vets
BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

In two Veterans Day ceremonies Wednesday, the county honored 
and remembered military veterans who sacrifi ced for the nation.

The Morehead City Historical Preservation Society sponsored 
the ceremonies in Bayview Cemetery, one to honor American veter-
ans and the second for British sailors buried on the west side of the 
cemetery. The latter were killed during World War II, defending the 
county’s coast from German U-boats.

About 50 area residents fi rst gathered at the graves of the three 
British sailors for a Day of Remembrance service. The group then 
walked across 20th Street to the Veterans Memorial, on the east side 
to honor American veterans.
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‘No one has ‘
’

greater 
love    

Rodney Kemp, chairman of the Morehead City Historic Preserva-
tion Society, honored veterans, including those whose names are writ-

ten on the Veterans Memorial cenotaphs in the cemetery.
Following a moment of silence, he said, “We remember them 

all as heroes in the struggle to defend the nation and preserve 
our freedoms with great thankfulness, boundless gratitude and 

unfettered love and the determination that they shall always be 
honored for the sacrifi ces they made and service they gave to God, 

country and the cause of liberty.”
Bob Guthrie, vice chairman of the society, echoed that sentiment. 

He read Bible scripture John 15:13: “No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends,” he said.

Mr. Guthrie placed a laurel wreath at the base of the Veterans 
Memorial. Veterans at the ceremony were invited to share what branch 
of service they served in and others shared what branches their family 
members were in.

Terri Lawrence of Morehead City places fl owers at the base of the Veterans Memorial in Bayview Cemetery 
Wednesday following a Veterans Day ceremony. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Sunday 
Nov. 15

Monday
Nov. 16

Tuesday 
Nov. 17

Wednesday 
Nov. 18

Low 12:38 a.m. 1:26 a.m. 2:16 a.m. 3:07 a.m.
1:34 p.m. 7:57 p.m. 8:49 p.m. 9:42 p.m.

High 7:06 a.m. 2:28 a.m. 3:22 a.m. 4:18 p.m
7:27 p.m. 8:19 p.m. 9:12 p.m. 10:08 p.m.
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