
Rain is likely on 
Saturday but Sunday 
will be mostly sunny. 
Weekend highs will be in 
the low-60s with lows in 
the upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by June 
Gusty, who is a student 
in Stephanie Easley’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret buys a ‘stormwater lot’

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Chief Dave Degnan to exit SFD post, Page 2

Lazzara inroduces fentanyl bill, Page 10

SHS softball team is the real deal, Page 11

Clyde Phillips Seafood of Swansboro has been painted, 
sketched and photographed many times over the years. But 

rarely – if ever – has the dock and fish house been photo-
graphed from the air. (Pete Rulon photo)

From a different angle

Commentary

Stirring 

humor 

entering

‘old age’
By Robert C. Koehler

No doubt everyone 
grows old in their own way.

But once you actu-
ally hit it – that three letter 
word, “old” – watch out: 
“An aged man is but a pal-
try thing,/A tattered coat 
upon a stick …”

So wrote William Butler 
Yeats, back in the last cen-
tury, conjuring a mystical 
journey to the spiritual city 
of Byzantium in order to 
escape his entrapment in 
that word, and in the world 
that values only youth. Hey 
Bill, how does it feel to be 
so old?

I confess that, back in 
the day, when I was smart 
and young, I had no actual 
empathy for the aging gen-
eration one notch ahead of 

me. For instance, I once 
wrote a column about my 
Aunt Sophie after she died 
– it was meant to be about 
her moxie and persever-
ance, but I started out by 
calling her “a wrinkled old 
lady.” At the time, I thought 
it was simply an objective 
description, but it truly 
annoyed one of her surviv-
ing siblings. Today I cringe. 
I can’t stop groaning and 
apologizing (to myself, of 
course).

Hey, where did I put 
my empathy? Has anyone 
seen it?

But no, I don’t think of 
myself as a paltry thing, a 
tattered whatever on a stick. 
Even at my worst I don’t go 
that deep into self-denigra-

Center variance 

gains approval

Action by the Swansboro Flood 
Management Appeals Board al-

lows renovations of the Visitor 
Center to proceed. (File photo)

By Jimmy Williams

The Swansboro Flood Management 
Appeal Board gave its OK to a request 
for a variance to the town’s Flood 
Damage Prevention Ordinance.

With the variance, work to renovate 
the Swansboro Visitor Center can now 
proceed.

Action came at the appeal board’s 
meeting on Feb. 21.

Andrea Correll, town planner, repre-
sented Swansboro. She cited two factors 
in seeking a variance from the ordinance, 
which would otherwise have required the 
building to be raised by 8 to 10 feet. (See 
related item.)

First, the building is a contributing 
structure within the Swansboro Historic 
District. And, Correll added, “We ben-
efit from the functionality of the Visitor 
Center.”

Under the town’s ordnances, when the 
cost of renovation or repair work reaches 
a certain threshold – 50 percent of the 
building’s value – the structure must 
meet the terms of the Flood Damage 
Prevention Ordinance.

“The town has always been very 
respectful of resources, and there are two 
elevation certificates documenting the 
structure,” Correll told the board.

(See FEELING, page �)
(See VARIANCE, page �)

Church 

going 

one way
More of Swansboro’s 

Church Street will be 
going one way in the 
coming days.

Downtown traffic 
patterns were altered in 
January 2022, with a 
small section of Church 
Street, from Front Street 
to Water Street, desig-
nated as one way.

Town commissioners 
voted in December to 
extend one-way traffic 
on Church Street from 
Water Street, toward 
N.C. 24, out to Walnut 
Street.

Traffic on Church 
Street will remain two-
way between Walnut 
Street and N.C. 24, 
according to the plan 
presented by Dwayne 
Taylor, chief of the 
Swansboro Police 
Department.

Paula Webb, town 
manager, announced 
Monday night at 
the meeting of the 
Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners that the 
change would take place 
in the next week or so.

“The poles are being 
installed this week 
and the signs will be 
installed on Monday,” 
she said.
She said that Alissa 
Fender, town clerk, 
would issue the official 
news release this week
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By Jimmy Williams

A futile call for ambulance 
service on the afternoon of Friday, 
Feb. 24, prompted Kathy Morrell 
of Swansboro to pay a visit to the 
town commissioners.

Morrell told the board of com-
missioners, meeting on Feb. 27, 
that her 90-year-old mother had 
fallen in her Swansboro apartment 
and hit her head.

“While the wound wasn’t deep, 
it bled quite a bit,” she said. So she 
dialed 9-1-1.

After 15 minutes of waiting, she 
said she called again and was told 
the emergency medical technicians 
were on the way. After another 20 
minutes she called again.

“The dispatcher stated that the 
EMTs were on Lejeune Boulevard 
in Jacksonville,” Morrell said.

Estimating that with Friday 

afternoon traffic it would take at 
least another 25 minutes for the 
ambulance to arrive, Morrell said 
she canceled the call. Instead, she 
drove her mother to Med-First in 
Swansboro, where she said her 
mother promptly received excellent 
care.

“Within no time, mom was 
treated and released,” Morrell said.

Morrell told commissioners 
that while she was not before them 

to complain, “I am here though 
to state that as our community of 
Swansboro continues to grow at the 
pace it is, Swansboro needs to look 
at the services that are provided to 
this community.”

Rapid growth is not only over-
taxing the county’s emergency 
services providers, but also schools 
and roads, according to Morrell. 

Ambulance call prompts a look
Onslow County EMS working to fill staff shortages

(See RESIDENT, page �)

The U. S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla 20-10 
welcomes anyone wishing 
to volunteer to help make 
the local boating environ-
ment safer and become a 
better boater.

New members are being 
recruited.

Visit the web for details: 
SwansboroAux.com.

Recruitment

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=13b70eb1-e276-5879-986d-157a2aca1fb4

