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The weekend weather 
will likely be rainy with 
highs in the upper-80s 
and lows in the upper-
70s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Blanca Barajas 
Santiago, who was a 
student in Christina 
Bares’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Carteret CC has drive-by graduation

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow County made sure Isaias preparations were made, Page 5

COVID-19 claims 10th vicitm, on July 29, in Onslow County, Page 5

Precious titanium looks like pollution on our beaches, Page 6 

Among the damage left by Hurricane Isaias 
and his swing through Swansboro was the free-

standing sign at Family Dollar on Corbett Av-
enue. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Dodging a bullet

Commentary

America,

is it time

to forgive

Pete Rose?
By Barry Fetzer

“On August 23, 1989, 
as punishment for betting 
on baseball, Cincinnati 
Reds manager Pete Rose 
accepted a settlement that 
included a lifetime ban 
from the game. A heated 
debate continues to rage as 
to whether Rose, a former 
player who remains the 
game’s all-time hits leader, 
should be given a second 
chance.” (History.com)

Rose has recently asked 
that his lifetime ban be 
rescinded. His request is 
based on the totality of his 
contributions to baseball 
and the fact that his penalty 
for betting on baseball – 
which he eventually admit-
ted to – is unfair compared 
to the discipline (or lack 
thereof) for steroids use 
and last season’s electronic 
sign stealing scandal by the 
Houston Astros.

Should Rose be admit-

ted back into baseball? 
Should “Charlie Hustle,” 
still the game’s all-time 
hits leader compete for a 
place in the Hall of Fame? 
Possibly the answer lies 
in another question. Is 
America a forgiving nation? 

If we were to be honest 
with ourselves, we all need 
forgiveness. We all err. We 
all sin. We all fail and some 
of us make grave mistakes. 
We all need to be forgiven 
at one level or another. 

Forgiving someone 
who hurts us frees us from 
perpetual anger and the 
need for vengeance. It is 
an act of liberty, both for 
the forgiver and the one 
forgiven. If we really value 
the liberty and justice of 
our “One nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all” Pledge of 
Allegiance, shouldn’t we be 
a forgiving nation? 

NCCF seeking 

site in Onslow 

Oyster baskets, a type of shell-
fish mariculture, float on top of the 
water to grow oysters. The NCCF 

wants to build three incubators, 
including one in Onslow County. 
(Photo contributed)

By Zack Nally

The N.C. Coastal Federation is look-
ing to develop the mariculture infrastruc-
ture in Eastern North Carolina, with help 
from the state still needed.

The nonprofit organization, through 

funding from the U.S. Department of 
Commerce Economic Development 
Administration, released a feasibility 
study July 9 detailing the shellfish mari-
culture industry’s potential to “diversify 

(See FORGIVE, page �)
(See ONSLOW, page �)

Fugitive 

arrested 

July 29
On the afternoon of 

Wednesday, July 29, 
agents with the U.S. 
Marshall Service, with 
the assistance of officers 
from the Swansboro 
Police Department, 
arrested an absconder.

Jerry Hux, 32, was 
taken into custody with-
out incident at about 
1 p.m., according to 
Lt. Dwayne Taylor of 
the Swansboro Police 
Department. Hux was at 
638 Broad St.

“In March, Hux 
walked away from 
a prisoner road-
side cleanup crew in 
Mississippi,” Taylor 
said. “U.S. Marshalls 
received information 
that he was staying in 
the Swansboro area and 
sought the assistance of 
the Swansboro Police 
Department with the 
apprehension of Hux.”

Taylor said the 
U.S. Marshall Service 
believed Hux had also 
been staying at a home 
at 113 Ned Lane, Lot 31, 
in Swansboro.

Mariculture project

Susan Casper, seated, is pic-
tured in the Casper’s Marina office, 
awaiting Isaias’s arrival. At left is 

marina customer Aaron Mosley and 
Casper’s employee Matt Littleton 
is right. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Hurricane Isaias speeds through town
By Jimmy Williams

Hurricane Isaias got real 
just before coming ashore 
at the South Carolina-North 
Carolina border late on the 
evening of Monday, Aug. 3. 
The Tropical Storm became 
a hurricane as if to say, 
“Don’t take me lightly.”

But thankfully, 
Swansboro was spared the 
worst of the damage Isaias 
could have caused, accord-
ing to Chris Seaberg, town 
manager.

“We dodged a bullet,” 
he said after a quick ride 
through town on Tuesday 
morning. “This could have 
been a lot worse.”

Seaberg said the town 
put an emergency opera-
tions center in place on 
Monday afternoon, in spite 
of the fact that the town 
has been warned by an 
engineer’s study that neither 
the Public Safety Building 
nor Swansboro Town Hall 
is adequate to withstand 
even a moderate Category 
1 storm.

“We did a very limited 
EOC, with the prediction 
on the storm,” Seaberg 
said. “We operated a nor-
mal staff.” And, he added, 
the staff worked under 
social-distancing protocols 
brought about by the coro-
navirus pandemic. “We 
didn’t call in anyone extra.”

And then, just as the 
tropical storm was about to 
come ashore, it gained new 
life.

“It strengthened to 85 
miles per hour … and it 
made it to us pretty quick-
ly,” Seaberg said.

While the eye came 
close – it passed over 
Duplin County, accord-
ing to Seaberg – it passed 
through quickly. The storm 
was probably gone from the 
area by 4 a.m.

Seaberg said he 
expected the area to receive 
between 3 and 6 inches of 
rain, but the area probably 
did not get that much.

Susan Casper, owner of 
Casper’s Marina, said there 
was very little rain associ-
ated with storm. Likewise, 

‘We dodged 

a bullet. This 

could have 

been a lot 

worse.’
Chris Seaberg

(See HURRICANE, page �)

The N.C. Coastal 
Federation’s Pelican Awards 
will take place virtually on 
Thursday, Aug. 6, 6-8 p.m.

The annual event honors 
the people who protect the 
coast. This year, the cere-
mony – as well as the silent 
auction and raffle – will 
take place virtually, via the 
Zoom platform.

Tickets are $20 for 
members and $25 for non-
members.

For more information, 
visit nccoast.org/celebrate.

Pelican Awards


