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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Walter McClellan, Jacksonville
Lisa Shore, Morehead City
William Nelligan, Hubert
Joyce Smith, Newport
John Melville Jr., Maysville
Jonathan Lane, Hubert
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BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BOGUE BANKS — The summer tourism 
season is fast approaching, and first respond-
ers in the towns on Bogue Banks have advice 
on how visitors to the beaches can stay safe.

The summer tourism season in Carteret 
County usually begins Memorial Day week-
end, which this year is May 25-26. Many tour-
ists come to stay at beach towns like Emerald 
Isle, Indian Beach, Pine Knoll Shores and 
Atlantic Beach, all on Bogue Banks. In these 
towns, public safety officials have advice for 
beachgoers and ocean swimmers to have a 
safe visit. 

One of the biggest risks for beachgoers 
is rip currents. According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
National Weather Service’s website weather.
gov/safety/ripcurrent-media, rip currents are 
channeled currents of water flowing away 
from shore at surf beaches. 

Emerald Isle Fire Chief Bill Walker, 

First responders talk rip currents, warning flags
A black flag flies over Pine Knoll Shores 

in this file photo, warning visitors to stay 
out of the surf. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY — The county public 
school system has been approved for $8.2 million in 
reimbursement funds from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency for emergency protective 
measures taken following last year’s Hurricane 
Florence.

FEMA announced the money has been approved 
in a news release last week. The school system 
incurred millions of dollars in damage to buildings 
following the powerful September storm.

Superintendent Mat Bottoms said employees got 
to work assessing damage to school buildings and 
making emergency repairs right away after the 
storm, which pounded the area Sept. 13-14, 2018.

“Our school crisis team began assessing school 

ELECTION 2019

FEMA plans 
to reimburse 
schools $8.2M

INSIDE TODAY

For a full breakdown of the election results and 
winner of the Libertarian primary, 

see stories on Page 2A.

ABOVE: A voter marks his ballot Tuesday at the Beaufort 
No. 1 polling site inside the Boys & Girls Club of the Coastal 
Plain on Mulberry Street. RIGHT: Election specialist II 
Shawne Southard fields calls from voting precincts Tuesday 
as results are tallied at the County Board of Elections office 
in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photos)

See FEMA / Page 5A See Currents / Page 4A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With just over 50% of the total 
vote, Allen Thomas beat out five other contenders in 
the primary race Tuesday to represent the Democratic 
Party in the special election for North Carolina’s 3rd 
Congressional District seat in the U.S. House.

Mr. Thomas, a former mayor of Greenville, garnered 
12,912 votes overall, or 50.02% of the total, in the 3rd 
District, which encompasses most of eastern North 
Carolina, including 
Carteret County. In 
Carteret County, Mr. 
Thomas had 36.11% 
of the vote, with 920 
ballots cast in his 
favor.

Richard Bew of 
Newport was run-
ner-up for the nomi-
nation, with 6,511 
votes, 25.22% of 
the overall total. 
Mr. Bew was the 
single highest vote-
getter in his home 
county with 1,171 
votes, representing 
45.96% of the total 
in Carteret County.

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Two 
Republican candidates in the 
race for the U.S. House seat 
previously held by Rep. Walter 
Jones Jr. will advance to a run-
off election in July following 
Tuesday’s primary contests. 

With a field of 17 candi-
dates vying for the nomina-
tion, state Rep. Greg Murphy 
led Republicans Tuesday night, 
earning 22.54%, or 9,507 votes, 
across the 3rd District. 

The second-place candidate, 
Dr. Joan Perry of Kinston, will 
request a runoff after winning 
15.44%, or 6,515 votes.

“It’s been humbling to see 
the way folks have taken to my 
message and tonight’s result is 
just evidence of what I’ve seen 
across the District for the past 
several weeks,” Rep. Murphy 
said in a release Tuesday night. 
“… We will take tonight to cel-
ebrate a well-deserved victory. 
But tomorrow we will move 
full-steam ahead toward the 
election in July. The opponent 
makes no difference. We will 
work with the same determina-
tion that propelled us to today’s 
victory. ”

Dr. Perry could not be 

Thomas wins 

Democratic 

nomination
Bew of Newport takes 
Carteret, loses overall

Election official Debbie 
Crutchfield passes out stick-
ers to voters Tuesday at town 
hall in Pine Knoll Shores. 
(Dylan Ray photo)

In third place was 
Dana Outlaw with 
12.62% of the vote, 
or 3,258 ballots, 
overall. In Carteret 
County, Ms. Outlaw 
garnered 273 votes, 10.71% of the total. Ike Johnson, 
Ernest T. Reeves and Gregory Humphrey were the other 
Democratic candidates in the running, with 6.83%, 
2.67% and 2.64% of the overall vote, respectively. 

Since Mr. Thomas received more than 30% of the total 
vote, Democrats do not need to hold a runoff election. 
The Republican primary did trigger a runoff election, to 
be held Tuesday, July 9, moving the general election to 
Tuesday, Sept. 10.

“I’m just really humbled by the great support I’ve 
been shown across eastern North Carolina,” Mr. Thomas 
said Tuesday night after the preliminary results came in. 
“…I’m excited to see where we go from here.”

Mr. Thomas lives in Winterville and served as 
Greenville mayor from December 2011 to July 2017. He 
said he is running on a campaign based on “real progress, 

Primary 
not  over

In race for Jones’ seat, 2 
Republicans head to runoff

See Democrat / Page 2A

See Republicans / Page 2A

Charles Smith, Morehead City
Zina Morris, Morehead City
Nola Willis, Harkers Island
James Mackey Jr., Swansboro
Kathryn Sexton, Morehead City
William Baskowski, Morehead City
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Kathy Powell-Guy, Morehead City
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