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Coastal Living
Crystal Coast Highland Games heat up 
Oct. 22, 1B

Sports
TURNING ON A POINT: Cougars rally 
for emotional 3-2 win over West, 6B
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u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 2b

TIDES Saturday, Oct. 15
Low:  5:41 am 6:52 pm
High:  -------  12:10 pm

Wednesday, Oct. 19
Low:  9:30 am 10:39 pm
High:  3:39 am  4:05 pm

Tuesday, Oct. 18
Low:  8:24 am 9:50 pm
High:  2:37 am  3:08 pm

Monday, Oct. 17
Low:  7:18 am 8:53 pm
High:  1:31 am  2:05 pm

Sunday, Oct. 16
Low:  6:20 am 7:51 pm
High:  12:32 am  1:04 pm

CARTERET COUNTY

See SUMMIT Page 2A

WILMINGTON

county to receive $7.29 million from opioid settlements

better prepared

by the numberspopulation & age in america
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population in american reached an all-time high of 331,893,745 in 2021, up from 309,327,143 in 2010

annual population change in u.s. between 2010-21

.5%

1%

.75%

the us population increased 11 out of the 11 years between year 2010 and year 2021. Its largest annual population increase was 1% between 2019 and 2020

change in u.s. racial and ethnic populations2010 2021
white 197,392,642 to 196,833,431
hispanic 50,736,244 to 62,647,044
black 38,014,561 to 41,858,536
asian 14,765,670 to 19,685,901
multi 5,649,471 to 7,790,671
indian/native 2,268,551 to 2,451,916

hawaii/island 500,004 to 626,246

u hispanic/latino population had the most growth increasing by 11.9 million from 2010 to in 2021.

u In 2021, the us was more diverse than it was in 2010. between 2010 and 2021, the hispanic/latino population grew, increasing 2.5% to 18.9%. 
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u the share of the population that is 65 and older increased from 13.1%in 2010 to 16.8% in 2021.

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

Opioid drug addiction has 
become the number one topic 
of concern for N.C. Attorney 
General Josh Stein, who is visit-
ing counties across the state, 
providing information about the 
recent opioid settlement that he 
and other state attorneys general 

recently reached with one of 
the several manufacturers of the 
drug.

Nine North Carolinians died 
each day of drug overdoses in 
2020. In Carteret County alone, 
cases of Hepatitis C, the most 
common blood borne infec-
tion spread by sharing injection 
needles and other supplies, 

increased more than 400 percent 
over the last 10 years, accord-
ing to emergency services data, 
much of which was attributed to 
growing opioid drug usage.

Within the past year, an his-
toric $26 billion agreement was 
reached with major pharmaceu-
tical distributors to help bring 
relief to communities impacted 

by opioids.
These funds will be used to 

support treatment, recovery, 
harm reduction and other life-
saving programs and services 
in communities throughout the 
state.

On Thursday, Oct. 13, Stein 
visited the Crystal Coast Civic 

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Top area politicians – local, state and federal 
– plus climate experts and scientists, joined 
Wednesday to learn more about fl ooding in 
North Carolina and talk about ways to miti-
gate the growing problem.

The daylong, second annual WATERS 
(Water Adaptations to Ensure Regional 
Success) Summit in the Wilmington 
Convention Center was organized and 
hosted by U.S. Rep. Gregg Murphy, 
who represents the state’s 3rd Con-
gressional District, including Carteret 
County, and Rep. David Rouzer, who 
represents the 7th District, including 

Wilmington.
After Rep. Murphy 

opened the conference at 
9 a.m., U.S. Sen. Thom 
Tillis, R-N.C., appeared 
virtually from Washing-
ton, D.C., and praised the 
organizers for working 
to fi nd solutions to the 
massive fl ood damage 
caused by hurricanes and 

other storms.
He said it’s likely that the problem 

will increase, in part because of changing 
climate and the rapid growth and urbaniza-
tion of the state.

“It’s going to require federal, state and 
local agencies” to address the problem, 
working together, on legislation and poli-

cies, he said. “I appreciate 
your focus.”

“Devastating inland and 
coastal fl ooding upends the 
livelihoods of families, busi-
nesses and even entire com-
munities,” Rep. Rouzer said. 
“Collaboration between every 
level of government and private 
innovators is key to better pre-
pare for the future.”

Many areas see problems even after relatively 
small storm events now. For example, the parking 
lot at one of the city’s major tourist attractions, the 
Battleship North Carolina, often fl oods. Beaufort 
fl oods more often than in the past, too.

Rep. Murphy said last year’s summit was more 
about identifying problems and discussing them.

 “Together, we are developing a targeted, solu-
tions-based approach to inland fl ooding and creating a 
workable blueprint for disaster preparedness,” he said. 
“I’m grateful to the dozens of local leaders, regional 
experts and international partners who took the time to 
participate in our annual nonpartisan event to create a 
safer, more resilient future for North Carolina.”

Rep. Rouzer said dredging is important, so fl ood waters 
don’t’ back up as much.

“We have rivers, creeks and streams that built up a lot of 
sediment, debris and other material over the years,” Rouzer 
said. “And so, there’s a lot of components, you know, to this 
fl ooding issue. We need everybody to come together in a very 
meaningful way, working across disciplines to enact the change 
necessary to mitigate fl ooding in the future.”

“North Carolina is now a national leader and model for fl ood 
resilience thanks to the hard work and partnerships built between 
our federal, state and local partners,” said N.C. Sen Majority Leader 
John Bell. “This event showcases the great work being done by our 

WATERS Summit brings politicians, scientists 
together to discuss fl ood mitigation

MURPHY
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Portion of money may be used for long-term treatment facility in Sea Level

See OPOIDS Page 2A
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