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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Sandra Beacham, Beaufort
Larry Long Jr., Newport

Louise Rhodes, Emerald Isle
James DuBose, Beaufort

Donald Huneycutt, Morehead City
Antony Brilakis, Emerald Isle

Vernon Rochelle, Morehead City
Woodrow Davenport, Dover

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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BACK TO CLASS
CCC students begin
2019-20 school year

Beaufort secures
grant to update
district guidelines

City council approves return of fall 
NC Seafood Festival on waterfront

McElraft
will run
in 2020
Jones pulls out 
of House race

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The city council gave 
the N.C. Seafood Festival 
Board of Directors the 
green light to proceed 
with plans for the 33rd 
annual festival the first 
weekend of October.

2019 N.C. Seafood 
Festival Board of Directors 
Chairman Mitch Gay 
spoke before the Morehead 
City Council during its 
meeting Tuesday at the 
municipal building on S. 

8th Street. He requested 
the city approve a resolu-
tion supporting the fes-
tival and allowing it to 
take place Friday-Sunday, 
Oct. 4-6. 

The city council 
approved a resolution, 
2019-R-47, endorsing the 
N.C. Seafood Festival and 
authorizing action nec-
essary for the event to 
held, as part of its consent 
agenda.

As Mr. Gay explained, 
the 32nd annual sea-
food festival did not take 

‘We’ve increased 
our efforts to engage 
students through 
email, social media 
and text messaging. 
Engagement impacts 
retention. Our motto 
here is ‘Student 
Centered, Students 
First.’          

— Dana Merck, 
dean of student 

services

Carteret Community College history instructor Greta Quinn holds a welcome back sign as she greets students Wednesday, which was 
opening day of the 2019 fall semester at CCC. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Holding welcome 
signs, Carteret Community 
College faculty and staff 
stood in front of campus 
buildings greeting students 
Wednesday for the open-
ing day of the 2019 fall 
semester.

Students seemed to 
appreciate the welcoming 
gesture, including John 
Austin of Cedar Point.

“I’m looking forward to 
being back in school,” Mr. 
Austin, who is majoring 
in aquaculture technology, 
said.

Other students, like 
Madison Varano of 
Newport, 18, were a bit 
apprehensive about the new 
college experience.

“I’m a little nervous, but 
I’m excited,” Ms. Varano 
said. “I decided to start col-
lege here to stay closer to 
home.”

CCC Dean of Student 
Services Dana Merck said 
the college has focused on 
more outreach to students 
this past year, encouraging 
them to not only come to the 
campus for the first time, 
but return to finish their 
degree programs, especially 
those who struggled follow-

ing Hurricane Florence.
“We’ve increased our 

efforts to engage students 
through email, social media 
and text messaging,” Mr. 
Merck said. “Engagement 
impacts retention. Our 
motto here is ‘Student 
Centered, Students First.’”

Mr. Merck said they’re 
also working with students 
to make sure they are taking 
advantage of financial aid 
opportunities.

“Over 70% of our stu-
dents are getting financial 
aid,” Mr. Merck said. “It’s 
very important to a lot of 
our students, especially our 
first-generation college stu-
dents. It’s important that 
they get the proper resourc-
es to succeed.”

CCC student life coor-
dinator Gabe Raynor said 
he’s also reaching out to 
students, encouraging them 
to become active in cam-
pus life. The college held 

See CCC / Page 5A

Rep. McElraft told the 
News-Times Thursday 
she previously intend-
ed her current term in 
office, which is her sev-
enth, to be her last due to 
health concerns for her 
husband, U.S. Marine 
Corps Retired Col. Roger 
McElraft.

However,  Rep. 
McElraft said her 
husband’s health has 
improved noticeably. 

“Since his health is 
doing well, there’s some 
things unfinished I want 
to work on,” she said. 
“They (state GOP lead-
ership) would like me to 
help finish our pro-life 
legislation that we start-
ed. I believe if we get Lt. 
Gov. (Dan) Forest elected 
in there, we can get this 
legislation approved.” 

Lt. Gov. Forest, also a 
Republican, has already 
announced his bid for 
the governor’s seat, cur-
rently, held by Democrat 
Roy Cooper.
See House / Page 5A

See Festival / Page 5A

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Changes could be coming 
to the town’s historic district 
guidelines, pending grant 
fulfillment from the Historic 
Preservation Fund, admin-
istered by the State Historic 
Preservation Office of the 
N.C. Department of Natural 
and Cultural Resources. 

At the end of its Aug. 
6, the town’s Historic 
Preservation Commission 
got an update from town 
Planning and Inspections 
Director Kyle Garner on 
the effort to secure a grant 
earmarked for updating 
the town’s historic district 
guidelines. 

“We got the letter, telling 
us that we got our grant,” 

See Grant / Page 5A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Although legislators 
and the governor are late 
on agreeing on a state bud-
get, county teachers were 
on time Wednesday as they 
reported for the 2019-20 
academic year.

Teachers at Morehead 
City Primary School 
seemed undaunted by the 
lack of a final state bud-
get as they prepared their 
classrooms for the return 
of students, Monday, Aug. 
26.

“We’ve got to have 
a budget in order to get 
the things we requested, 
but we’ll just see how it 
works out,” Morehead City 
Primary School second-
grade teacher Stephanie 
Jones said. “If it doesn’t 
pass soon we’ll make it 
work like we always 
have.”

MPS kindergarten teach-

er Norma Jean Gomez, too, 
said she wasn’t concerned 
about the budget.

“I trust our legislators 
will work it out and make 
sure teachers have what 
they need,” Ms. Gomez 
said. “I’m more excited to 
see a new group of chil-
dren. The closer it gets (the 
new year) the more excited 
I get. It’s like Christmas. 
I’m excited to see a new 
group of kids. I’m already 
having trouble sleeping 
at night because I’m so 
excited.”

A budget was supposed 
to be passed by the time 
the current fiscal year 
began July 1, but Gov. Roy 
Cooper vetoed the legis-
lature’s plan, citing inad-
equate teacher pay raises, 
the absence of Medicaid 
expansion and presence of 
corporate tax cuts.

While the political 
standoff continues, county 

County teachers 
prep for first day

See Class / Page 5A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BOGUE BANKS — 
State Rep. Pat McElraft, 
R-Carteret (Jones), said 
this week she will run 
for reelection to the N.C. 
House, despite previ-
ous state-
ments that 
this term 
would be 
her last.  

P i n e 
K n o l l 
S h o r e s 
M a y o r 
Ken Jones 
said this 
week he 
will not 
file for 
the seat 
after all, 
e n d i n g 
his bid, 
he said, 
to instead 
s u p p o r t 
the long-
time rep-
r e s e n t a -
tive from 
Emerald Isle.

McELRAFT

JONES

place last year because it 
was scheduled just after 
Hurricane Florence in 
September. In its place, 
the board put on a one-

day festival in November 
called “Amped Up For 
You-Tilities” to help 
raise money for hurricane 
relief.

“This will be a very spe-
cial event. This will be the 
first time we’ve had the 
event since 2017, prior to 
Hurricane Florence and 
the impact that had on 
our community,” Mr. Gay 
said. “We’re very excited 
about bringing our com-
munity back together again 
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