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‘Very important help’
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 1B

Linda Morton, Hubert
Jean Garner, Havelock
Don Gould, Beaufort
Roger Colaw, Havelock
Travis Smith, Cedar Island
Edna Moore, Beaufort
Lavaughn Hendricks, Beaufort

Jacqueline Bennett, Morehead 
City
Charles Thomas, New Bern
Susan Martino, Ocean
Stephen Brokamp, Newport
Diana Herring, Beaufort
Eunice Browning, New Bern

CARTERET COUNTY

CARTERET COUNTY BEAUFORT

With coronavirus safety measures in place, 
some Carteret County churches are offering special 
services for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. 
Some of these include:

First UMC
First United Methodist Church in Morehead City 

will present Journey to Bethlehem, a drive-thru ex-
perience, from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday. Residents are 
invited to drive through the church’s parking lot, 
pausing at scenes of the fi rst Bethlehem journey by 
Mary and Joseph. There will be a busy Bethlehem 
Inn, shepherds in a fi eld, angels, wisemen and a 
manger scene. Family groups will make up each 
scene. There will be luminaries to light the way. 
Communion will be available at the end.

Those attending are asked to drive east on Bay 
Street and then turn onto 10th Street, where you 
will be guided to the entrance. A map of the route 
is available on the church’s website fumcmhc.org.

First Presbyterian
First Presbyterian Church in Morehead City will 

hold two services Thursday with masks required. 
The church will celebrate with a family service at 
4 p.m. in Westminster Hall. The church will hold 
a candlelight communion service at 7 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.

Grace Presbyterian
Grace Presbyterian Church in Beaufort will 

hold a Christmas Eve candlelight service at 5 p.m. 
Thursday. Those attending are asked to wear masks 
and social distance and other coronavirus safety 
precautions will be in place.

The church will also offer a livestream Christmas 
Eve worship service at 3 p.m. at fumcmhc.org.

Ann Street UMC
Ann Street United Methodist Church in Beaufort 

will hold a candlelight Christmas Eve service at 5 
p.m. Thursday in the church’s parking lot. While 
spatially distanced and wearing masks, those 
attending will sing Christmas carols, enjoy candle-
light and take communion.

Tuttle’s Grove UMC
Tuttles Grove United Methodist Church will 

offer a Christmas Eve candlelight service at 6 p.m. 
Thursday. Masks are required.

Parkview Baptist
Parkview Baptist Church in Morehead City will 

hold a New Year’s Eve Service at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 31 in the sanctuary. Masks are encouraged 
and hand sanitizer should be used as you enter the 
building. Seating will be socially distanced.

Awana Clubs for children ages 4 through fi fth grade 
will meet beginning Sunday, Jan. 10. The club’s youth 
activities begin at 4:30 p.m. each Sunday.

The church’s monthly Movie Night is set for 6 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 8. Popcorn is available and the 
January movie will be announced later.

Christmas Eve 
church services set

See CHURCHES Page 3A

See RALLY Page 3A
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Donning masks as a COVID-19 safety 
precaution, members of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church were rushing Friday to load vehicles 
with wrapped gifts and bicycles for delivery to 
children and families in time for Christmas.

A similar scene was playing out at First 
United Methodist Church in Morehead City, 
where volunteers were sorting gifts and food 
that fi lled the church’s large fellowship hall.

The fl urry of activity was part of Project 
Christmas Cheer. The nonprofi t PCC organiza-
tion takes applications from families in need 
and then places the children’s names on Angel 
Trees at various county locations for people to 
adopt to provide Christmas gifts. Families also 
receive food boxes or gift cards for food. This 
year trees were set up at the Sports Center and 
One Harbor Church in Morehead City.

While COVID-19 threw challenges at the 
dedicated group of volunteers, Bob Cousens, 
co-chairman of Project Christmas Cheer, said 
once again county residents, churches and busi-
nesses came through to adopt the 562 children 
and 123 senior citizens who applied for help.

“I want to thank everyone who helped 
because this was a sacrifi cial year for adopting 
angels, and through your donations everyone 
was adopted,” Mr. Cousens said.

He added that applications were down from 
last year, and he believes that some families 
didn’t apply because of fear of coming out dur-
ing the pandemic.

“I know the needs were there, and we had 
COVID-19 safety protocols in place during 
the application process,” he said. “I’m not sure 
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Nearly 300 families of 
Carteret County students 
received much needed food 
assistance Saturday during 
the “Feeding Kids Event,” 
hosted by the county public 
school system.

The drive-thru food dis-
tribution took place simul-
taneously at Croatan High 
School, East Carteret High 
School and West Carteret 
High School. 

County school offi cials 
invited families in need of 
food over the two-week 
Christmas break to sign up 
for the distribution. Fami-
lies that signed up received 
a meal box for each student 
in their family. Each meal 
box included 10 frozen 

breakfast meals and 10 
frozen lunch meals.

In addition, two churches 
and a business were giving 
out gift cards for food and 
turkeys at the various loca-
tions. The National Charity 
League, along with students 
from various schools, 
handed out cookies and 
treats, as well.

Carteret County Schools 
Child Nutrition Director 
Melissa Albright organized 
the project, saying there 
were families in need of the 
help during the holidays.

“I don’t want any child 
being hungry over the holi-
days,” Ms. Albright said. 
“Since (the coronavirus 
pandemic), a lot of people 
have lost their jobs and I 
think this is very impor-

Schools, community rally to feed students over Christmas break

tant.”
She added that she 

didn’t have the most recent 
information on the percent-
age of students on free 
and reduced-price meals 

because the school system 
qualifi ed last year for a 
federal Community Eligi-
bility Program that provides 
free breakfasts and lunches 
to all students in grades 

A child waits to hand out treats prepared by the National Charity 
League during a food distribution Saturday at West Carteret High 
School. (Cheryl Burke photo)

kindergarten through eighth 
grade.

Although not at the event 
Saturday, last week Salva-
tion Army Social Services 
Director Heather Hall said 
she’s seen a 20% increase 
in families seeking food 
assistance compared to the 
previous year.

“For a while, families 
weren’t coming in because 
of COVID, but now they’re 
coming in asking for food 
assistance because of their 
fi nancial need,” Ms. Hall 
said.

Those receiving food 
at WCHS said they were 
grateful for the help.

“This means a lot,” 
parent Susan Morgan said. 
“Without this it would be 
very diffi cult. This will help 

get us through the Christ-
mas break.”

Superintendent Dr. Rob 
Jackson praised the child 
nutrition department and 
Ms. Albright for reaching 
out to meet the needs of 
struggling families. He also 
thanked volunteers who 
helped with the project.

“I am extremely ap-
preciative of Mrs. Albright 
and all the employees of 
the Child Nutrition Depart-
ment for voluntarily taking 
on this meal project,” Dr. 
Jackson said. “This was not 
a requirement of any type. 
These dedicated employees 
recognized the need for 
students to have meals over 
the long winter break... 
This is a labor of love and 

DespiteCOVID-19challenges,churchesspreadChristmasCheer
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church member Nancy Ustach organizes Project Christmas Cheer packages for delivery Friday at her church in Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church member Charles Hale tries to fi t bicycles into his vehicle for delivery 
Friday during a Project Christmas Cheer delivery day at his church. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Stepping up for the community

why the numbers were down, but I believe 
that may be the reason.”

Last year, the organization assisted 759 
children and 133 seniors.

Volunteers at St. Paul’s Episcopal and 
First United Methodist, who annually adopt 
a large number of angels, said they wanted 
to make sure county residents in need would 
have Christmas for their families.

“I can’t stand the thought of a child not 
having a Christmas,” Doris Wade, who 
coordinates PCC at First United Methodist 
Church, said Friday. “As long as I am able, 
there will be Christmas Cheer at this church.”

Ms. Wade said the church adopted 48 

families, representing 83 children. All 
families received a food box, including a 
turkey, along with gifts for the children. 
Most families selected by the church 
picked up their gifts Saturday.

She said several safety precautions were 
added this year due to COVID-19.

“People could adopt an angel at the 
church, and we also made them available 
online,” she said. “Instead of people com-
ing inside to pick up their gifts, this year 
we are doing a drive-thru pickup, and we 
have people bringing the gifts out to the 

merry chrIstmas!
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