
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
carolinacoastonline.comPublished Wednesday and Sunday

Vol. 109 - No. 30 Sunday, April 12, 2020 75¢

PINE KNOLL SHORES

EMERALD ISLE

Obituaries on Page 3A

Editorials .................. 8-9A
Sports ...................... 6-7A
Coastal Living ........... 1-2B
Puzzles .................... 3B
Compass Points ........ 4-5B
Public Notices ........... 7B
Classifieds ................ 8B

INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Charles Bolton, Cary
James Baker, Beaufort
Arlene Dargan, Havelock
Paula Day, Stacy

Towns implement more 
restrictions for safety

Other towns are implement-
ing new restrictions on visitors, 
residents and guests as well. 
For information about Cape 
Carteret’s new curfew, see 
Page 2A and details on Atlantic 
Beach’s new safety measures 
are on Page 5A.
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Local emergency officials 
say the county has a sufficient 
supply of personal protective 
equipment to handle the current 
health needs of the community, 
but that could change as the 
novel coronavirus continues to 
spread.

Carteret County Emergency 
Services Director Stephen 
Rea told the News-Times as of 
Tuesday, the county’s stock of 
personal protective equipment, 
or PPE, is adequate to outfit 
first responders with gear. PPE 
includes equipment such as 
surgical masks, N95 respira-
tor masks, eye shields, gloves, 
gowns and other gear designed 
to protect first responders and 
health workers from getting 
infected when dealing with 
patients who may have COVID-
19, the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus. 

“I don’t have exact numbers, 
but we have a sufficient stock of 
PPE for our first responders at 
this time,” Mr. Rea said.

Though it is not yet a critical 
need, Mr. Rea said surgical 
masks are the one item in 
the lowest supply right now. 
He asked anyone with extra 
medical-grade surgical masks 
to consider donating them to the 

county. He added the county has 
enough N95 respirator masks 
for now.     

“We have a good supply 
right now, but if this continues 
on much longer, we will need 
them,” he said. 

The county’s emergency 
services department acts as a 
middleman among local first 
responding agencies –police, 
fire and EMS departments 
– and the state for ordering 
and distributing PPE. Mr. Rea 
said since the state has been 
getting much of its supply from 
a national PPE stockpile, it can 
take a while for requests to be 
fulfilled. 

“They get requests from all 
over the state, so they have to 
prioritize where the supplies go 
at a state level,” he said. “…
We’re getting the supplies we 
need, but it is a slow process.”

Mr. Rea said some local 
agencies requested extra PPE as 
a precaution, but the state was 
only able to provide enough to 
cover immediate needs. He said 
there are formulas that help cal-
culate what PPE is needed, but 
since the situation is ever-chang-
ing, it’s hard to know exactly 
what the future needs could be. 
He added the county also orders 
some supplies directly from 
vendors.

“Everyone has to guesstimate 
what they might need, which is 
tough,” Mr. Rea said. 

The state’s stock of PPE is 
tracked and monitored by N.C. 
Emergency Management, ac-
cording to the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services. 
The NCDHHS keeps an updated 
count of PPE requested and 
received from the national stock-
pile.

As of Friday, the state had 
received 598,000 procedure 
masks, 242,100 N95 masks, 
87,966 gowns, 460,000 pairs 
of gloves, 113,184 face shields 
and 414 coveralls. The state 
requested 500,000 of each type 
of equipment.

Gov. Roy Cooper and oth-
ers have criticized the federal 
government for only providing 
a fraction of the equipment 
requested. In a Friday press 
conference, Gov. Cooper said 
the state has received three 
shipments of supplies from the 
national stockpile, and he was 
told not to expect any more. 
In response, the governor said 
the state will move to ordering 
supplies directly from manufac-
turers. 

Carteret Health Care repre-
sentatives did not respond to a 
request for comment about the 
hospital’s supply of PPE. 

Carteret Health Care 
X-ray technician Brit-
tany Croom wears a 
protective mask as she 
stands outside the Im-
aging Center in More-
head City on Thursday. 
Carteret County 
Emergency Services 
Director Stephen Rea 
said for now the county 
has an adequate stock 
of personal protective 
gear but said masks 
are the item in lowest 
supply. (Cheryl Burke 
photo)
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On the brink of Easter weekend 
– the traditional start of tourism sea-
son – Emerald Isle officials Thursday 
afternoon imposed a new self-quar-
antine measure for arriving visitors 
and returning residents in order to 
help prevent the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

In a proclamation that went into 
effect at 11:59 p.m., Mayor Eddie 
Barber amended the town’s March 19 
state of emergency.

The new provision states that, “...
all residents and non-residents of 
Emerald Isle arriving for overnight 
stays are ordered, while present in 
Emerald Isle, to self-quarantine for a 
period of 14 days if such arrival was 
preceded by an overnight stay outside 
of Carteret County.”

As justification for the new mea-
sure, Mayor Barber cited the fact that 
public health authorities at the local, 
state and national levels have urged 
residents to stay home as a means of 
slowing or thwarting the spread of 
the virus and Gov. Roy Cooper has 

Anyone coming to Pine Knoll 
Shores for an overnight stay or longer 
will be required to register with town 
officials and self-quarantine for 14 
days, and everyone in town must fol-
low a curfew.

Town officials announced Thurs-
day night an amendment to the state 
of emergency declaration for the 
town, which was issued due to the 
novel coronavirus outbreak.

According to the announcement, 
self-quarantine requirements will 
commence at 11:59 p.m. Sunday for 
all residents and non-residents arriv-
ing for overnight stays. These people 
will be required to remain in their 
homes and not receive any visitors 
other than immediate family.

Additionally, anyone subject 
to self-quarantine will be re-
quired to register by emailing 
Police Chief Ryan Thompson at 
rthompson@townofpks.com or by 
calling the chief at 252-247-2474.

Those registering will need to 
provide Chief Thompson with the 
following information:

A list of names of everyone arriv-
ing in Pine Knoll Shores.

The address where they will be 
staying.

Where they’re coming from.
The expected length of the stay.
A phone number where they can be 

reached.
Individuals exempt from self-

quarantine requirements are those 
traveling for crucial medical atten-
tion, those escaping a life-threatening 
emergency, those receiving emergen-
cy service from first responders and 
those employed in essential jobs.

Officials require 
visitors to register, 
self-quarantine

Town imposes  
orders on guests, 
returning residents

See Orders / Page 5A
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It looked like a scene 
from a Wild West rodeo 
Wednesday in the barn of 
Dave and Lou Ann Sekely, 
owners of Alpacas of the 
Crystal Coast.

Professional shearers 
with Alley-Pac Alpaca 
Shearing, based in Fort 
Collins, Colo., set up in the 
barn to shear the couple’s 
17 alpacas and those owned 
by three other farms or 
businesses in the county.

Ms. Sekely said the 
decision was made to go 
ahead with the annual 
spring shearing despite the 

onging novel coronavirus 
pandemic because alpacas 
must have their thick winter 
coats sheared in order to 
survive the South’s hot 
spring and summer climate.

“Alpacas are susceptible 
to heat stroke, and for them 
it’s a matter of life and 
death,” Ms. Sekely said.

Shearer Luke Loffhagen, 
too, said it’s critical for 
alpacas to get sheared in the 
spring.

“If they don’t get sheared 
in the spring, some of them 
will get heat stroke and 
they’ll die,” Mr. Loffhagen 
said.

Shear excitement fills alpaca farm

Dave Sekely, co-owner of Alpacas of the Crystal Coast in Ocean, comforts an 
alpaca as it waits to be sheared Wednesday. (Cheryl Burke photo) See Alpaca / Page 10A

County has some PPE, seeks  
to bolster stock with donations

PREPARINGFORBATTLE

STATEWIDE
SUPPLY

598,000  
procedure masks

242,100  
N95 masks

87,966  
gowns

460,000 
pairs of gloves

113,184  
face shields 

414  
coveralls
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