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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

And you have brains in your head
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

Sunday 
March 7

Monday
March 8

Tuesday
March 9

Wednesday
March 10

Low 8:57 a.m. 10:05 a.m. 11:03 a.m. 4:28 a.m.
8:41 p.m. 9:51 p.m. 10:54 p.m. 4:36 p.m.

High 2:16 a.m 3:26 a.m. 4:30 a.m 10:29 a.m
2:43 p.m. 3:54 p.m. 4:56 p.m. 11:02 p.m

BEAUFORT

BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT
BEAUFORT — On Wednes-

day, deputies arrested Joey 
Blair Lawrence, 46, of Beau-
fort, on charges of felony statu-
tory sex offense with a child 
under 15.

In Febru-
ary, detectives 
launched an 
investigation 
into a report of 
possible sexual 
abuse, accord-
ing to a Thursday 
afternoon report 
from the Carteret 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce. 
Detectives say a child told 

a child forensic interviewer at 
Carteret Children’s Advocacy 
Center about the alleged incident.

Detectives reportedly spoke 
with Mr. Lawrence before 
charging him.

Mr. Lawrence was placed un-
der a $100,000 secured bond 
and had his fi rst court appear-
ance in Carteret County District 
Court Thursday morning. 

He remains in the Carteret 
County jail in Beaufort. 

Man charged with 
statutory sex offense 
with a child 

BEAUFORT

Patricia Kwaak, Richmond, Va.
Angela Wendt-Ulin, Peletier
Janie Briley of Morehead City
Dorothy Hamilton, Swansboro
Horace Cooley, Morehead City
Harley Meeks Jr., Emerald Isle
Derrick Lewis, Broad Creek
Judith Tilley, Morehead City
Ruby Whitaker, Harkers Island

Lisa Glazier, Wilmington
Barbara Mason, Morehead City
Rose Shuping, Morehead City
Brenda Townley, Morehead City
Willie Murray, Newport
James Robbins Jr., Newport
Jerry Merrill Jr., Beaufort
Joshua Stafford, Morehead City

POLL
QUESTION

 Are you in favor of plans by 
Emerald Isle to enact a new 

automated parking system and 
fees at the eastern and western 

ocean access facilities?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

?

See MAST Page 6A

LAWRENCE

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT
CARTERET COUNTY — In 

its second update of the week, 
the Carteret County Health 
Department confi rmed 20 
new cases of COVID-19 in the 
county, with hospitalizations at 
Carteret Health Care in More-
head City on the rise. 

As of Wednesday, offi cials 
reported six COVID-related 
hospitalizations, up from three 
reported Monday. 

The 20 new cases reported 
since Monday bring the total 
since March 2020 to 4,431 
confi rmed, with 84 considered 
active as of Wednesday after-
noon. In all 4,304 individuals 
with confi rmed cases have re-
covered and satisfi ed quaran-
tine requirements, according to 
the health department. Forty-
three Carteret County residents 
have died. 

In a post Tuesday, the de-
partment said it would scale 
back its daily information 
drops about COVID-19 cas-
es, releasing them Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, rather 
than the Monday through Fri-
day schedule previously used. 
The thrice-weekly information 
will continue to be released at 
4 p.m.

COVID-related 
hospitalizations 
tick up slightly 

BY J.J. SMITH
NEWS-TIMES

News of the East Carteret and Northside-Pi-
netown girls basketball playoff game made its 
way around the state this week.

The contest was one to remember.
Holding a 12-point lead early in the fourth 

quarter, East then had six of its eight players 
on the roster foul out, putting two players on 
the fl oor for the fi nal 48.7 seconds in a 51-45 
loss. The Mariners trailed by just two points 
when it was limited to only two players.

“It will take me a couple of days to get over 
this,” East coach Keith Bernauer said after the 
game. “If we don’t have all those fouls – fouls 
are a part of basketball, I get that – but if we 
fi nish with fi ve (players), we win that basketball 
game.”

Chapel Fowler of The Fayetteville Observer 
wrote a story on the game titled “How do you 
coach a 2 on 5 high school basketball playoff 
game? East Carteret tried its best.”

The story ran in fellow Gannett papers in 
the state such as the StarNews in Wilmington, 
The Dispatch in Lexington, Times-News in 
Burlington and The Courier-Tribune.

The game was also a topic of discussion on 
SportsChannel8 The Radio Show on 99.9 The 
Fan in Raleigh.

It appeared as if the Mariners were headed 
to the 1A regional fi nal with 6:29 to go thanks 
to a 34-22 lead over Northside in the third-
round game on Saturday, Feb. 27. From that 
point on, the visitors shot 32 free throws while 
the home team shot four.

The Panthers went 14-of-32 in the fourth 
quarter and ended the night going 18-of-51. 
East shot 3-of-4 in the fourth and fi nished 
the game going 10-of-18. The Mariners were 

Taren Renken, left, and Kate Guthrie were the lone East Carteret players on the fl oor in the fi nal 48.7 
seconds of play during the third round 51-45 loss to Northside-Pinetown. (J.J. Smith photo)

East Carteret girls basketball game draws attention
Sixofeightplayers
foulout,leaving
twoonthefloorin
game’sfinalminute

“
”

It will take me a couple of days to get over this. 
If we don’t have all those fouls – fouls are a part 
of basketball, I get that  - but if we fi nish with 
fi ve (players), we win that basketball game.

Keith Bernauer
East Carteret coach

called for 35 fouls while the Panthers were 
called for 19.

The game was tightly called, and foul 
numbers were pretty even entering the 
fourth with Northside shooting 4-of-19 and 
East going 7-of-14 

Then in the fourth, Camdyn Ensminger 
fouled out with 5:09 to go, Kendalyn Dixon 
fouled out with 3:23 left on the clock, 
and Kenliana Dixon fouled out with 2:41 
remaining.

There were fi ve Mariners left at that 
point.

Ellie Fulcher fouled out with 1:46 left, 
giving East four on the fl oor.

Northside’s Paige Sawyer hit a shot with 
1:14 remaining to give her team a 47-45 
lead, and with 50 seconds to go in the game, 
Tanzania Locklear fouled out to give the 
Mariners just three on the fl oor. Two sec-
onds later, Hailey Grady fouled out, limiting 
East players on the court to Kate Guthrie 
and Taren Renken.

The Panthers hit 4-of-8 free throws in the 
See EAST Page 4A
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The Carteret County Board of Education 
voted Friday to transition the Marine Sci-
ence and Technologies Early College High 
School from a school into a program, but 
allow students already attending to continue 
until they graduate.

The 6-1 vote prompted an angry response 
from MaST parents attending the meet-
ing, including Jaymie and Steve Kerstein 
of Newport, who along with other parents, 
have been pursuing legal action against the 

school board for not allowing their freshmen 
children to enroll in the school.

“I’m angry and disappointed. We plan to 
continue to pursue legal action,” said Ms. 
Kerstein, who was accompanied by her at-
torney, Stacey Gahagan of Raleigh.

“We plan to continue working for the 
MaST families and community,” Ms. Gaha-
gan continued. “The board made a commit-
ment to these families, and that’s who we are 
fi ghting for.”

In response, school board attorney Neil 
Whitford said, “The statutes are clear that 

the Board of Education has the fi nal decision 
on these matters.”

As for the vote, school board member 
Bubba McLean made the motion to go with 
the third of three proposals presented by 
Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson regarding 
the future of MaST. The school meets on the 
campus of Carteret Community College in 
Morehead City and allows students to earn 
high school and college credits simultane-
ously.

CountyBoardofEducationvotestotransition
MaSTintoprogram,legalactiontocontinue

Board of Education member John McLean shares his views Friday regarding a proposal to transition the Marine Science and Technologies Early College 
High School from a set school into a program. (Cheryl Burke photo)

‘MaST is not a classroom’
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