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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Willie Tutt, Fredericksburg, Va.
Antony Brilakis, Emerald Isle
Melroy Grennier, Swansboro
Thomas Leigh III, Newport
Frank Tabbutt, Hubert
Lois Piner, Cedar Point

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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John Hill, Marshallberg
Howard Creech, Emerald Isle
Thomas McMahan, Hubert
Ethel Hamilton, Beaufort
Betty Merrill, Morehead City
William Smith, Morehead City

James Cannon, Cape Carteret

BLESSING
OF THE FLEET

Ceremony 
honors
industry, 
heritage

ABOVE: Pastor Dell Murphy, left, of Harkers Island 
Pentecostal Holiness Church delivers a sermon to a 
silent crowd Sunday during the 21st annual Blessing 
of the Fleet ceremony at the N.C. State Port of 
Morehead City. RIGHT: Teresa Fulcher of Sea Level 
reads the names of deceased fishermen lost to the sea 
as commercial fishing vessels are blessed for safety 
and prosperity at the N.C. State Port of Morehead City. 
(Dylan Ray photos)

Friends and family gather to pay tribute to generations of commercial fishermen who have died and pray for the 
safe return of those still heading out to sea during the 21st annual Blessing of the Fleet. (Dylan Ray photo)

Fire officials
encourage 
drills, smoke
detector checks

Businessman aims to open distilleryFamily talks  
violence after 
Guthrie, 35, 
murdered

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Resident Nelson 
Owens is hoping state and local regula-
tions will fall in line to allow him to 
open a new distillery in town by May 
2020.

“I’m not sure if I can make (it work) 
or not,” Mr. Owens said. 

The president of Beaufort Wine & 
Food, Mr. Owens is no stranger to 
area tourism. He said he wants to start 
his own distillery to add to the town’s 
offerings. 

“I’m thinking this is going to be a 
tourist destination,” Mr. Owens said, 
later adding that he recently filed for the 
name Beaufort Spirits Co. 

The distillery is still in the planning 
stages, Mr. Owens said, and he is still 
waiting to see if he can secure local 
and state permission to operate the 
business. 

On Sept. 30, the town plan-
ning board voted to recommend 

GUTHRIE

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

HEATHSVILLE, Va. — 
Authorities in Northumberland 
County, Va., are investigat-
ing the murder of a Newport 
woman whose family wants 
to shine a light on the realities 
of domestic violence.

Amber Guthrie, 35, was 
killed Sept. 21 in a residence 
in Callao, Va. Several days 
later, her boyfriend, Jason Roberts, 41, was 
charged with her murder.

Sgt. Allen Garland with the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office said the call came in 
just after midnight Sept. 21. When officers 

See Family / Page 5A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— State fire and insur-
ance officials are encour-
aging families to prac-
tice home fire drills this 
week in observance of 
Fire Safety Week, which 
is Oct. 6-12.

“Each family should 
practice multiple ways 
to exit the home and 
have a central meet-
ing place,” County Fire 
Marshal Eddie Lewis said 
Tuesday.

The Independent 
Insurance Agents of 
North Carolina Inc. are 

encouraging families to 
practice home fire drills 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday as 
part of Operation EDITH 
(Exit Drill in the Home).

In addition, the Office 
of the State Fire Marshal 
is encouraging families to 
practice their fire escape 
plan at 1 p.m. Saturday. 

Fire departments can 
opt to participate by 
sounding their sirens at 
the same time to serve 
as a reminder about the 
event.

During the week, coun-
ty fire departments and 
independent insurance 

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Commercial fishermen 
work with many odds stacked 
against them: dangerous 
storms, poor fishing condi-
tions and ever-changing fish-

ing rules and regulations, and 
yet they persist. 

The fishermen’s willing-
ness to risk their lives on the 
open water to make a liv-
ing providing fresh seafood is 

See Fleet / Page 4A

See Drills / Page 6A

See Distillery / Page 4A

Beaufort resident Nelson Owens sits with his dog, 
Taylor, on the front porch of a building he wants to 
convert to a distillery. (Dean-Paul Stephens photo)

BOE chairman,
staffer resign

Heal, Southard out
BY ELISE CLOUSER

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Board 
of Elections Interim 
Deputy Director Shawne 
Southard and Chairman 
Rick Heal both turned in 
resignations last week.

Ms. Southard, a county 
staffer, confirmed Monday 
Mr. Heal resigned Oct. 2 
at noon, effective immedi-
ately. She turned her own 
resignation in Friday and 
will officially leave her 
post Friday, Oct. 18. 

Ms. Southard did not 
give a specific reason for 
her resignation, but said 
“I am the sixth person to 
leave this office in a year 
and a half, if that tells you 
anything.”

Mr. Heal could not be 
reached for comment.

Per state statute, Mr. 
Heal’s replacement must 

be a Democrat appointed 
by Gov. Roy Cooper. Board 
member Amy Holland, 
also a Democrat, said as 
of Tuesday, two names 
had been sent to Carteret 
County Democratic Party 
Chairman Dennis Litalien, 
who will pass on the rec-
ommendations to Gov. 
Cooper for final appoint-
ment.

“We can operate as four 
members because that’s a 
quorum, but we absolute-
ly need a chairman,” Ms. 
Holland said.

Vice Chairman Jeanette 
Deese will conduct meet-
ings until a new chair is 
named.

State statutes regarding 
the makeup of boards of 
elections have undergone 
major changes in recent 

See BOE / Page 5A
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