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State’s second coronavirus 
case brings hygiene questions
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Tillis introduces bill 
to speed up disaster aid 
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UNC-IMS cuts ribbon  
on renovated wet lab
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Town to take closer look 
at short-term rentals 
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Carter Taylor, Beaufort
Susie Willis, Beaufort
Stephen Moore, Trenton
Shirley Gillikin, Otway
Willie Taylor, Mill Creek
Chris Willis, Otway
Effa Murrell, Beaufort

CARTERET COUNTY

Sunday 
March 8

Monday 
March 9

Tuesday 
March 10

Low --------- 1:42 a.m. 2:36 a.m.
1:36 p.m. 2:22 p.m. 3:06 p.m.

High 7:14 a.m. 8:04 a.m. 8:52 a.m.
7:34 p.m. 8:25 p.m. 9:15 p.m.

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

A recount could be loom-
ing in one of Tuesday’s local 
primary races. 

Unofficial results in the 
March 3 primary show District 
4 County Board of Education 
candidates Travis Day and An-
drea Phillips Beasley ended just 

14 votes apart.
Mr. Day won 50.43%, or 813 

votes, while Ms. Beasley trailed 
with 49.57%, or 799 votes. 

“We still have provision-
als, supplemental absentees 
to go through, so that may 
well change the outcome 
either way,” County Board of 
Elections Chairperson Susie 

Cuthrell told the News-Times 
Tuesday night after elections 
officials finished imputing data 
from the county’s 28 polling 
sites. 

Wednesday, BOE Director 
Caitlin Sabadish said the county 
had roughly 140 provisional 
and other ballots that still had 
to be accounted for. Of those, 

40 could affect the District 4 
school board race, she said in a 
later email.

The BOE is set to meet 
at 9 a.m. Monday to review 
those ballots for possible ap-
proval. This week, staff will 
be researching the provisional 

School board race could result in recount

See Recount / Page 6A
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% students who 
have used in 
last 30 days

BY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

For decades, public and private 
schools have played a role in the na-
tional effort to combat drug abuse. 

In the midst of the ongoing opioid 
epidemic, however, a few schools are 
opting for programs that depart from 
the traditional direction of DARE, Just 
Say No and other anti-drug campaigns 
of the previous few decades. 

In Carteret County Schools, adminis-
trators, led by Dr. Sue Kreuser, are hop-
ing the Life Skills Training curriculum 
will have short- and long-term impacts 
on drug-use trends. 

“This is the first (school) year we’ve 
implemented it,” Dr. Kreuser said about 
the Life Skills Training curriculum, 
which came with a $35,000 price tag.  

A veteran educator who came to 

Officialstrynewapproach
tocurbstudentdruguse

Assault on 
personnel

Possession of a 
controlled substance

20 incidents of 71 (28%)
(up from 16 in 2017-18)

20 incidents (28%)
(down from 26 in 2017-18)

* According to data released Thursday by the N.C. Department of Public Instruction. 
* Of the 31 “other incidents,” one is reported as the burning of a school building, but 
county officials are working with the state to remove it to correct what they believe may be 
a reporting error.

Violence, crime at county public schools
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TROUBLE IN 
EDUCATION

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

A state report released Thursday 
showed a slight increase in crime in 
schools in 2018-19 compared to the 
previous year.

However, school officials are work-
ing to correct what they believe was 
a data entry in the report that will re-
move one incident, making the number 
of incidents the same for the 2018-19 
and 2017-18 school years.

According to the consolidated data 
report released Thursday by the N.C. 
Department of Public Instruction, the 
number of criminal acts reported in 
county schools in 2018-19 increased 
slightly from 70 incidents in 2017-18 
to 71 in 2018-19.

The reported acts in 2018-19 
included an increase in assaults on 
school personnel, bomb threats, 
possession of a firearm or powerful 
explosive, sexual assault and sexual 
offense.

There was a decrease in assaults 
resulting in serious bodily injury, 
possession of alcohol, possession of 

controlled substances and possession 
of weapons.

Interim Superintendent Richard 
Paylor said Friday he is still review-
ing data from the report but believes a 
burning of a school building incident 
was incorrectly reported because of a 
coding error.

As for the reason for reportable acts 
overall, Mr. Paylor said, “Often we are 
reporting more behaviors because we 
are being vigilant in keeping schools 
safe,” he said. “Schools must be 
safe places for students and for staff 
members.”

In an effort to improve safety of 
schools, county school administra-
tors, counselors, psychologists, nurses, 
social workers and school resource 
officers joined Friday at Croatan High 
School for a workshop on crisis pre-
vention and preparedness.

School personnel were ana-
lyzing ways to make campuses 
safer and prepare for a variety of 
emergencies, ranging from school 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

There was a significant decrease in the county 
school system’s dropout rate and a slight decrease in 
students suspended from school in 2018-19 com-
pared to the previous year, according to a consoli-
dated data report released Thursday by the N.C. 
Department of Public Instruction.

According to data, the school system’s dropout 
rate was cut by more than half, a 64.5% decrease.

In 2018-19, 1.04% 
of county high school 
students dropped out, 
down from 2.70% 
the prior year. That 
represents 27 county 
high school students 
dropping out in 2018-
19, down from 76 in 
2017-18.

Carteret County 
Schools Interim Superintendent Richard Paylor 
congratulated staff for their hard work in reducing 
dropouts. While he and his staff are still analyzing 
data, he said Thursday, “I am pleased that our drop-
out rate has decreased significantly and credit that to 
our outstanding employees. Over the past few years, 
especially since Hurricane Florence, we have fo-
cused on building strong relationships with students, 
and I believe that has had an impact.”

He added, however, “One child dropping out 
of school and not graduating is one too many. As 
a school system, we are all seeking ways to keep 
students in school.”

The county dropout rate is below the state average 
of 2.01%. The state’s overall dropout rate decreased 
from 2.18% in 2017-18 to 2.01% in 2018-19.

The annual dropout rate report measures the 
number of students who attended any part of the 
2018-19 school year and did not return to school for 
the 2019-20 school year.

DRUGS,VIOLENCE,DROPOUTS

Acts of violence up in 2018-19

A school resource officer parked Friday at Croatan High School, where a work-
shop on school safety took place. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Report: dropouts, 
suspensions down

See Violence / Page 16A

See Dropouts / Page 16A

See Drug use / Page 16A

BRIGHTNOTE

64.5%
Decrease in dropouts for 
Carteret County Schools

27 highschoolers 
quit, down from 76

Remember 
to set your 
clocks 
forward

CRIME

Carlyle Nunn Jr., Davidson
Hazel Hardesty, New Bern
Sanford White, Newport
Conchita Ussery, Havelock
Diane Guthrie, Gloucester
Sara Mason, Sea Level
Ethel Jones, Morehead City

Raymond Hoffman, Havelock
Bruce Weber, Harkers Island
Robert Steed, Morehead City
Beatrice Jackson, Morehead City
C. Donald Slipper, Morehead City
Ada Henderson, Morehead City

Other 
incidents (31)
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