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The News-Times is inside!

• Intersection plans worry Cape Carteret

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 49                    SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                                  AUGUST 14, 2019

T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Onslow’s Dix Crisis Center is now open in Jacksonville, Page 5
Authors Graham and Brown to speak in New Bern, Page 6

New-look Pirates aiming for conference title in soccer, Page 10
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The military’s Civil 
Affairs Team 133 will 
conduct civil engage-
ment and civil recon-
naissance training in 
Swansboro, Aug. 19-23.

“The training will 
support C/91st Command 
Post Exercise and certify 
elements in preparation 
for external evaluation,” 
according to information 
from Swansboro Town 
Hall.

The individuals asso-
ciated with the military 
will be in civilian clothes 
and civilian vehicles. 
There will be no weap-
ons.

“Their purpose is to 
conduct meetings with 
town personnel to iden-
tify potential shortfalls in 
emergency response dur-
ing a disaster,” accord-
ing to the town press 
release. “Additionally, 
learn about and gain a 
perspective of how a 
real government reacts 
with dislocated civilians 
and coordinates relief 
efforts.”
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast calls 
for rain with highs in 
the mid-80s and lows 
in the mid-70s.

This week’s 
weather picture is 
drawn by Deeni 
Halberg, who was 
a student in Kristy 
Spencer’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

Military 

training 

slated

Since July 9, the 
restroom facility at the 
Swansboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce/Visitor 
Center has been open seven 
days a week.

Following a directive of 
the town’s board of com-
missioners, the facility is 
open from dawn until dusk, 
according to information 
provided by Paula Webb, 
interim town manager. 
Previously, the bathroom 
was open Monday-Friday 
during regular business 
hours,

Swansboro Police 
Department officers are 
assigned the task of open-
ing and locking the facility.

Commentary

Governor 

issues 

gun safety 

execuctive 

directive

Stanley returns 

as parks leader
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro has hired a new parks and 
recreation director, but the new director 
is not new to the program.

Anna Stanley of Hubert took over the 
post on July 8, filling the vacancy creat-
ed by the March resignation of Brittany 
Shipp. Stanley came to the Swansboro 
post after serving as Onslow County 
Parks and Recreation program supervisor 
since January 2017.

However, prior to the Onslow County 
job, Stanley was program supervisor in 
Swansboro, from February 2013, soon 
after Shipp’s hiring, until leaving for 
Onslow County in January 2017.

“I’m so happy to be back,” Stanley 
said during an interview in her office at 
the Swansboro Recreation Center.

She pointed out that she was the first 
employee to join the department, fol-
lowing Shipp’s hire. That initial stint 
was part-time, but the job soon became 
full-time.

Add the fact that she grew up in 
Hubert and Jacksonville – the child of 
a military family – and graduated from 
White Oak High School, and it stands to 
reason that Stanley is very familiar with 
the department and the community.

She was chosen to succeed Shipp 
from among the 14 applicants, according 
to Paula Webb, assistant town manager. 
The hiring came while Jon Barlow was 
serving as the town’s interim manager. 
Upon Barlow’s exit in June, Webb took 
on the post of interim manager.

By Ford Porter

Gov. Roy Cooper on 
Monday, Aug. 12, signed a 
new gun safety Executive 
Directive and updated the 
public on recent action 
taken to strengthen fire-
arm purchase background 
checks. Cooper shared 
the information at the 
Department of Public 
Safety’s School Safety 
Summit in Greensboro.

In March 2018, Cooper 
directed the State Bureau of 
Investigation to undertake 
a comprehensive inventory 
of the quality of informa-
tion North Carolina shares 
with the federal background 
check system known as 
National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System. 
Today, Cooper announced 
that as a result of that work, 
284,289 individual instanc-
es of criminal convictions 
that had previously been 
unreported in the NICS 
database have now been 
added.

“I am pleased to report 
that in North Carolina over 
the last 14 months, more 
than 284,000 convictions 
have been added to the 
federal background check 
system,” said Cooper. “This 
improves the quality of 

every background check 
and helps keep guns out of 
the wrong hands.”

Cooper also shared 
information about the gun 
safety Executive Directive 
he signed today. The direc-
tive requires state agencies 
to take increased action 
on closing crime reporting 
gaps between state and fed-
eral agencies, and expands 
firearm safety education.

“Recognizing that the 
odds are long for our cur-
rent legislature to make 
real changes, today I signed 
an Executive Directive 
to my cabinet agencies to 
build on the work we’ve 
done to this point,” added 
Cooper. “Wishing, praying 
and sending condolences 
alone just aren’t enough to 
prevent these tragedies. We 
have to take action.”

The SBI is directed to 
continue the work begun 
by the National Instant 
Criminal Background 
Check System Working 
Group to close information 
gaps where the state should 
be sharing information with 
NICS. Convened by Cooper 
in 2018, the working group 
identified 284,289 indi-
vidual instances of criminal 
(See GOVERNOR, page �)

Anna Stanley is once again 
working at Swansboro Parks and 

Recreation, but this time she is di-
rector. (Williams photo)

Heavy 
rain in 
Swansboro 
on the af-
ternoon of 
Sunday, 
Aug. 11, 
left stand-
ing water 
in a few 
places. A 
puddle on 
Elm Street 
created a 
reflecting 
pond for 
the stop 
sign. Per-
haps it was 
a way to 
get motor-
ists coming 
and going? 
(Carl Lewis 
photo)

Reflection in a puddle

(See DIRECTOR, page �)

Election gets reluctant OK
By Jimmy Williams

Commissioners weren’t happy 
about it, and one of them voted 
against it, but in a special meet-
ing on Aug. 6 Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners voted to approve a 
resolution calling for a special elec-
tion on Nov. 5.

The special election – which 
will run along with the regular 

biennial municipal election – is 
required to fill the vacancy that 
was created when Commissioner 
Angela Clinton resigned in 2018. 
Commissioner Phil Keagy was 
appointed to fill out the first half of 
Clinton’s term, which runs through 
the end of 2019.

Under normal circumstances, 
the special election-filing period 
would have run along with the fil-

ing period for the regular election. 
But this year was not normal and 
no filing for the special election 
was scheduled.

As a result, a special filing peri-
od will have to be scheduled, a task 
which falls to the Onslow County 
Board of Elections, according to 
Jason Dedmond, Onslow County 
Board of Elections director.

“My board has to set the fil-

ing period and that will be for five 
days,” he said. That will likely be 
set at the Aug. 20 board of elec-
tions meeting.

Town officials expressed 
extreme disappointment with the 
fact that the six candidates who 
have filed will not be allowed to 
run for the Clinton-Keagy vacancy.
(See CANDIDATES, page �)

Restroom open


