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The weekend weather 

will be mostly sunny 

Saturday but a chance 

of rain Sunday. Highs 

will be in the low-70s 

and lows in the low-60s.

This week’s weather 

picture is drawn by 

Katla Sokol, a student in 

Christina Barnes’s first 

grade class at Queens 

Creek Elementary 

School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Peletier subdivision proposed
• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

North Carolina Voter ID law put on hold for March primary, Page 3
Swansboro rezoning request back before town commissioners, Page 7

Swansboro Elementary is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

A couple of linemen found plenty of fresh air on their way 
to perform maintenance on a cell tower off N.C. 24 near its 

intersection with Swansboro-Belgrade Road. (Pete Rulon 
photo)

High-wired act

Commentary

New Year, 

same old

pet peeves 

persist
By Carol Hartsoe

Here we are in the first 
month of a brand-new year. 
Who knows what 2020 
will bring? I don’t know, 
but there’s no doubt in my 
mind that along with new 
adventures or events, many 
old things will remain the 
same. Our personalities 
won’t change just because 
we replace last year’s cal-
endar with a new one. The 
things that make us happy 
still will. The things that 
bother us will continue to 
cling to our last nerve, even 
if there’s no logical expla-
nation for it. 

I recently posed the fol-
lowing question to some 
friends: What puts you in 
a tailspin, creates anxiety, 
throws the whole universe 
out of whack? 

Some say holiday get-
togethers do all of the 
above. “Grrrrrrr,” is one 
answer I received. “Having 
to deal with certain family 
members.” 

Bear Creek resident Jill 
Bachik said, “What sends 
my world into a tailspin is 
chaos. I’m good in crowds 
that are all relatively func-
tioning in the same capac-
ity (organized chaos) but 
when too many different 
things are going on in the 
same area, I tailspin. When 
kids are crying, moms are 
yelling, and people are talk-
ing loudly, my head starts 
spinning. Sadly, it happens 
at family events when all 
the kids, spouses, pets and 
grandkids are in the same 
space but all doing different 

County to run 

fire station

The Onslow County-run Free-
dom Way Fire Station will open 
inside the former Swansboro Res-

cue Squad building at 3753 Free-
dom Way in Hubert. (Mike McHugh 
photo)

By Mike McHugh

A second, county-run fire station is 
expected to bring additional safety and 
reduced insurance costs to hundreds of 
folks in the Hubert and Stella communi-
ties.

Residents living near the former 
Swansboro EMS Volunteer Rescue Squad 
station at 3753 Freedom Way will be 
brought into a newly created fire district 
when Onslow County opens up the first-
responder station, which will be called 
Freedom Way Fire Station.

However, owners of some commercial 
properties will likely see an increase in 
fire insurance costs.

For the past several years the area has 
been under the watch of Swansboro Fire 
Department through an agreement with 
Onslow County Emergency Management 
Services.

The opening date is uncertain, accord-
ing to Onslow County Emergency 
Management Services Fire Rescue 
Division Head Chris Hunt.

In addition to Hunt’s title with EMS, 
the Swansboro Heights resident will be 
the fire chief for the Freedom Way Fire 
Station. Hunt is the current fire chief at 
the former Bear Creek Fire Department, 
which became a county-run fire station in 

(See SAME, page �)
(See FIRE, page �)

‘State’ 

features 

Marsh 

Cruises
Some readers of Our 

State magazine may 
have thought one of 
the “4 Perfect Winter 
Weekends” was out of 
place in the January 
issue.

But if you read the 
article “Sand Dollar 
Hunting Bear Island,” 
it makes sense. The 
other three winter week-
ends, in Boone, Beech 
Mountain and Blowing 
Rock, are all about 
winter wonderlands. 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park can be a winter 
wonderland too, for 
hunters of seashells.

“For shell seekers 
with grit and pluck, 
this is prime time to 
find Scotch bonnets 
and whelks, too,” the 
writer writes. The article 
is an interview with 
Swansboro’s Darryl 
Marsh.

The writer joins 
Marsh aboard his boat 
for a winter shelling trip 
to Bear Island. They are 
in search of sand dollars 
and various other trea-
sures that Marsh and his 
charter business, Marsh 
Cruises, are known for.

“You’ve got to be 
willing to be cold and 
wear lined boots,” Marsh 
tells the writer as they 
head out of Dudley’s 
Marina for the trip. “But 
you wouldn’t believe 
what you can find.”

Joined by Marsh’s 
dog, Buxton, the pair 
have success at locating 
not only sand dollars, 
but also sharks’ teeth.

A good winter day.

By Jimmy Williams

The N.C. Supreme Court has 
denied Swansboro’s Petition for 
Discretionary Review of a Court 
of Appeals decision that brought 
the town back in to personal injury 
litigation, after the lower court had 
dismissed the suit.

Of its decision, the N.C. 
Supreme Court writes: “Denied by 
order of the Court in conference, 
this the 4th of December 2019.”

The case involves a toddler 
being burned while playing at the 
town skateboard park.

Cliff Parson, an attorney for 
the New Bern law firm Ward 
and Smith, which represents 
Swansboro, told town commission-
ers of the decision at their Dec. 10 
regular semi-monthly meeting.

“It means we are back into the 
Onslow County litigation,” he told 
the officials.

Mayor John Davis was disap-

pointed with the news, at least in 
part because it means the town’s 
skateboard park will remain closed 
for now. The park has been closed 
since this past summer.

“It’s been a place for kids, 
adults and families to go,” Davis 
said of the skate park. “It is my 
hope … we are able to reopen it.”

While it will be months, pos-
sibly years, before the case reaches 
trial, the suit has taken on a slightly 
new look, according to Parson.

Originally filed on behalf of the 
youngster, Gavin Suarez, against 
the town of Swansboro and the 
American Ramp Company, the 
child’s babysitter, Alaina Hess, has 
since been named in a third-party 
complaint.

“The ramp manufacturer 
brought the minor child’s babysitter 
into the Suarez suit,” said Parson.

The suit now involves Gavin 

Court denies town petition
Swansboro sought skateboard park suit dismissal

(See SWANSBORO, page �)


