
Saturday will be 
sunny and hot and rain 
is possible on Sunday. 
High temperatures will 
be in the low-80s and 
lows in the mid-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Tucker O’Hair, who is 
a student in Marianne 
Waters’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• EIPD hires new assistant chief 

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro police chief suspended, Page 8

Veterans treated to offshore fishing, Page 9

Pupils share Memorial Day thoughts, Page 10

Pirate Fest re-
turned to Swans-
boro on Saturday, 
May 14, with the 
pirate ship Meka II 
of Beaufort, photo 
at right, under Capt. 
Sinbad, photo at 
left, storming the 
Swansboro water-
front with guns fir-
ing. The event has 
been on hold for 
two years due to 
COVID-19. Spon-
sored by Onslow 
County and Swans-
boro parks and 
recreation depart-
ments, the pirate 
re-enactors engaged in sword 
fights, pirate camp life and weap-

There be pirates ... Aarrgghh!

Commentary

State, AARP 

gathering 

information
By Randa Boykin

A collaborative effort 
between the State of North 
Carolina and AARP, the 
largest organization of older 
adults in the state, will help 
our cities, towns and rural 
areas become better pre-
pared to meet the needs of 
an aging population.

A new statewide survey 
titled Age My Way NC will 
ask people 45 and older 
across the state to offer 
their thoughts on priori-

ties for their communities, 
including safe and walk-
able streets; age-friendly 
housing and transportation 
options; access to needed 
services; and opportunities 
for residents of all ages to 
participate in community 
life.

Approximately 1.7 mil-
lion North Carolinians are 
age 65 or older and that 
number is growing. By 
2030, fully one-in-five will 

Friends think 

with verbal art

A black-
bellied 
whistling 
duck has 
has trav-
eled quite 
a distance 
to take up 
residence 
at Through 
the Look-
ing Glass in 
downtown 
Swansboro. 
For more, 
turn to page 
6. (Judy 
Fitzpatrick 
photo)

By Carol Hartsoe

There are myriad forms of art and 
creativity. According to an online source, 
the art of music is sensitive and makes a 
listener feel. A work of art is visual and 
makes the beholder see. Poetry is verbal 
art and makes its readers or hearers think.

American poet, Robert Frost, once 
said, “Poetry is when an emotion has 
found it’s thought and the thought has 
found words.”

The Swansboro Friends of the Library 
recently concluded April’s National 
Poetry Month by celebrating the creativ-
ity of Swansboro area poets. Participants 
were treated to music and pictures as a 
prelude to sharing poetry. They met at 
the Swansboro Branch Library April 26 
to read some of their own poems or share 

the work of other poets who inspire them.
Susan Burkhard read “Summer’s End” 

written by children’s author Judith Viorst, 
from her book, “If I Were in Charge 
of the World.” Burkhard said she finds 
Viorst’s work interesting, humorous and 
great reads for children and their parents.

Ana Maria Macra read the poem, 
“Vishuddha Earth” from her published 
book, Soul Whispers. She read another 
original poem titled Resilience, inspired 
by nature and the recent celebration of 
Earth Day.

Deborah Hartnett Ruzicka is a sea-
soned poet from Cedar Point. She has a 
published book of poems described as 
“a collection of poetry, sad and serious, 
joyous and whimsical, imaginary and 

(See SHARE, page �)
(See FRIENDS, page �)

Club run 

planned 

Saturday
The Emerald Isle 

Parrot Head Club’s 18th 
annual Beach Bike Poker 
Run will take place on 
Saturday, May 21.

Donna Grady, club 
spokesperson, said the 
fundraising event is for 
adults.

Funds generated by 
the run will be donated 
to the Semper Fi 
Odyssey Camp for the 
children of wounded, ill 
and injured Marines and 
Sailors of Eastern North 
Carolina.

Participants will 
“enjoy a game of 
poker, drink specials, 
live music and prizes,” 
Grady said. “Make the 
event even more spec-
tacular by dressing your-
self and/or your bike in a 
PHUN theme. PHOLKS 
will be acknowledged 
and celebrated through-
out the event for their 
innovative ideas.”

Registration is $20 
per person and T-shirts 
are on sale for $20.

The run takes place 
2-5 p.m.

Call (252) 560-4224 
or email cubprincipal@
yahoo.com for informa-
tion.
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75¢

MAY 18

2022

SWANSBORO

NORTH CAROLINA

VOLUME 43

NUMBER 37

NY style one topping pizza 
$10.99

910-325-1775
Offer valid May 18th - May 24th  at Swansboro location only. Call in or in store only. Not available online

923 W. Corbett Ave., Swansboro  

ons demonstrations, along with 
live music. (Pete Rulon photos)

By Jimmy Williams

Work is underway on the 
Swansboro budget for 2022-23.

In a meeting of the town’s 
board of commissioners and 
department heads on April 28, 
Paula Webb, town manager, and 
Sonia Johnson, finance director, 
provided a glimpse of the draft 
budget.

Webb said the infusion of cash 
from the American Rescue Plan 
Act was helpful in balancing the 
budget.

“Without your contribution 
from the ARP, I’m not sure we’d 
be where we are today,” she said.

Swansboro is poised to receive 
about $1 million from the federal 
stimulus program. That money 
can be used in a variety of ways. 
Swansboro, for example, plans to 
use the money to purchase needed 
police cruisers.

Entering the budget cycle 
Swansboro is proposing to main-
tain the town’s tax rate of 35 
cents, according to Webb.

With updated property values 
in place – although some appeals 
continue – in Onslow County due 
to revaluation, Swansboro current 
assessed value for real estate is 

Budget talks
Commission gets look

Visit

(See REVALUATION, page �)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=0a54ad16-5918-5b01-919d-f675f2e24f23

