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Coastal Living
Taking a look at the The 9/11 Memorial 
and The Pentagon Memorial, 1B

Sports
Coach Mason remembered 
at East, West, 5B
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Sunday, Sept. 12
Low:  5:56 a.m. 6:58 pm
High:  ------ 12:29 pm

Monday, Sept. 13 
Low:  6:51 am  8:07 pm
High:  12:47 am  1:32 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Sept. 14
Low:  7:54 am  9:20 pm
High:  1:51 am  2:41 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 15 
Low:  9:04 am  10:29 pm
High:  3:03 am  3:51 pm

See MASKS Page 2A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

MOREHEAD CITY

MOREHEAD CITY

by the numberscoronavirus
carteret40

average cases per day

average casesper day 57
cases per 100,000 people8%Ip 14-day average

n.carolIna6,582
average cases per day

average casesper day 63
cases per 100,000 people6%Ip 14-day average

onslow152
average cases per day

average casesper day 77
cases per 100,000 people47%Ip 14-day average

craven79
average cases per day

average casesper day 78
cases per 100,000 people23%Ip 14-day average

pamlIco11
average cases per day

average casesper day 83
cases per 100,000 people93%Ip 14-day average

unIted states

147,816
average cases per day

average casesper day 45
cases per 100,000 people5%I

p 14-day average
*All charts represent data from Jan. ��,���� to Sept. �, ���� recorded by the CDC

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

After listening to emotional parents, a 
student and community members speak for 
and against mask mandates, the Carteret 
County Board of Education voted 5-2 Tues-
day evening to keep requiring masks in 
schools at least until the next board meet-
ing in October.

The decision came during the BOE’s 
regular meeting Tuesday in the multi-
purpose room of Morehead City Primary 
School.

After hearing from 21 speakers, Superin-
tendent Dr. Rob Jackson and board attorney 
Neil Whitford, and following a lengthy and 
heated debate, board member John McLean 
made the motion to continue the mask 
mandate until the Tuesday, Oct. 3 meeting. 
The motion included a stipulation that the 
administration and board come up with a 
set of metrics regarding the number of posi-
tive COVID-19 cases and quarantines in 
schools to determine when it’s acceptable 
for students and staff to not be required to 
wear masks.

“When we hit a certain benchmark, we 
can move in and out of requiring masks,” 
Mr. McLean said, adding that the overall 
goal is to keep students in school versus 
reverting to virtual learning.

Board member Dennis Goodwin sec-
onded the motion, with members Brittany 
Wheatly, Katie Statler and board chairman 
Clark Jenkins voting in favor. Kathryn 
Smith Chadwick and Travis Day voted 
against.

Wednesday morning, Mr. Jenkins said 
state law now requires school boards to 
discuss COVID-19 and the mask mandate 
each month at their meetings. He believed 
by the board establishing a set of metrics, it 
could help ease some of the debate.

“We can look at the numbers and say 
if we get above this, masks go on, and if 
it drops below that benchmark, the masks 
come off,” he said.

Prior to the vote, Dr. Jackson shared sta-
tistics from the County Health Department, 
as well as the school district, showing that 
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��actual student cases
in carteret county

carteret countycovId cases ages 0-17 years old 

lssch versus

board approves keeping masks mandatory, until at least october

38
total cases in july in children 0-17 years old

216
total cases in aug. in children 0-17 years old

t Parents 
show their 
support for 
making masks 
optional in 
county schools 
during the  
meeting Tues-
day. (Cheryl 
Burke photo)

c vid

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As an American fl ag at half-staff gently blew in the 
breeze, Morehead City Fire Chief Jamie Fulk shared his 
memories Friday of the day the fi rst planes hit the World 
Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, signaling the beginning of a 
terrorist attack on U.S. soil.

“The internal desire I had at that moment to get into my 
county fi re vehicle and drive 100 mph to New York City 
was uncontrollable,” he said during a ceremony at Carteret 
Community College to commemorate the 20th anniversary 
of 9/11. “I wanted to help, I knew fi rst responders and citi-
zens were dying.”

About 100 people, including many county fi rst-respond-
ers, CCC students and staff, and a group of students from 
the Sea of Learning Home School Co-op, attended the event 
in front of the McGee Building.

Chief Fulk said it was important to never forget the 
events of that day, as well as the days immediately follow-
ing.

“That day was one of the saddest days in American 

first responders, community gather for 9/11 ceremony at carteret cc

Morehead City fi refi ghters bow their heads during a ceremony held Friday at 
Carteret Community College to commemorate the 20th anniversary of 9/11. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

See 9/11 Page 3A
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