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Forecast Inside Tides Deaths
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View Linda Werthwein’s artwork at the 

Cassie Howe Algeo Art Gallery at Carteret 
Health Care this month.
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Groups 
watch 
latest 
fish bill 
Size limits
before Senate

Early 
voting
to end,
filing
to open
Tuesday runoff
set, municipal
elections await

Peletier
to move
on new
building

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

RALEIGH — A bill 
moving through the 
state General Assembly 
is watched by fisher-
men. It was introduced 
by House members who 
seek to protect juvenile 
fish in six species. 

House Bill 483, titled 
“Let Them Spawn,” 
passed the House and is 
now before the Senate. 
The bill passed its third 
reading in the House June 
20, and as of Tuesday 
it’s being reviewed by 
the Senate’s Committee 
on Rules and Operations. 
The bill’s stated purpose 
is to require a minimum 
size limit for certain spe-
cies of marine fish to 
ensure 75% of the juve-
nile fish of these species 
will have an opportunity 
to reach maturity and 
spawn at least once. 

The bill was filed 
March 27. Its primary 
sponsors are Reps. 
Larry Yarborough, R-
Granville, Jason Saine, 
R-Lincoln, Michael 
Wray, D-Halifax, 
and Brian Turner, D-
Buncombe.

According to H.B. 
483’s language, if made 
law, the bill will require 
the N.C. Marine Fisheries 
Commission to create min-
imum size limits for spot, 
Atlantic croaker, kingfish-
es, striped mullet, southern 
flounder and bluefish. The 
size limits will be based 
“on the best available bio-
logical and life history data 
for each species.” 

“In the event data for 
a particular species is 
unavailable for North 
Carolina,” the bill reads, 
“the Commission shall 
utilize data from other 
Atlantic coast states 
until studies specific to 
North Carolina can be 
completed.”

The bill also says that 
if the Division of Marine 
Fisheries director deter-
mines a minimum size 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— With one of the big-
gest holidays for summer 
travel only a day away, local 
tourism officials say the 

county’s lodging situation 
is slowly improving after 
Hurricane Florence caused 
extensive damage to numer-
ous hotels, condominiums 
and other rental properties 
last September.

Crystal Coast Tourism 
Development Authority 
Executive Director Jim 
Browder said as of Tuesday, 
he estimates about 80% of the 
county’s lodging inventory 
is available, up from about 

two-thirds available ear-
lier this year. While many 
hotels previously closed for 
repairs have since reopened, 
a couple high-profile ones 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

PELETIER — The 
town’s long-planned 
new community build-
ing beside town hall off 
Highway 58 should be 
under construction fairly 
soon.

Mayor Dale Sowers, 
speaking during the town 
commission’s month-
ly meeting at town hall 
Monday night, said he’s 
been working to draw up 
schematics for the inside 
of the building, including 
a bathroom and kitchen, 
and should be ready to 
apply for construction 
permits from the county 
soon.

The town bought the 
materials for the steel 
building last year for 
$40,000 and included 
$30,000 in the fiscal 2018-
19 budget to construct 
it. However, Hurricane 
Florence dashed that 
plan in September, as the 
town had to pay more 
than $29,020 in hurricane 
debris cleanup costs.

Monday, Mayor 
Sowers said even though 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
has not yet reimbursed 

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Early 
voting in Tuesday’s pri-
mary runoff will wrap 
up this week just in time 
for another voting activ-
ity — filing for the 2019 
municipal races. 

Interested residents 
can begin filing for town 
seats at noon Friday at 
the County Board of 
Elections, 1702 Live Oak 
St., Suite 200 in Beaufort. 

The site should be 
lively this week, as early 
voting continues in the 
Republican runoff for 
North Carolina’s 3rd 
Congressional District. 

Early voting will be 
open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday and Friday, 
but will not be available 
Thursday, as the office 
and site are closed for the 
Fourth of July holiday. 

Interim Board of 
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Committee drafts short timeline for MaST closure
Board could vote July 25

The DoubleTree by Hilton hotel on the Atlantic Beach oceanfront remains closed for repairs due to damage 
from Hurricane Florence last September. Although it and some other lodgings are still unavailable, tourism 
officials expect strong travel to the area for the coming Fourth of July holiday. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — A 
County Board of Education 
committee assigned the 
task of studying and begin-
ning the closure process 
for the Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School kicked off its 
work Tuesday.

The board’s curriculum, 
finance and technology 

work group, which makes 
up the committee, met in 
the school system’s central 
office boardroom on Safrit 
Drive. Members of the com-
mittee are board Chairman 
Travis Day, John McLean 
and Brittany Wheatly.

Once the committee com-
pletes its study and holds 
a public hearing, the full 
board will vote on whether 

From left, county school board member John McLean 
talks about the effects of closing the Marine Science 
and Technologies Early College High School while 
board members Brittany Wheatly and board Chairman 
Travis Day listen. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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