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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Historic 
Site to 
host 
Black 
history 
tour

BEAUFORT

Ü 1B

Sunday 
August 30

Monday
August 31

Tuesday 
Sept. 1

Wednesday 
Sept. 2

Low 12:30 a.m. 1:16 a.m. 1:57 a.m. 2:34 a.m.
12:16 p.m. 1:05 p.m. 1:50 p.m. 2:31 p.m.

High 6:18 a.m. 7:06 a.m. 7:50 a.m. 8:30 a.m
6:49 p.m. 7:33 p.m. 8:14 p.m.  8:51 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

MOREHEAD CITY

Retail center evacuated 
after reported gas leak 

It looked like a dog park 
Tuesday afternoon after emer-
gency offi cials evacuated em-
ployees, and pets, from numer-
ous businesses at Crystal Coast 
Plaza after a gas leak was 
reported at 2:42 p.m. Tuesday.

Employees from PetSmart and 
Banfi eld Animal Hospital were 
among those evacuated, taking 
dogs across the parking lot to 
wait in grassy areas near other 
businesses, including Chick-Fil-
A and Panera Bread.

EMERALD ISLE

MOREHEAD CITY

It wasn’t a typical fi rst day 
of school for Carteret County 
kindergartners Monday.

Because of coronavirus pan-
demic restrictions, parents had 
to leave their little ones at the 
main door, unable to walk their 
children to their classrooms. 
After having their temperatures 
checked outside the front door of 
Morehead City Primary School, 
kindergartners were escorted to 
their classrooms by teachers and 
school employees, as parents 
watched from the main door.

Thanks to early prepara-
tion and small group visits last 
week, the young students and 
parents largely shed few tears.

Kindergartners report under 
new schedule, pre-K begins

MOREHEAD CITY

Thanks to the help of dona-
tions and grants to kickstart 
the effort, the Morehead City 
Fire Department is getting the 
equipment and training it needs 
to form a swift water search 
and rescue team.

The MCFD received around 
$200,000 in state grants and 
other donations to begin pur-
chasing the necessary equip-
ment to form the water rescue 
team. 

Morehead City trains 
water rescue team

See Beaches  Page 4A

MOREHEAD CITY

Teresa Decker, Newport
Harold Gilbert, Morehead City
Lynn Judy, Beaufort 
Martin Brittingham Jr., Newport
Issa Batshoun, Beaufort
Joseph Hill, New Bern 
Tommy Benham, Havelock

Patricia Cobb, Havelock
James London Jr., Beaufort
Charles Brooks, Broad Creek
Betty Knish, Atlantic Beach
Bobby Wright, Atlantic Beach
Robert Pope, Peletier
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Although it might seem coun-
terintuitive, the coronavirus pan-
demic appears to have increased 
beach visitation to Carteret 
County this summer, at least in 
June, the latest month for which 
2020 fi gures are available.

That was the word Monday 
afternoon from Carteret County 
Shore Protection Offi ce Manag-
er Greg Rudolph, who presented 
the fi gures during a meeting 
of the Carteret County Beach 
Commission in the town board 
meeting room in Emerald Isle.

“The June 2020 occupancy 
tax collection was up by 16.9 
percent compared to the June 

2019 collection, representing 
a $228,651 total increase for 
the month,” Mr. Rudolph said. 
That means the county’s beach 
nourishment fund, which gets 
half the proceeds from the oc-
cupancy tax, got $114,326 more 
than it did last June.

“In fact,” Mr. Rudolph added, 
“the June 2020 (occupancy tax 
collection) was the highest ever 
for this particular month, albeit 
just barely.”

“Although on the surface one 
would think the impacts from 
COVID-19 would be a detri-
ment to visitation, the opposite 
has likely proved to be the 
case,” Mr. Rudolph added in 
his monthly presentation to the 

commission, which advises his 
offi ce. “Anecdotally we’re expe-
riencing visitation from families 
who usually travel to other 
states, or other countries for that 
matter, for vacation, but because 
of travel restrictions, are now 
‘discovering’ Bogue Banks.”

In addition, Mr. Rudolph 
said, it appears that with more 
of the public working remotely, 
more people had the freedom 
to spend time at destination 
locations, like the beaches of 
Carteret County.

“Couple these demographi-
cal trends with the fact that we 
can accommodate more visitors 
this year than last because the 
condos and hotels that were 

damaged during (Hurricane) 
Florence are repaired and are 
back online this year,” he added. 

Still, Mr. Rudolph said, end-
ing the fi scal year with a record-
setting June “was not enough to 
overcome the negative fi nancial 
impacts of COVID-19 restric-
tions that caused dramatic drops 
in March and April,” which fea-
tured the closure of many beach 
accesses and a temporary prohi-
bition on short-term rentals. 

As a result, occupancy taxes 
for the 2019-20 fi scal year, 
which ended June 30, were 
down by 5.4% compared to 
fi scal year 2018-19. The gross 

Beach visitation up in June despite pandemic

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

With a large calendar, books and puppets, Morehead City 
Primary School kindergarten teacher Norma Jean Gomez covered 
the aspects of the letter “K” as she recorded a video at her home.

The video was then uploaded for the following morning for her 
19 students who are attending kindergarten virtually.

“I make videos to send out in the morning to introduce what 
we’ll be covering that day,” Ms. Gomez said. “I send out two 
videos each day, then I do reading groups, face to face, later in 
the day. It’s a lot of work, but I’m really enjoying it.”

Ms. Gomez is among many Carteret County teachers deliver-
ing remote content under the school system’s education plan in 
light of the coronavirus pandemic.

An estimated 26% of the 7,775 students enrolled in the 
county’s public schools are attending virtually fi ve days a week. 
The other students attend in class two days a week, with the other 

It’s education 
— Virtually

Students, parents and educators delve into online learning

three days virtual.
Some schools, like MCPS, have teachers strictly doing online 

instruction while others teach in class and online. Other schools, 
like Morehead City Middle School, have their teachers doing 
virtual and in class instruction.

West Carteret High School has created its own virtual acad-
emy, according to Principal Joe Poletti.

He said, “325 WCHS students are in virtualWEST, our 100% 
virtual school within a school.”

Some families opting for the remote virtual program said they 
primarily chose the option for safety reasons during the pan-
demic.

Many families have some children attending under the virtual 
option and others attending under the hybrid schedule.

“At fi rst, with so many unknowns about COVID, I had 

Morehead City Primary School kindergarten teacher Norma Jean Gomez 
creates an educational video for her virtual students Thursday at her 
home. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Morehead City Middle School eighth-grader Peyton Smith relaxes at 
home while she attends a virtual class Thursday. (Cheryl Burke photo) See Virtual  Page 4A
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