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County

Football in the fall?
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 13A

MOREHEAD CITY

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
stipulation that in order to 
reopen, restaurants must 
create a daily log of custom-
ers and maintain that daily 
log for 30 days, including 
telephone/email contact 
information and time in?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the  

Carteret County News-Times.

?

See Opening / Pg 8A

pated.
Town police arrived at her business 

around noon, where McElmon was served 
with a written warning notifying her of the 
violation. No further action was taken, how-
ever, and the Cape Carteret facility remains 
open. 

“They came in and gave me a written no-
tice that I was in violation,” McElmon said. 
“They were very polite, very professional. 
They did not want to do this, didn’t agree 
with it at all.”

On social media, McElmon has received 
primarily support. Facebook user Katie 
McLane credited the decision for convincing 
her to become a member, saying “We were 
already considering joining but this solidi-
fied our decision. Good on you for standing 

The GYM draws the line

firm. Plan to come this week to check out 
the gym.” 

Another user, MaryJane Bolek, isn’t 
planning on transitioning to brick and mor-
tar exercise soon, pointing to online classes 
as a satisfying substitute.

“I will continue with the wonderful 
online classes for the time being,” she 
said. “Still not comfortable coming inside 
the equipment area when others will be 
breathing hard and sweating. Having the 
live classes on Facebook is well worth my 
monthly fee.”

McElmon is appreciative of the commu-

nity’s support and has a piece of advice for 
other fitness facilities.

“Just stay positive, keep your gyms spot-
less, practice social distancing and advocate 
for your members,” she said. “They need to 
be healthy as well.”

Across the county, the Sports Center in 
Morehead City is planning on fully reopen-
ing today at noon, with “limited services” 
offered for the first couple of days.

The business opened its outdoor pool for 
the Memorial Day weekend, stressing social 
distancing while weighing the pros and cons 

Clayton Howard, Montana
Jeannie Adair, Beaufort
Alta Willis, Salter Path
Virgilio Bauzon, Havelock
Jacquelyn Oliver, Atlantic 
Beach
David Riddle, Newport

“

”
— KEITH KIDWELL

REPUBLICAN N.C. REPRESENTATIVE

THE WAY WE LOOK AT IT, WE HAVE A 
HIGH LIKELIHOOD OF OVERTURNING 
THIS. THE GOVERNOR HAS BEEN 
TOLD BY THE COURTS THAT HE 
OVERSTEPPED HIS AUTHORITY WITH 
THE CHURCHES, HE CHICKENED OUT 
WHEN IT CAME TO THE HAIR SALONS 
BECAUSE HE KNEW HE’D LOSE, AND 
HE’S GOING TO LOSE AGAIN HERE 
WITH THE GYMS.

Kidwell spearheads lawsuit on behalf 
of businesses not allowed to reopen
BY ZACK NALLY
NEWS-TIMES

Across the state, a line has been drawn in the 
sand for health and fitness facilities.

In this county, that line turned literal when 
The GYM at Cape Carteret Aquatic Center 
owner Deanna McElmon defied N.C. Gov. 
Cooper’s Phase 2 plan, which began Friday 
and did not include reopening the state’s gyms, 
health clubs and fitness centers, as was antici-

The GYM at Cape Carteret Aquatic Center Owner Deanna McElmon, middle, and employees Ricky 
Hoogendorn, left, and Mark Holbrook pose with a written warning issued by town police Saturday 
after McElmon opened her business in violation of the governor’s current Phase 2 plan. (Contrib-
uted photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Retail businesses of all sizes 
noted an uptick in customers 
and excitement Memorial Day 
weekend as North Carolina 
moved into phase two of Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s gradual reopening 
in the midst of the novel corona-
virus pandemic.

At Belk in Morehead City, 
likely the largest retailer in the 
county aside of Walmart, store 
manager Khris Hamlin said 
Monday things had been hop-
ping all weekend.

“It’s been super,” he said. 
“People have been excited to get 
back in, and they’ve been buy-
ing everything, really.”

Like other retailers, Belk 
could accommodate half of 
its store capacity under the 
governor’s executive order. 
Mr. Hamlin said the store kept 
careful count, and as of midday, 
it had neared the limit, but not 
reached it.

“It’s really been very good,” 
he said. “People have been super 
excited to get out and shop after 
being cooped up for so long.”

He thinks business will con-
tinue to build as tourism season 
progresses and the state heads, 
hopefully, to further loosening 
of restrictions in the next month 
or two.

The tourists, he said, were 
definitely back in full force and 
were ready to buy bathing suits 
and other beach attire.

Over the high-rise bridge 
in Atlantic Beach, Bert’s Surf 

Area business takes off during reopenings
CARTERET COUNTY

Shop owner Curtis Pearson said 
Monday that store, as well as 
his location in Emerald Isle, had 
done well all weekend.

“There are lots of people in 
town and the weather has been 
good,” he said. “People are 
happy. Nobody is really talking 
about the coronavirus. Not many 
are wearing masks. Nobody 
seems all that concerned. They’re 
just happy to get out.”

Store staffers, Mr. Pearson 
said, did their best to sanitize, 
and he hadn’t been too worried 
about overcrowding because the 
stores are large and people come 

Crowds pack the Oceanana Fishing Pier in Atlantic Beach on Memorial Day. (Cheryl Burke photo)

“There are lots of people 
in town and the weather 
has been good. People 
are happy. Nobody’s really 
talking about the corona-
virus. Not many are wear-
ing masks. Nobody seems 
all that concerned. They’re 
just happy to get out.

Curtis Pearson,  
owner of Bert’s Surf Shop 

”

and go.
Those visiting Atlantic Beach 

and Oceanana Fishing Pier 
Monday said they were glad to 
be able to get out and spend time 
at the beach.

“It’s a just a day off to be 
with the kids and get out,” April 
Peaden of Farmville, who was 
spending the day at Fort Macon 
State Park with her husband and 
children, said.

The fishing pier was packed 
as fish were being caught up and 
down the structure.

See Line / Pg 8A

CAPE LOOKOUT

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE LOOKOUT – Para-
troopers from Fort Bragg Army 
Base near Fayetteville are 
scheduled to join the effort to 
search Tuesday for 21-year-
old active duty Army Specialist 
Enrique Roman-Martinez, who 
went missing early Saturday 
morning on Cape Lookout Na-
tional Seashore.

Jeff West, superintendent 
of the seashore, said Tuesday 
Specialist Roman-Martinez, sta-
tioned at Camp Lejeune Marine 
Corps Base near Jacksonville, 
left a group of eight people 
who had come to the seashore 
on a ferry without telling any-
one where he was going or 
what he was doing.

He was last seen after mid-
night Saturday morning, but his 
disappearance wasn’t reported 
to seashore authorities until 7 
p.m. Saturday, Mr. West said, 
and no one has reported see-
ing the California native since 
he left the group near Mile 
Marker 46, near the rock jetty 
near the south end of the cape.

“It’s definitely a little mysteri-
ous,” Mr. West said. “By the 
time we got the report, about 
17 hours had passed, and by 
then, we couldn’t use a search 
dog, especially with all the wind 
we get over here.”

The missing man is described 
as a Latino male, 5 feet 4 
inches tall and 120 pounds 
with black hair and brown eyes. 
He was last seen wearing blue 
shorts and no shirt.

Already, park rangers and 
others have searched by land, 
and the N.C. Marine Patrol 
and the U.S. Coast Guard have 
searched the waters of the park 
and other waters nearby with 
boats and planes, Mr. West 
said.

Contact Brad Rich at 
252-864-1532; email 
Brad@thenewstimes.com; or 
follow on Twitter @brichccnt.

Army to aid in search 
for soldier missing 
since Saturday

Enrique Roman-Martinez has been miss-
ing since he disappeared on Cape Look-
out National Seashore early Saturday 
morning. (Contributed photo)

ADsponder
thatimportant
questionas
summer
quickly
approaches

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=064867eb-5ea8-53a3-bac5-b435f20a87d2

