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CCC considers weapons policy
Proposal to align with state,
student handbook regulationsCarteret 

Community 
College’s 

trustees are 
considering 
a weapons 
policy that 

could be 
adopted in 

February. 
(Cheryl 
Burke 
photo)

BREAK THE CYCLE
Programs aim to ease local jail
overcrowding, rehabilitate prisoners

Will Bundy, top left, leads a prayer and discus-
sion group Friday for inmates of the county jail in 

Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — A group 
of 10 men in orange jump-
suits sits around a conference 
table in a high-ceilinged room 
off the main concourse of the 
county jail, poring over Bible 
verses and talking quietly 
amongst themselves.

The men, prisoners in 
the county jail, are led by 
three employees from Hope 
Mission, a Morehead City-
based nonprofit that assists 
those struggling with home-
lessness and substance abuse 
issues. The group meets every 
Friday for a mentorship pro-
gram during which they partic-
ipate in a variety of activities, 
from Bible study to Alcoholics 
Anonymous-style meetings. 
A similar group for women 
meets directly after the men 
finish up. 

“We’re investing in those 
individuals that come in 
there,” said Gene McLendon, 
director of Hope Mission. “We 

Pastor Gene McLendon, right, executive director of Hope Mission Ministries in Morehead City, speaks with an inmate Friday at the 
county jail in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)
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BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The Carteret Community 
College Board of Trustees is 
developing a policy to regu-
late weapons on campus.

Trustees heard the first 
reading of a proposed 
policy during their meet-
ing Tuesday in the McGee 
Building boardroom. The 

policy will be up for adop-
tion in February after a sec-
ond reading.

CCC President Dr. John 
Hauser said that during a 
policy review last year offi-
cials realized there was no 
official weapons policy.

“We continue to focus on 
student safety and the safety 
of our campus,” Dr. Hauser 
said. “We believe we need 

a policy.”
The college’s student 

handbook has a section that 
addresses weapons on cam-
pus, and CCC Security Chief 
Richard Abell said there are 
state statutes that already 
regulate weapons on school 
and college campuses. The 
policy will codify the exist-
ing rules.

See Weapons / Page 4A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Coastal stakeholders of 
all sorts met Tuesday 
through Friday at the 
Duke University Marine 
Lab to discuss marine 
debris and how to address 
it. 

Coastal Carolina 
Riverwatch held the 
N.C. Marine Debris 
Symposium at DUML this 
year. It began Tuesday 
with a cleanup field trip 
to Fort Macon State 
See Debris / Page 5A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

M O R E H E A D 
CITY — County offi-
cials have requested 
the N.C. Department of 
Transportation conduct an 
express design study for 
a potential third bridge to 
Bogue Banks, but such a 
project must go through the 
state’s rigorous prioritiza-
tion process before it can 
become reality.

The proposed bridge 
project was discussed dur-
ing the county transporta-
tion committee’s meeting 
Wednesday at the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center on 
Arendell Street. It was 
part of an ongoing discus-
sion of which projects the 
See Bridge / Page 4A

See Jail / Page 4A

BUCK

Jail overcrowding is a 
major issue for the county’s 
facility and others through-
out the state, according to 
Carteret County Sheriff Asa 
Buck. The jail in Beaufort can 
hold up to 116 inmates, but 
the total population almost 
always exceeds that, some-
times reaching 200 inmates in 
the jail at a given time.

When the jail can’t hold all 
its prisoners, some get sent to 
other county jails, on Carteret 
County’s dime. Sheriff Buck 
said it costs the county $50 
per prisoner per day to house 
inmates in other facilities, 
plus transportation costs and 
all the prisoner’s associated 
expenses while they are in 
another facility. Since many 
nearby counties are struggling 
with the same jail overpopula-
tion issues, some inmates end 
up in facilities hours away.

“(It) is becoming increas-
ingly difficult for us to find 
those beds because other 

meet with 
them, hear 
their stories, 
finding how 
we can help 
them not 
only while 
they’re here, 
but we can 
help them 
once they’re 
r e l e a s e d , 
whether they come to us or 
they don’t come to us.”

The mentorship program 
is one of the ways the coun-
ty is working to rehabilitate 
prisoners and, in effect, ease 
overcrowding in the county 
jail. Though Hope Mission 
is not a county-affiliated 
entity, it works closely with 
the Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Office and the court system to 
help prisoners during and after 
their jail sentences, with the 
goal of keeping people from 
committing further crimes and 
instead integrating them back 
into society. 
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