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County groups 
have planned 
ceremonies to 
celebrate the 
national holiday.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Terry Tyson, Newport
Teressa Green, Newport

Santina Murrell, Columbus, Ga.
Jean Indoe, Morehead City

Beatrice Olack, Atlantic Beach
Lynda Gillie, Atlantic

Barbara Hardesty, Beaufort
Margaret Fredeen, Cape Carteret

James Somerville, Hickory
(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Friday
Partly Sunny

High: 64 
Low: 51

High: 68 
Low: 47

Saturday
Cloudy

BY BRAD RICH
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EMERALD ISLE — The 
town hopes to begin work 
relatively soon on a proj-
ect to improve the aesthetics 
and lighting and add parking 
spaces along Islander Drive, 
but officials are still waiting 
on engineers’ final designs.

“We’re working on (get-
ting ready for) it every day,” 
Town Manager Matt Zapp 
said Friday by phone. “We’re 

trying to coordinate it all 
with A-Team (Enterprises).”

A-Team is a Morehead 
City firm planning a major 
development on property 
it bought from the town 
on Islander Drive in April 
2018.

“To date, the A-Team has 
done an exceptional job of 
working with the town,” 
Mr. Zapp said. “They have 
developed site plans and 
provided drawings to the 
planning office.”

Work was supposed to 
have begun on both projects 
in January but was delayed 
by Hurricane Florence, 
which struck in September 
2018.

A-Team had another 
property, the Bask Hotel 
in Morehead City, that was 
severely damaged, and com-
pany officials requested and 
received a delay in the start 
date for its Emerald Isle 
project.

The town also was wor-

ried about cash flow in the 
wake of the hurricane, as a 
massive and costly cleanup 
of debris was necessary.

Town commissioners 
during their Aug. 13 regular 
meeting approved a $76,000 
engineering services con-
tract with Ark Consulting 
of Greenville for the design 
work on its street project.

In addition, Mr. Zapp 
said, utility easements are 

BY CHERYL BURKE
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MOREHEAD CITY — Morehead City 
Elementary School students spent Halloween 
learning how to stand up to something that can be 
scary: bullying.

Former Harlem Globetrotter and Morehead City 
resident Johnny Thomas delivered an anti-bul-
lying message based on the acronym RISE. The 
letters stand for “Relax, Imagine, Stand Up and 
Empathize.”

Mr. Thomas, now a deputy with the Chatham 
County Sheriff’s Department and operator of 
Rising Pros Training, attended Morehead City 
Elementary, Morehead City Middle and West 
Carteret High School.

He told students, during the program in the 
Boys & Girls Club gym next to the school, that he 
remembers being bullied as a child.

“When I lived in Morehead City, I dealt with 
bullying,” he said. “It doesn’t feel good to be 
picked on.”

Using fun activities, including a few interactive 
basketball stunts, Mr. Thomas taught students how 
to handle a bullying situation.

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The County Health 
Department has received a 
$41,232 grant to purchase 
a number of cots, two 
cargo trailers to haul sup-
plies and equipment and 
rolling storage bins for the 
county’s emergency shel-
ter.

The grant also provides 
funds to add new connec-
tions to the health depart-
ment’s generator that will 
increase capacity to serve 
the community during a 
disaster.

County  Hea l th 
Department Director 
Stephanie Cannon said she 
was notified Wednesday 
her department received 
the N.C. Office of Rural 
Health Sustained Access 
Healthcare Services 
Project grant and she was 
grateful.

“These grant funds 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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CARTERET COUNTY 
— Get ready to turn the 
clocks back an hour this 
weekend with daylight sav-
ing time coming to an end 
Sunday.

At 2 a.m. Sunday, clocks 
will “fall back” one hour, 
giving observers an extra 
hour of sleep. The change 
means sunrise and sunset 
times are an hour earlier, 
making it appear mornings 
are a bit brighter, but eve-
nings are darker earlier.  

Daylight saving time 
begins the second Sunday 
of March when clocks are 
pushed forward one hour 
and ends the first Sunday of 
November when they return 
to standard time. The prac-
tice allows more daylight 
in the evening hours dur-
ing the productive summer 
months. It began in the U.S. 
more than 100 years ago as a 
way to conserve energy, and 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
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BEAUFORT — For 
about five years, the Duke 
University Marine Lab has 
been without a large research 
vessel, but that’s going to 
change this month. 

The R/V Shearwater is 
on its way to DUML from 
Bellingham, Wash. The ves-
sel will be the latest in a 

line of R/Vs stationed at the 
Duke Lab capable of long-
term, offshore projects, taking 
the place of the R/V Susan 
Hudson, which was retired in 
2014. The vessel is scheduled 
to arrive in Beaufort by the 
end of the month, with the 
first course taught onboard it 
scheduled for January. 

DUML Director’s Assistant 
and Communications and 

Development Coordinator 
Stephanie Hillsgrove said in 
an email to The News-Times 
that DUML has two small 
research vessels, the Richard 
Barber and the Kirby-Smith.

“Both smaller research 
vessels are great for tak-
ing students and researchers 
along the local N.C. coastline, 
nearshore for day-long trips,” 
Ms. Hillsgrove said, “but nei-

ther of these are equipped to 
travel longer distances off-
shore or able to support over-
night operations.” 

All American Marine 
of Bellingham built the 
Shearwater. Duke University 
paid for it with an $11 mil-
lion gift it received in July 
2017. Ms. Hillsgrove said of 
that amount, $5 million went 
to build the state-of-the-art 

vessel, while the other $6 mil-
lion is being used to pay for 
operation costs. 

“The goals were to design 
a research vessel that would 
enhance the education and 
research activities of the 
marine lab, strengthen com-
munity outreach and support 
collaborations in academia 
and the ocean science research 

Research vessel heads to lab
Workers prepare R/V Shearwater recently for its delivery to Duke University Marine Lab. (All American Marine of Bellingham, Wash.  photo)
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Shares anti-bullying 
message at MCES

Former Globetrotter connects with students

Islander Drive work inches toward start
BY MIKE SHUTAK
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NEWPORT — The 
Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Office released Thursday 
afternoon the names of 
three people who died in 
an apparent double-mur-
der suicide Wednesday 
morning.

They are Mark Tyler 
Throckmorton, 62, Dante 

Angelo Grassi, 76, and 
Beatrice Mary Grassi, 79.

All were residents of 
a house at 548 Newport 
Loop Road.

Deputies and fire and 
rescue personnel initially 
responded to the residence 
at 9:02 a.m. and found the 
two men and one woman 
dead from what appeared 

CCSO investigates apparent 
double murder, suicide

Former Harlem Globetrotter Johnny Thomas interacts with Morehead City Elementary 
School students Thursday during an anti-bullying program in the gym at the Boys & Girls 
Club in Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)See Bullying / Page 4A
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