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Christmas

The Core Sound 
Waterfowl Museum 
and Heritage 
Center’s Christmas 
Open House is set 
for Saturday, Nov. 
23.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar
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Salvation Army opens
new center, thrift store

Salvation Army officials join county and Morehead 
City officials Thursday to cut the ribbon for the new 
Salvation Army worship and service center in Morehead 
City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

After recount, Baker leads mayoral race
Ballots checked in Cape Carteret, Morehead City, Indian Beach

Board selects firm
for city hall build

Board of Elections Deputy Director Margot Burke, left, recounts votes Thursday with BOE Director Caitlin Sabadish, right, at the BOE 
offices on Live Oak Street in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo) 

This conceptual design drawing shows an option for a playground renovation at 
Shevans Park in downtown Morehead City. Local elementary school children will 
be shown the designs and select one of the two options for the park. (Leathers & 
Associates graphic)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
One of the city’s most popular 
parks will soon get a major 
facelift, with a new play-
ground, a splash pad, handi-
cap-accessible equipment and 
other features planned for the 
downtown Shevans Park. 

The Morehead City 
Council approved funds for 
the park renovation Tuesday 
during their regular month-
ly meeting at the municipal 
building on S. 8th Street, giv-
ing city staff the green light to 
move forward on the project. 
City Manager Ryan Eggleston 
said the plan is to remove the 
existing playground structure 
in December or January and 
begin construction on the new 
playground right away, with 
an anticipated opening date of 
Friday, May 1. 

In addition to tennis courts, 
picnic tables and a gazebo, 
Shevans Park features a large, 
wooden playground with a 
castle design Mr. Eggleston 

said is popular with families 
throughout Morehead City 
and the region at large. It 
was constructed in 1997 and 
the structure is aging and in 
need of replacement, Parks 
and Recreation Director Jerry 
Riggs said Tuesday. 

“It is 22 years old and it 
looks it,” Mr. Riggs said. 

The city is working with 
the same company that built 
the existing playground, 
Ithaca, N.Y.-based Leathers 
& Associates. Leathers pro-
vided two conceptual design 

options, which Mr. Eggleston 
said will be presented to local 
elementary school children 
and put to a vote to choose 
between them. Both designs 
include the same amenities in 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The city council has 
awarded a contract to the 
low bidder for construc-
tion of the new city hall 
building to be located off 
Bridges Street.

The council, which met 
Tuesday for its regular 
monthly meeting at the 
municipal building on S. 
8th Street, awarded the bid 
to Goldsboro-based Daniels 
& Daniels Construction 
Co. Inc. in the amount of 
$6,466,000. Daniels & 
Daniels was the low bidder 
out of four companies that 
submitted a bid.

Other bidders on the 
project were E.T. Gresham 
of Norfolk, Va., for about 
$6.96 million, Kinston-
based Group III Mgt. 
Inc. for $7.33 million 
and TEAM Construction 

of Jacksonville for about 
$6.74 million. Mayor Jerry 
Jones noted the bids were 
competitive, all coming 
within about 10% of each 
other.

“They’re a good con-
tractor,” Public Services 
Director Daniel Williams 
said of the selected con-
struction company. “As 
you can see, the bids were 
very competitive.”

Daniels & Daniels esti-
mated site work for the 
project will amount to about 
$675,000 and construc-
tion of the building itself 
will cost $5,791,000. Other 
project costs not included 
in the bid award are for 
landscaping at $200,000, 
interior fit out, including 
furniture, fixtures, camera 
system and audio/visual 
equipment, for $550,000, 
storm shutters for $100,000 

BY BRAD RICH
DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — A dis-
cretionary recount Thursday 
by the County Board of 
Elections showed Will 
Baker still holds a razor-thin 
lead in the tight race for 
mayor of Cape Carteret, and 
it appears he’s the victor.

Mr. Baker, a first-time 
office seeker, led the bal-
loting 265 to 264 over 
Commissioner Charlie 
Evans as of the end of poll-
ing Nov. 5.

After the recount 
Thursday, he led 266 to 265, 
including absentee and pro-
visional votes approved by 
the elections board.

The board will canvass 
the votes Friday beginning 
at 11 a.m. in its offices in 
Beaufort, and an official 
winner could be declared 
then.

“I’m still shocked,” Mr. 
Baker said Thursday after-
noon. “I went into this think-
ing I might get 20 percent of 
the vote. I based my whole 
campaign, really, on support 
for the town manager form 
of government. I think that’s 
what got me over.”

The municipal election 
ballot Nov. 5 also included 
a referendum on whether to 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
It looked like a Black Friday 
rush as 250 residents gath-
ered Thursday to celebrate 
the grand opening of the 
new $3.4 million Salvation 
Army worship and service 
center.

“This is the culmina-
tion of the hard work of 
the community,” Maj. Aaron 
Goldfarb of The Salvation 
Army said. “This is the first 
time we’ve owned proper-

ty here and it’s because of 
you.”

The group will also host a 
dedication service at 3 p.m. 
Sunday at the center.

“We’ll be dedicating the 
building to the glory of God 
and the service of people,” 
Maj. Goldfarb said.

People filled every nook 

and cranny of the center’s 
thrift store to hear the open-
ing remarks and a dedication 
prayer for the new facility 
on a 3.3-acre tract at 2800 
Bridges St. Crowds then 
moved to the outside of the 
building to watch Salvation 
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Council endorses Shevans Park remodel

William Harris, Yadkinville
Thaddeus Godette Jr., Havelock
Jerry Garner Sr., Fayetteville
Leah Hester, Morehead City
Edna Haskett, Rock Spring, Tenn.

Donna Hollister, Morehead City
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