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Telling our story
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 5A

Sunday 
Dec. 13

Monday
Dec. 14

Tuesday 
Dec. 15

Wednesday 
Dec. 16

Low 12:30 p.m. 12:16 a.m. 1:07 a.m. 1:58 a.m.
-------- 1:23 p.m. 2:15 p.m. 3:06 p.m.

High 5:59 a.m. 6:51 a.m. 7:42 a.m. 8:32 a.m
6:18 p.m. 7:11 p.m. 8:03 p.m. 8:55 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Will you take the 
Covid-19 vaccine? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Beverly Turay, Havelock
William Harden Jr., Newport
Rommie Mann, Kinston
John Whisner Jr., Westernport, Md.
Shirley Vander Sys, Greenville
Theresa Baatz, Havelock 
Walter Chadwick, Beaufort

Peter Leo, Emerald Isle
Kimberly Johnson, Morehead City
Gregory Davis, Atlantic Beach
Barron Taylor, Newport
Kathryn Kearney, Havelock
Edward Robbins, Morehead City
Earl Jones Jr., Beaufort

CARTERET COUNTY

CARTERET COUNTY

EMERALD ISLE

The county reported 28 addi-
tional COVID-19 cases Thurs-
day as the number of hospital-
izations at Carteret Health Care 
in Morehead City reached a 
new single-day high of 14. 

The additional cases bring 
the county’s overall total to 
2,248 cases confi rmed since 
March, of which 346 cases are 
considered active. Meanwhile, 
1,880 residents have recovered 
from the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus, and 22 have 
died.

CHC reported a record 14 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
Thursday, up from 12 reported 
Wednesday. 

The Carteret County public 
school system also reported 
additional cases Thursday, 
including two cases at Newport 
Elementary School, one at East 
Carteret High School and two at 
Morehead City Middle School. 
The additional cases bring the 
total number of documented 
cases connected to public 
schools up to 81.

County reports record 
number of COVID-19 
hospitalizations Thurs.

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Students at two Carteret 
County elementary schools are 
collecting items to be given to 
nursing home residents as part 
of a service-learning study on 
the effects of loneliness.

“This year I read a post on 
Facebook where a nursing 
home employee was looking 
for donations to help make the 
holidays a little brighter for 
their residents because so many 
of them had not been able to see 
their families in so long due to 
the coronavirus,” academically 
and intellectually gifted teacher 
Elizabeth Foxworth said.

The AIG teacher, along with 
fourth- and fi fth-grade students 
at White Oak Elementary and 
Bogue Sound Elementary 
School, are collecting items 
for residents of four county 
assisted living facilities. Those 
wanting to drop off items 

can do so in front of the two 
schools through Wednesday. 
Collection boxes are placed 
at the main entrances of both 
schools during school hours.

Items can include crossword 
puzzles and word searches, 
books, small birdfeeders, sun 
catchers, small candies, lotions, 
socks and toiletries.

“We’re especially wanting 
items that will help keep residents 
occupied,” Ms. Foxworth said.

As part of the project, she’s 
had students study the health ef-
fects of loneliness and isolation.

“Students and I discussed 
that this doesn’t just affect 
the elderly in nursing homes, 
but people 65 years old or 
older living alone as well,” Ms. 
Foxworth said.  “Some of the 
things they have discovered is 
truly heartbreaking. Students 
made cause and effect rela-
tionships with these facts and 
found tips on ways individuals 

Students help elderly as 
part of loneliness study

can combat loneliness, both 
with and without the use of 
technology.”

Students are using the infor-
mation to create infographics 
that are being posted around 
the county in hopes of spread-
ing awareness. Among facts 

her students have discovered 
is that isolation and loneliness 
can lead to heart disease and 
dementia. Elderly loneliness 
can also increase early mortal-
ity by 29%.

White Oak Elementary School fi fth-grader Ella Richardson sorts items 
being collected for Carteret County nursing home residents as part of a 
study on the effects of loneliness and isolation Dec. 4.  (Cheryl Burke 
photo)

See STUDY Page 12A
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EMERALD ISLE — Another month, another 
record set for occupancy tax revenue in Carteret 
County.

Greg Rudolph, manager of the County Shore 
Protection Offi ce, said this week numbers for 
October – the latest available – show revenue 
from the tax topped $500,000 for the fi rst time in that 
month’s history.

The total for the month boosted total occupancy tax 
revenue for 2020 to more than $8 million, Mr. Rudolph 
said, “obliterating our previous high of $7,621,795 in 2018,” 
with November and December fi gures yet to come.

In September, the total collection was $1,000,631, which broke 
the record for that month. August also broke a record, at $1,830,611, a 
17% increase compared to the same month in 2019.

Similarly, July set the all-time record for one month, at $2.41 million, eclipsing the 
previous record of $2.02 million in July 2017.

The boom, Mr. Rudolph said in an email Tuesday, “is creating some budget forecasting issues for us 
already, in a good way.

“We usually anticipate a 3% annual growth rate in a ‘normal’ year – i.e., no hurricanes, no pandemic, no 
school calendar issues, etc.,” he continued. “Increases and decreases can really come in two fashions. First 
and obviously is more or less visitation, and the second, more minor factor, is the rental rate.”

For example, Mr. Rudolph said, “We could have less visitors but the room rates are higher and the net 

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Evidence Recovery and Dive Teams 
are helping U.S. Army Criminal Inves-
tigation Command with the ongoing 
investigation of the death of an Army 
paratrooper murdered on Cape Lookout 
National Seashore in May. 

Personnel were operating Wednes-
day from Anchorage Marina in Atlantic 
Beach. 

Army CID Chief of Public Affairs 
Chris Grey said in an email to the News-
Times Wednesday the CID and FBI are 
conducting law enforcement activities 
near Cape Lookout as part of the ongoing 
homicide investigation.

“Specialist Enrique Roman-Marti-
nez, 21, was reportedly last seen May 
22 while camping with fellow soldiers 

FBI assists Army
investigation 
into paratrooper’s 
murder

CAPE LOOKOUT

the $8 millon in occupancy tax revenue for 2020 is obilterating our previ-ous high of $7,621,795 in 2018 with november and decem-ber figures yet to come

“
- greg rudolph, manager of the county shore protection office

Octobersetsanother
recordforoccupancy
taxrevenue

This graph shows occupancy tax collections by month and year since 2005. Monthly totals are on the left, yearly on 
the right. (Contributed graphic)

Occupancy tax collections 
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