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Maxine Russell, Swansboro
Merle Dowdy, Hillsborough
Michael Cathey, Newport
Richard Rehn, New Bern
James Zientek III, Beaufort

Wednesday 
April 8

Thursday 
April 9

Friday 
April 10

Saturday 
April 11

Low 2:24 a.m. 3:18 a.m. 4:11 a.m. 5:06 a.m.
2:36 p.m. 3:22 p.m. 4:09 p.m. 4:58 p.m.

High 8:30 a.m 9:19 a.m. 10:09 a.m. 11:01 a.m.
8:55 p.m. 9:45 p.m. 10:37 p.m. 11:30 p.m.

Meteorologists forecast 
hurricane season

Atlantic hurricane season is 
approaching, and Colorado 
State University meteorologists 
forecast an above-average 
season. 

Atlantic hurricane season runs 
from June 1-Nov. 30 each year. 
April 2, CSU issued its extended 
range forecast for this year’s 
Atlantic hurricane season. 

Ü 2A

FORT COLLINS, Colo.

Researchers lower 
estimates for deaths

Social distancing measures 
may be helping to reduce the 
number of expected COVID-
19 deaths in North Carolina, 
according to research re-
leased over the weekend by 
the University of Washington’s 
Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation. 

Researchers have been 
tracking and analyzing data 
related to COVID-19 to pre-
dict outcomes of the disease, 
including when cases are ex-
pected to peak and how many 
people are expected to die of 
the virus.

Ü 2A

RALEIGH

Murphy talks coronavirus 
on constituent call

With North Carolina un-
der a stay-at-home order 
from the governor due to the 
coronavirus outbreak, Rep. 
Greg Murphy, R-N.C. assures 
his constituents “we will get 
through this.” 

Rep. Murphy held a town 
hall-style teleconference Tues-
day. The congressman repre-
sents North Carolina’s District 
3, which includes Carteret 
County.

Ü 4A

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Federation, county 
partner to purchase land 

A local environmental orga-
nization and its partners have 
purchased land to protect from 
development, provide public 
access and establish a new 
headquarters. 

Ü 4A

OCEAN

SPORTS

Ü 7B

CORONAVIRUS

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT

CARTERET COUNTY — A 
Carteret County resident died 
April 2 from COVID-19-related 
complications, the county said in 
a Monday release. 

The resident was in their 
80s and had several underlying 
medical conditions, according 
to officials, who said no further 
information about the individual 

would be released. 
“At the time of death, (the) 

Carteret County Health Depart-
ment had not yet received the 
positive COVID-19 test results 
from the testing laboratory,” the 
county said in the release.

Late last month, another 
COVID-19 death was reported in 
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Local commercial fisher-
men and seafood businesses 
are persevering through the 
novel coronavirus outbreak, 
but restrictions and safety 
measures are starting to take 
their toll. 

N.C. Fisheries Association 
President and commercial 
fisherman Glenn Skinner 
said April 1 retail markets 
are still doing business with 
fishermen and seafood deal-
ers; however, he said these 
markets are “a small percent-
age” of the normal markets 
for locally harvested sea-
food, so retail markets alone 
are “not enough to keep 
fishermen on the water.” 

“I don’t have an estimate 
of the economic impacts in 
terms of dollars and cents,” 
Mr. Skinner said, “but I 
can tell you that 80 per-
cent of domestic seafood 
goes through food ser-
vice businesses, primarily 
restaurants. With the entire 
country shutting down res-
taurants, there is very little 
market for most of what 
N.C. fishermen produce.” 

Breakdown of cases by age bracket:

County resident dies
OfficialsciteCOVID-19-related
complicationsascauseofdeath

NOTE: Data is preliminary and may change as cases are inves-
tigated. Percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding. 
Also, the data is representative of the confi rmed cases, not all of 
COVID-19 cases in Carteret County.See COVID-19 / Page 8A

Outbreak, safety measures 
start taking toll on fishermen

The Capt. Stacy IV charter boat sits moored at the Capt. Stacy Fishing Center in Atlantic Beach. Like many other industries, those who work in com-
mercial and recreational fi shing are waiting to see how deep the economic impact of the novel coronavirus pandemic will be. (Mike Shutak photo)

‘We’ve been closed for two 
weeks. Our business, the head/
charterboat business, is completely 
dead. The commercial fishermen 
are going out a bit…but most of the 
restaurants are closed and the New 
York (City) market is closed.’

— Sonny Davis, owner Capt. Stacy 
Fishing Center

80% of domestic seafood goes 
through food service businesses, 
primarily restaurants.

Mr. Skinner said there is 
seafood available for harvest 
and “literally tons of prod-
uct” that’s been frozen. 

“We only need buyers 
to put fishermen back to 
work,” he said. “I can’t 
even begin to guess what 
the long-term economic 
impacts will be, as no one 
knows how long this crisis 
will last.” 

With Gov. Roy Cooper’s 
stay-at-home order in effect. 
Mr. Skinner said the order 
hasn’t significantly affected 
fishermen since they’re con-

sidered “essential for food 
production.” 

“But with very limited 
markets, many are forced 
to say home regardless,” 
he said. “While the federal 
stimulus bill should help 
fishermen, it may be several 
weeks before they receive 
any relief, because the state 
had to update their system 
to accept applications from 
independent contractors and 
self-employed individuals.” 

Down East, Hooper Fam-
ily Seafood has been con-
tinuing to do business. How-

ever, owner and N.C. Catch 
President Mark Hooper said 
Thursday how well a given 
seafood company is doing 
depends on the type of sea-

food it provides. 
“The hard crab market is 

very depressed,” Mr. Hoop-
er said. “I’m soft crabbing 
and we’re developing our 

markets to move product. 
Time will tell how the 
season works out. April 
is a big month for us.” 

Mr. Hooper said they tra-
ditionally send their product 
to New York City to be sold 
in its seafood markets, an 
option they don’t have due 
to existing safety measures 
to avoid the spread of the 
coronavirus. He said the 
fisheries association, along 
with N.C. Catch and N.C. 
Sea Grant, have compiled a 
list of markets that are open 
in the state. 

“Some dealers are buying 
fish,” Mr. Hooper said, “but 
the volume is not what it 
normally would be.” 

One market that’s re-
mained viable for 

See Fishermen / Page 8A

County 
student 

athletes 
take 

colleges by 
storm

Coronavirus
For the latest information on 
COVID-19, visit carolinacoast-
online.com/coronavirus.

Peter Mazzella Jr., Jacksonville
David Burton Oglesby IV, Havelock
Marsha Burns, Swansboro
Florence Willis, Morehead City
Christopher Dixon, Newport
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