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T deland News

The Swansboro Area Heri-
tage Center will host a quilt 
show Sept. 8-16, and quilters 
are welcome to display their 
works.

A variety of quilts, some 
historic in nature, will be on 
display. One group of quilts 
celebrates National Parks 
while others are more con-
temporary in nature.

The display is under the 
direction of the Swansboro 
Historical Association.

Quilts are still being ac-
cepted. They must be at the 
heritage center by Friday, 
Sept. 7, at 3 p.m.

Participants should present 
their quilts with a hanging 
bar of some kind and sleeve 
attached to the quilt. There is 
no charge either for entering 
the quilts or for viewing the 
quilt show.

The show will be open 
during museum hours, Friday 
and Saturday, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., and Sunday from 1 
until 4 p.m.

The heritage center is at 
502 W Church St. For infor-
mation, call (860) 671-1278.

Your 

Weekend

By Jimmy Williams

On Aug. 6 and 7, Swansboro Moose Lodge 
hosted seven of the girls enrolled in Mooseh-
eart High School.

Tony Price, Swansboro’s Moose Legion 
Committee chairman, said the girls ranged in 
age from 14 to 19.

“They are originally from states all across 
our country and as far away as Rwanda and 
Nigeria,” he said. “Our lodge arranged for and 
provided several activities during their visit, 
including beach time at Emerald Isle, music 
and dancing, and most importantly … home 
cooked meals.

“We also coordinated a ferry ride along the 
Beaufort waterways where they got to see our 
wild horses on Carrot Island.”

Moose rules prohibit using the last names of 
Mooseheart High School students, according to 
Price.

Visitors to the Swansboro lodge were Alisae, 
Amanda, Elyse, Natalie, Toni, Victoria and 
Zandra. 

Mooseheart High School is the beneficiary 
of the local lodge’s fundraising, according to 
Price. But, he added the lodge’s fundraising 
mostly stays in the community, supporting 
projects like school backpacks and supplies, 
food for the needy at Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, toys for needy children at Christmas and 
Swansboro athletic facilities. The Swansboro 
Moose Legion puts an emphasis on supporting 
the local community. Most recently, benefi-
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Weekend Weather
There will be a chance 

of storms this weekend 
with highs in the mid-80s 
and lows in the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Colt 
Wilson, who was a stu-
dent in Kathleen Lester’s 
first grade class last year 
at Swansboro Elementary 
School.

By Barry Fetzer

There’s an illness going 
around. Its symptoms are too 
much yelling and pointing fin-
gers and too little listening and 
looking in the mirror … not 
enough seeing our real selves 
and too much focusing on oth-
ers. The real cause, I think, is 
a lack of gratitude. We need to 
practice more gratitude and op-
timism – construct an “attitude 
of gratitude” in our lives – and 
break down our too-prevalent 
mind-sets of pessimism.

I don’t mean to attempt, 
peering starry-eyed through 
rose-colored glasses glittered 
with fairy dust, to cover up the 
real problems we American 
people (all nations for that mat-
ter) face. But for every negative 
there’s an off-setting positive if 
we just look for it.

Take one negative heard 

far too often these days. Both 
sides of the political spectrum 
bemoan the state of our Union. 
Both sides (mostly, as it turns 
out, the extreme sides) see our 
future as dim. We’re either rac-
ist or nationalist or we’re en-
titled snowflakes. We’re either 
over-educated, socialist progres-
sives who don’t understand the 
real world or we’re uneducated, 
blue collar, gun-loving, Trump 
voters who hate everyone who 
doesn’t look like us. “Millen-
nials (that younger genera-
tion now defined by the Pew 
Research Center as being born 
between 1977 and 1992) don’t 
get it,” we might hear. “Every-
one gets a trophy. They’ve been 
pampered their whole lives.”

Hogwash. I wish every 
American could visit a Marine 
Corps base or a U.S. Navy 

In the Tideland ...
Look inside today’s paper for Tidings, the SACC newsletter
Mike McHugh is named chamber executive director, Page 2

Swansboro Elementary is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 11
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By Jimmy Williams

Though they got some pushback, 
town commissioners have approved a 
resolution requesting the speed limit on 
N.C. 24 be lowered to 35 miles per hour 
through town. Currently, the speed limit 
is between 35 and 45 mph.

Action to seek the change through the 
N.C. Department of Transportation came 
at the board’s Aug. 28 meeting. The vote 
was unanimous.

Before the matter came up on the 
agenda – during a citizen comment sec-
tion that precedes the adoption of the 
agenda – Laurent Meilleur questioned 

the wisdom of pursuing a speed-limit 
change.

“I don’t understand that,” he said of 
the plan.

Meilleur said he had read through 
the agenda item materials and noted that 
DOT’s official comment was less-than-
supportive of the idea. Essentially, DOT 
does not see the need to lower the speed 
limit.

“You’d have more restriction in traf-
fic,” he told commissioners. And that 
would add to the congestion that the 
highway now experiences, according to 
Meilleur.

Jessi Leonard, division traffic en-

gineer, in a letter to Scott Chase, town 
manager, listed results of a study that led 
DOT to recommend against lowering the 
limit.

“The majority of drivers operate their 
vehicles at a speed that is comfortable 
without strict enforcement, regardless 
of signage,” Leonard writes. This falls 
within what he referred to as the “85th 
percentile,” which helps determine the 
speed limit. “Based on the findings we 
cannot recommend that the speed limit 
on N.C. 24 (Corbett Avenue) be lowered 
at this time.”

In his comments, Meilleur said that 
no reason was presented for the town to 

seek the change. If there is a safety prob-
lem, he asked if the problem is related to 
an intersection. “If the problem has to do 
with the intersection design,” that should 
be the problem addressed, not the speed 
limit, he explained.

When the matter did come up for 
discussion, Chase pointed out that the 
request for a change goes back to budget 
deliberations in March.

“This was based on a recommenda-
tion from the board of commissioners,” 
Chase said.
 Specifically, Chase points out in an 

Panel seeks lower speed
Swansboro wants 35 mph limit for N.C. 24

Visitors to the Swansboro Moose 
Lodge, from left, are Toni, Zandra, Ali-

sae, Victoria, Natalie, Amanda and Ely-
se. (Photo contributed)

Swansboro High School and Swansboro Middle 
School have been “adopted” by the men and women 
of U.S. Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune’s 8th Ma-
rines. The adoption was formalized in a ceremony at 
halftime of the Swansboro High football game against 
Richlands on Friday, Aug. 31. In photo at right, Dr. 
Helen Gross, SHS principal, watches as 8th Marines 
Commanding Officer Lt. Col. Neil R. Berry signs the 
partnership document. In photo above, Gross pres-
ents Berry with a football, signed by the members of 
the school football team. (Caramia Valentin photos)

Military ‘adoption’

(See COMMISSION, page �)

Newport will host a Com-
munity Festival, including a 5K 
Run and Kids Fun Run, on Sat-
urday, Sept. 8.

The races begin at 8 a.m.
Events are planned from 10 

a.m. until 2 p.m. at Newport 
Community Park. There will be 
a performance by 4Ever All as 
well as the entertainment of ma-
gician Bryan Sanders.

Other activities include face 
painting, food trucks and dem-
onstrations. Admission is free.

For information call (252) 
223-4749.
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