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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Birdhouses await their residents
CEDAR POINT

Ü 1B
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Dec. 9

Low 4:59 a.m. 6:01 a.m. 7:10 a.m. 8:21 a.m.
6:06 p.m. 6:59 p.m. 7:54 p.m. 8:48 p.m.
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POLL
QUESTION

Has your Christmas 
shopping changed this 

year?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Beverly Phillips, Beaufort
Ethel Starbuck, Havelock
William Wainwright, Morehead 
City
Gary Davis, Gloucester
Rodney Day, Beaufort
Patrick Gillikin, Carteret County

William Kearney, Cape Carteret
Jeffrey Commander, Morehead City
Kathleen Duda, Morehead City
Dorothy Marks, Emerald Isle
Paul Wade, Harkers Island
Gene Bowen Jr., Morehead City
Hilton Willis, Williston

ATLANTIC BEACH

CARTERET COUNTY

HARKERS ISLAND

See PIER Page 4A

CARTERET COUNTY — The 
number of documented COVID-
19 cases in Carteret County 
topped 2,000 with the health 
department reporting 63 more 
newly confi rmed cases Thurs-
day.

The additional cases bring 
the county’s overall total to 
2,029 since the onset of the 
pandemic. Of those, 281 cases 
are currently considered ac-
tive, the same number as was 
reported active Wednesday, 
while the number of recov-
ered cases jumped by 63 up to 
1,727 Thursday. The county has 
reported 21 deaths associated 
with COVID-19.

Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City reported fi ve 
COVID-19 hospitalizations as 
of Thursday afternoon, down 
from seven reported Wednes-
day. 

The Carteret County public 
school system also reported two 
additional cases connected to 
schools for 65 cases overall. 
The newest cases were con-
fi rmed Wednesday at Morehead 
City Primary and Thursday at 
East Carteret High schools.

County surpasses 
2,000 COVID-19 
cases Thursday
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Developers have pro-
posed big changes for the 
landmark Oceanana Fishing 
Pier and motel property. 

The Atlantic Beach 
Town Council and Planning 
Board received a major site 
plan submission Tuesday 
at a joint meeting in the 
town hall boardroom on the 
proposed redevelopment. 
The owners of the Ocean-
ana Motel, Pier House and 
manufactured home park at 
700 East Fort Macon Road 
are hoping to redevelop the 
property by removing most 
of the existing structures 
and building 17 town-
houses, 127 condominium 
units, a new pier house and 
a swimming pool. 

The existing ocean fi sh-
ing pier, the last one in At-
lantic Beach, will remain. 

Mayor Trace Cooper is 
one of the owners of this 
property and abstained 

from attending the meeting 
Tuesday. He said Thurs-
day he and other owners 
of the property have been 
considering redevelopment 
for about 15 years. 

“The current Ocean-
ana consists of a motel, a 
mobile home park and the 
pier house,” he said. “All of 
these structures have been 
sitting on the oceanfront for 
about 60 years and are no 
longer in good shape...We 
think it’s time to seriously 
consider investing in new 
buildings instead of putting 
expensive Band-Aids on 
the old buildings.” 

Town Planning and 
Zoning Director Michelle 
Eitner presented the board 
and council with the 
proposed major site plan 
Tuesday and said it was the 
fi rst time the board or the 
council had seen it. 

“They’ll do some up-
keep and maintenance to 
the pier, but that’s the only 

thing that will stay (from 
the existing structures),” 
she said. 

Mayor Cooper said de-
velopers wanted to include 
a hotel as part of the proj-
ect, but they don’t think it’s 
viable due to construction 
costs, the hotel market’s 
seasonal nature and the cur-
rent lending environment.

“We’re still hoping to 
include a hotel and may 
add it back in the future,” 
he said. 

The mayor said the new 
Oceanana will have the 
same family focus, regard-
less of redevelopment, and 
the pier house and pier will 
remain open to the general 
public.  

“When my grandfather 
opened the Oceanana in 
1959, he marked it as the 
‘family playground of the 
south,’” Mayor Cooper 
said. “We plan to main-
tain that vision, but with 

Owners propose redevelopment of Oceanana Pier property

The sun shines on the Oceanana Fishing Pier in Atlantic Beach. The fi shing structure would remain 
on the property under a current proposal from developers. (Mike Shutak photo)

Deemed Unsafe
ParkServicetodemolishsixCapeLookouthistoricstructures

 The Casablanca House, also known as the Baker-Holderness House, sits damaged recently near historic Cape Village on South Core Banks at Cape Look-
out National Seashore. (National Park Service photo)

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Several structures on the Outer Banks at 
Cape Lookout National Seashore have been 
deemed unsafe and must be taken down to 
the regret of the superintendent and a local 
historian. 

The National Park Service at Cape Look-
out issued an announcement Thursday that 
six structures are marked for demolition. 
These structures are located in two historic 
Cape Lookout villages: Cape Village and 
Portsmouth Village. This demolition is due to 
damaged caused by storms and sea-level rise. 

“For centuries, the natural-barrier is-
lands that make up Cape Lookout National 
Seashore (North Core Banks, South Core 
Banks, and Shackleford Banks) has acted 
as a ‘shield’ for the mainland against ocean 
surges, and high-water events that are associ-
ated to Hurricanes, Nor’easters, and other 
weather-related phenomena,” the NPS said in 
its announcement. “Of course, the park is also 
rich with human history and is home to many 
historic structures that are remnants of the 
lives and times of Eastern Carolina ancestry. 

“Regrettably, storms and rising sea-level 
have taken a toll on some of the historic 
structures in the park. During the last three 
years, unrecoverable damage has occurred 
to the Casablanca House (also known as the 

Baker-Holderness House, Cape Village), the 
Seltzer-Dawsey House (Cape Village), the 
Jetty Worker 1 House (Cape Village), the 
TT Potter House (Portsmouth Village), the 
Frank Gaskill House (Portsmouth Village), 
and the Battle Brothers Hunting and Fishing 
Lodge (near Portsmouth Village).” 

NPS Cape Lookout Superintendent Jeff 
West said in an interview Thursday with 
the News-Times the demolition will start 
with the southern-most buildings and will 
continue north. While a specifi c schedule 
hasn’t been set, Mr. West said the contractor 
intends to start in December, if possible, and 
aims to complete the work by March.

On Harkers Island, the Cape Lookout 
Visitor Center sits next to the Core Sound 
Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center, 
which the park service staff often partners 
with. Core Sound Executive Director Karen 
Amspacher said Thursday “it’s a very sad 
day, but it was inevitable.” 

“This is happening based on years and 
years of (the federal government) not fund-
ing maintenance,” she said. Ms. Amspacher 
stressed, however, she doesn’t blame NPS 
staff at Cape Lookout. 

“They’re just doing what was inevitable,” 
she said. “It’s a local, cultural tragedy, but 
it’s an agency issue, because it’s about fund-
ing and priorities.” 

Ms. Amspacher said in recent years there 
have been budget cuts to various federal 
agencies responsible for cultural preserva-
tion. As a result, she said local NPS offi cials 
have had to prioritize which buildings to 
focus on maintaining and protecting. 

The park service said while these struc-
tures are representative of important parts 
of Cape Lookout’s history, they now pose a 
serious threat to visitors and will have to be 
demolished. 

Mr. West expressed his regrets.
“It hate it,” he told the News-Times. 

“It’s very important to me to live up to our 
mission as a park service. You can look out 
there and still envision a city out there. If 
we lose more historic buildings, we lose that 
perspective.” 

Mr. West said in the offi cial NPS an-
nouncement he’s “put a lot of blood, sweat, 
and tears into trying to get us back on track 
with the preservation of these buildings.” 

“Deterioration, lack of attention and our 
environment have all contributed to the 
loss,” he said. “I truly regret it and will do 
everything I can to get the remaining struc-
tures repaired. To honor the women and men 
who made a living out of these buildings, 
we will put up waysides at each location 
to commemorate their contribution to the 
culture and history of the banks.”

Buildings located in Cape Village and Portsmouth Village
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