
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle still collecting debris

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Look inside today’s paper for Tidings!
SHS girls off to a good start, Page 10

It’s Elementary features QCES, Page 12
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The town of Swans-
boro’s December meet-
ing schedule includes …

• Dec. 2: The Swans-
boro Planning Board 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• Dec. 3: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in special session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• Dec. 10: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• Dec. 17: The 
Swansboro Historic 
Preservation 
Commission meets in 
regular session at 6 p.m. 
in town hall.

• Dec. 18: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Board meets in regu-
lar session at 6 p.m. at 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

• The Swansboro 
Tourism Development 
Authority meets quar-
terly.

• The Swansboro 
Board of Adjustment 
meets as needed.

• The Swansboro 
Flood Management Ap-
peals Board meets as 
needed.

Other Onslow County 
meetings of interest in-
clude …

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commission-
ers will meet in regular 
sessions this month on 
Monday, Dec. 2, and 
Monday, Dec. 16. 

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education 
meets on Tuesday, Dec. 
3.
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast 
calls for clear skies 
Saturday and a 
chance of rain on 
Sunday. High temper-
atures will be in the 
mid-60s, lows in the 
mid-40s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn by 
Lyla Volz, a student 
in Christina Barnes’s 
first grade at Queens 
Creek Elementary 

Monthly

meeting 

schedule

By Jimmy Williams

The Swansboro High 
School Band, or at least 
a few members, provided 
the gift of music at the 
Nov. 12 Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners meet-
ing.

A brass quintet made 
up of students and led 
by the school’s band 
teacher Daniel Scott on 
tuba, performed “The Star 
Spangled Banner” and 
“America The Beautiful” 
to open the meeting.

The reason for the 
visit was the town pro-
claiming November 2019 
Swansboro High School 
Band Month.

“This is a very excit-
ing time in the life of our 
band,” Mayor John Davis 
said as he called Scott to 
the front of the town hall 
meeting room. “Mr. Scott 

has done tremendous work 
in building the band.”

Davis pointed out that 
the band has grown by 75 
percent since 2016. But, 
he added, there is more to 
the band’s improvement 
than numbers.

“These are high quality, 
high class individuals who 
represent us,” Davis said.

The proclamation was 
read aloud as the band 
director and students on 
hand were recognized. It 
listed the band’s accom-
plishments during the fall 
semester.

“We congratulate you 
on your great success,” 
Davis said after the read-
ing.

In his comments, Scott 
said the success could be 
traced to the dedication 
– “heart” – of each band 
(See BAND, page �)

Coffee with cops
Swansboro Branch Library hosted “Coffee 

With a Cop” this week, inviting members of the 
Onslow County Sheriff’s Office, the N.C. High-
way Patrol and the Swansboro Police Depart-
ment to meet with the public over coffee and 
snacks. The Swansboro Friends of the Library 
sponsored the event. In photo above, Sheriff 
H. Miller, center, is pictured with his command 
staff at the Tuesday, Nov. 26, event. Pictured 
with Miller, from left, are Maj. S. George; Sgt. 
J. Seifert, seated; Maj. B. Bailey; Capt. S. 
Rowe, rear; Col. C. Thomas, middle; and Maj. 
L. Darden. In photo at right, Sgt. Sgt. Hugh 
Canady of the Highway Patrol chats with Lisa 
Kozlowski, library program assistant. Members 
of the Swansboro Police Department will be at 
the branch library today, Wednesday, Nov. 27. 
(Pete Rulon photos)

By Jimmy Williams

Perhaps not often enough, but 
certainly at Thanksgiving, we think 
of the special people in our lives 
we may not even know. There are 
police and firefighters and the folks 
who respond when we face a medi-
cal emergency. These are people 
who are always working, people 
we simply take for granted.

And there are those who do 
what they can to make the lives 

of the elderly and infirm better. 
People like Louise Rotchford, 
who for the past 22 years has been 
delivering hot meals – directly and 
indirectly – through Swansboro 
Meals on Wheels.

A function of the White Oak 
Ecumenical Outreach Ministries, 
Rotchford has managed the meals 
program for the past 20 years. 
Clete Ketner, chairman of the min-
istries, said she has proven to be an 
invaluable volunteer.

Receiving her resignation – sub-
mitted this past summer – is some-
thing Ketner said he had always 
dreaded having to deal with.

He called Rotchford “dedicated, 
dependable and concerned about 
both her clients … and the welfare 
of her drivers.”

“She is always a joy to be 
around especially at board meetings 
when she would have a fun story 
to tell about visiting some of her 
clients,” Ketner continued. “Filling 

the shoes of an individual as 
Louise I knew would be hard to do. 
Fortunately she had the foresight to 
realize it would take a special per-
son to fill those shoes and she was 
able to do just that by training her 
replacement.”

Bobby Lenthall, who has been 
driving with Meals on Wheels for 
about five years, has stepped into 
the role of volunteer coordinator.

Meals, fellowship delivered
Louise Rotchford steps down after 22 years

November proclaimed
SHS Band Month 

in Swansboro

Students pictured with Daniel Scott, center, from left, are Alex Ri-
vera, Tristan Alvis, Caleb Vannoy and Garrett Thompson. The quintet 
performed at the Nov. 12 meeting. (Jimmy Williams photo)

(See ROTCHFORD, page �A)


