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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the mid-80s and 
lows in the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Chad 
Simpson, who was a 
student in Christina 
Barnes’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.

WEEKEND 

WEATHER

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classified@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News
VOLUME 41, NUMBER 42                     SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                JUNE 24, 2020

The News-Times is inside!

• CCPB member resigns in anger

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro budget for 2020-21 approved on Monday night, Page 5 

Two area towns are planning July 4th fireworks displays, Page 7

Swansboro High School honors top athletes for 2019-20, Page 10

Swansboro weather has been fairly unpredictable – and 
severe – of late. The evening of Saturday, June 20, the first 

day of summer, was no exception as this thunderstorm rolled 
over the community. (Carl Lewis photo)

Spring to summer storm

Commentary

Criminal? 

Maybe, but 

due process, 

not murder, 

rule of law
By Ann vonHoorn

So we have heard, 
“George Floyd was a crimi-
nal!”

Yes, he was suspected 
of trying to pass a $20 
counterfeit bill. In the 
United States criminals 
are allowed due process of 
the law. He was murdered 
in cold blood for all the 
world to see. A policeman 
kneeled on the neck of a 
handcuffed man lying prone 
on the pavement. And the 
man was black. While the 
man, George Floyd, cried 
out for his deceased mother, 
the officer, Derek Chauvin, 
looked away at cameras, his 

hand in his pocket, his knee 
on Floyd’s neck.

George Floyd is not a 
hero. He is a symbol of 
every black soul unjustly 
treated and killed by police, 
lynch mobs, or others 
because of the color of his 
skin. He also is a symbol 
of every black soul who 
suffers unjustly in housing, 
education, employment and 
health care. In this recent 
COVID-19 scourge, black 
people lose their lives at a 
much greater rate. Lower 
paying jobs, inadequate 
health care and lower edu-
cation levels are contribut-

Town seeking 

past-due rent

One Harbor Church, with build-
ing plans underway on this Main 
Street Extension property, had 

sought a text amendment that 
would have allowed metal siding. 
(Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

When Chris Seaberg, town manager, 
was reporting to the Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners on the status of the 
town’s five lease agreements, one caught 
the ear of the panel.

Swansboro owns and leases five sepa-
rate properties in town. (See related story, 
page 2.) All must be updated annually. 
His report came at the board meeting of 
Monday, June 22. While the mayor and 

(See EYES, page �)(See CHAMBER, page �)

Public 

meetings 

for July
The town of 

Swansboro’s July meet-
ing schedule includes …

• July 7: The 
Swansboro Planning 
Board meets in special 
session at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

• July 13: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room.

• July 14: The 
Swansboro Historic 
Preservation 
Commission meets in 
regular session at 5:30 
p.m. in town hall.

• July 15: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Board meets in regular 
session at 5:30 p.m. at 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

• July 27: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room.

Other Onslow 
County meetings of 
interest include …

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners 
July 6 meeting has been 
canceled. The board 
will meet in regular 
session on July 20. 
The meeting begins at 
6 p.m. and takes place 
at the Onslow County 
Government Center, 
234 Northwest Corridor 
Blvd. in Jacksonville.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education 
will meet at the Eastern 
North Carolina Regional 
Skills Center at 261 
Northwest Corridor 
Blvd. in Jacksonville on 
Tuesday, July 7, at 6:30 
p.m.

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro commis-
sioners denied a request to 
amend the town’s Unified 
Development Ordinance 
that would have allowed a 
church to build with metal 
siding. The vote came at the 
June 8 meeting of the town 
commission.

The request came 
from One Harbor Church. 
Church leaders wanted to 
modify plans for the build-
ing under construction on 
Main Street Extension. 
Swansboro Planning Board 
first heard the request in a 
March meeting and came to 
a similar conclusion, voting 
unanimously to recommend 
denial.

The planners consider 
items such as text amend-
ments and zoning change 
requests in an advisory 
capacity. Decisions on the 
requests are made by 
the Swansboro Board of 

Commissioners.
Essentially, the amend-

ment would remove a ban 
on metal siding, which 
dates back to the 2009 
Gateway Plan, according to 
Ansell. The plan put rules 
in place governing appear-
ance of commercial struc-
tures.

The text proposed to the 
planners was considered 
vague, according to Tom 
Tapping and Doug Tyler, 
church officials who spoke 
at the June 8 meeting. They 
said that was at least par-
tially responsible for the 
planning board’s vote to 
recommend denial.

The text offered to com-
missioners was apparently 
much more specific than 
the earlier verson, stat-
ing, “Architectural steel, 
as long as it has a board 
and batten appearance and 
a woodgrain pattern, such 

Church request is denied
One Harbor had hoped to use metal siding

(See TEXT, page �)

The Swansboro chamber is 
seeking financial relief on its lease 

of the Swansboro Visitors Center. 
(Jimmy Williams photo)


