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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Mary Hill, Davis
Stanley Melton, Beaufort
Sarah Shaner, Marshall
Robert Henkens, Beaufort
Eunice Penwell, Newport
Luv Johnson, Beaufort

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths
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Monday
Sept.2
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Sept.3

3:35a.m.
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10:08p.m.

11:31a.m.
11:52p.m.

5:11a.m.
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Editorials .................12-13A
Sports ........................ 9-11A
Coastal Living .......1-3,6-7B
Puzzles ........................... 3B
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Public Notices ................ 9B
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Sunday
T-Storms

High: 83 
Low: 73

Rainy
High: 85 
Low: 75

Monday

Tuesday
Sunny

High: 86 
Low: 76

Woods fire burns nearly 50 acres
Ranger: Heavy smoke expected in Newport area

N.C. Forest Service tractors head into the scene of 
a woods fire in Mill Creek Friday morning to plow con-
tainment lines. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MILL CREEK — N.C. 
Forest Service rangers con-
tinue to monitor a woods 
fire behind Brown’s Mobile 
Home Park near 584 Mill 
Creek Road.

So far the fire, which 
was reported around 4 p.m. 
Thursday, has destroyed 48.5 
acres, according to Carteret 
County Ranger Brent Toler.

There were no injuries 
reported and no damaged 
homes or structures, accord-

ing to Mr. Toler. Sixteen 
homes and eight structures 
were originally threatened as 
the fire spread.

Firefighters with the N.C. 
Forest Service and multiple 
fire departments reported to 
the scene about 4:08 p.m. 
Thursday and had the fire 
contained by about 10 p.m., 
according to Mr. Toler.

“We’ve plowed real wide 
containment lines around it so 
I’m not worried about it get-
ting out of the lines. We’re let-
ting it slowly burn itself out. 

I’m more concerned about the 
smoke right now,” Mr. Toler 
said Saturday as he checked 
on the fire. “We’re looking at 
the forecast of rain over the 
next few days and possibly a 
hurricane later in the week. 
We’ll continue to monitor the 
situation. If we don’t get the 
rain and we start getting tropi-
cal storm force winds ahead 
of a storm, we may need to 
change our plan.”

The cause of the fire was 
determined Friday to be a 
debris burn that got out of 

control. The person responsi-
ble has been ticketed, accord-
ing to Mr. Toler.

Because of the dense 
smoke in the area, Mr. Toler 
said he is continuing to moni-
tor the wind conditions and, 
in conjunction with the N.C. 
Department of Transportation, 
will post “dense smoke ahead” 
signs throughout Labor Day 
weekend in affected areas.

“I expect the heavy smoke 
areas will continue to be in the 

County, 
towns
await
FEMA 
money

Hurricane 
Florence Ballot

request
deadline
Tuesday
No early voting
Monday in NC03

Virtual schools continue
to attract top students

From left, East Carteret High School seniors Sara Simpson and Garrett Cawman 
take courses through the N.C. Virtual Public School as they sit in the ECHS media 
center Wednesday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — As 
early voting for the 
Tuesday, Sept. 10 special 
election chugs along, the 
deadline to request an 
absentee-by-mail ballot 
also nears. 

The last day for 
registered voters in 
North Carolina’s 3rd 
Congressional District 
to request an absentee 
ballot is Tuesday. As of 
Friday, Interim County 
Board of Elections 
Director Margot Burke 
said the county had 
received approximately 
90 requests for mail-in 
ballots. 

Under state law, vot-
ers must first request a 
ballot using a state form, 
available at https://
s 3 . a m a z o n a w s . c o m /
dl.ncsbe.gov/Forms/NC
AbsenteeBallotRequestF
orm.pdf.

The form can be sub-
mitted to the county 
BOE where the voter is 
registered and a ballot 

This story is the first in 
an anniversary series on 
Hurricane Florence, which 
struck in September 2018, 
and the storm’s lingering 
effects on Carteret County. 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

C A R T E R E T 
COUNTY — As the 
one-year anniversary 
of Hurricane Florence 
approaches, residents and 
officials alike are still grap-
pling with the aftermath of 
the powerful storm.

Hurricane Florence 
made landfall near 
Wrightsville Beach as a 
Category 1 storm Sept. 14, 
2018. It dumped more than 
30 inches of rain in some 
areas, causing widespread 
flooding, as well as dam-
age from high winds, storm 
surge and other effects. 
The storm resulted in at 
least 53 deaths, the major-
ity of which were in North 
Carolina, though none were 

Summer livin’
ABOVE: Willie Lambert of Shipyard Earthworks in Beaufort 

places price tags on ceramic mugs Saturday during the annual 
Carteret County Arts and Crafts Coalition Labor Day Show and 
Sale at the Beaufort Historic Site on Turner Street in Beaufort. 
BELOW: Newport artisan Sue Lawrence holds a handmade 
necklace Saturday with an orthoceras fossil as the centerpiece. 
LEFT  Visitors shop on the grounds of the Beaufort Historic Site. 
(Dylan Ray photos)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — East 
Carteret High School senior 
Garrett Cawman stud-
ied French on a Google 
Chromebook in the media 
center Wednesday.

Several students sitting at 
other tables were also using 
Chromebooks to study vari-
ous subjects.

Garrett and the other stu-
dents are among many in 
the county taking courses 
through the N.C. Virtual 
Public School. Others attend 
virtual charter schools.

NCVPS and other virtual 

schools have gained in popu-
larity with students and fam-
ilies for various reasons. For 
Garrett, he needs a foreign 
language course in order to 
pursue his future college 
goals. However, because of 
his heavy course load this 
year, the Spanish class at his 
school would not fit.

“Spanish is the only for-
eign language they offer 
here. By taking French 
online, I could fit it in one 
of my academic periods and 
it would work with my cal-
culus class,” Garrett said. “I 
like the idea that I can do it 
during my third period time 

slot or I can do it during a 
fifth period after school. I 
can either do my work here 
at school or I can do it from 
my house.”

According to Mia Murphy, 
chief operations officer with 
NCVPS in Raleigh, there 
were 315 Carteret County 
students who took NCVPS 
courses during the 2018-19 
academic year. As of Aug. 
23, there were 241 students 
enrolled for the 2019-20 
academic year, with enroll-
ment still open.

Carteret County Schools 
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Clifton Lawrence, Newport
Barbara Gray, Morehead City
Alicia Jordan, Morehead City
Teresa Edwards, Morehead City
Annie Pittman, Morehead City
Louise Ballantyne, Beaufort

Margaret Godumski, Pine Knoll Shores
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