
75¢

There will be a 
chance or rain both days 
this weekend. High tem-
peratures will be in the 
mid-80s and lows in the 
mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Keira 
Klug, a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Croatan High has COVID-19 case

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro High graduate DeAndre Thompkins signs with Steelers, Page 8

Zadda Bazzy of Queens Creek is Onslow’s Teacher of the Year, Page 9

Queens Creek pupils share information on their favorite books, Page 10

The sinking summer sun casts a long reflection across 
the White Oak River toward the Swansboro causeway while 

lighting up the western sky. The sunset was photographed 
on Aug. 24. (Carl Lewis photo)

Sinking summer sun

Commentary

PAWS hit hard 

by pandemic, 

director 

seeking help 

with mission
By Toni O’Neil

With all the troubles in 
the world today, from pan-
demic restrictions to police 
protection being reduced, 
it may seem silly to try 
and focus on ’possums and 
pigeons. However, local 
matters closer to home are 
forcing me to share my 
concerns.

Many of you know 
that Possumwood Acres 
Wildlife Sanctuary was 
founded by me in 2004 as 
a place here in Hubert to 
take injured and orphaned 
wild birds and animals for 
care and treatment. Onslow 
County was lacking a facil-

ity of this type and the need 
was apparent when I moved 
here the summer of 2003. 
Since I had been a prac-
ticing state and federally 
licensed wildlife rehabilita-
tor since 1991, it seemed 
only natural to make sure 
my own community now 
had such a place available 
to them.

Growth has occurred 
every year since that 
starting time – so many 
hundreds of volunteers, 
students and interns have 
come to be trained to help 
ease animal suffering and 
provide a second chance at 

Officials offer 

voting guidance 
With a lot of interest shown in voting 

by mail, the State Board of Elections has 
launched a new and improved website 
to better inform North Carolinians about 
their options for registering to vote and 
casting a ballot in 2020 and beyond.

Information can be found on the web 
at NCSBE.gov, according to a press 

release from the state board.
“At the state board, we wanted the 

best user experience for voters and can-
didates in North Carolina,” said Karen 
Brinson Bell, state board executive direc-
tor. “We believe the new website is a 

(See NEED, page �)

(See WEBSITE, page �)

Holiday 

changes 

schedule
Labor Day will be 

celebrated on Monday, 
Sept. 7, requiring adjust-
ments in schedules.

The town of 
Swansboro offices – 
including the Swansboro 
Recreation Center – will 
be closed Monday for 
the holiday, as will 
Onslow County govern-
ment offices.

The Swansboro 
Branch Library, cur-
rently operating only 
Monday through Friday, 
will be closed Monday.

Financial institutions 
in the community will 
take the holiday.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed on 
Monday.

Onslow County 
Landfill collection 
sites will be closed on 
Monday.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will be closed on 
Monday.

By Zack Nally

There’s a new desti-
nation in the works for 
Swansboro’s wastewater.

With the existing treat-
ment facility nearing capac-
ity, Onslow Water and 
Sewer Authority has opted 
for the most cost-effective 
solution – sending overflow 
to a substantially larger 
treatment facility at Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune.

“We have fully inves-
tigated it and completed a 
lot of engineering studies 
over the last two years,” 
ONWASA CEO Jeff 
Hudson said. “We’ve decid-
ed on a path that is the least 
expensive for our custom-
ers. It will probably take 
two to three years for that 
to happen, so until then, 

everything will continue on 
as it is now. We’ll still con-
tinue to operate the plant 
and the infiltration basin we 
use in Hubert to dispose of 
the Swansboro wastewater.”

The Swansboro 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility currently in use 
has a maximum capacity 
of 600,000 gallons per day, 
a limit third-party engi-
neering firm The Wooten 
Company projects will 
be met between 2024 and 
2027.

“We’re approaching the 
80 percent mark,” Hudson 
said. “If that happens and 
something has not been 
done to address it, a mora-
torium would be declared 
by the state. We don’t want 

Absentee voting by mail begins on 
Friday, Sept. 4.

Other deadlines for the Nov. 3 elec-
tion include:

• Voter registration deadline, Oct. 9 
at 5 p.m.

• Last day to request an Absentee 
Ballot by Mail, Oct. 27 at 5 p.m.

All UOCAVA Electronic and hand-
delivered absentee ballots must be 
returned to county board of elections 
office by 5 p.m. on Nov. 3

Civilian ballots must be postmarked 
Nov. 3 and received by 5 p.m. on Nov. 
6

Military ballots must be received by 
5 p.m. on Nov. 12

• Election Day, Nov. 3, polls will be 
open 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.

• Election Canvass, Nov. 13
One-Stop early voting will take 

place at five locations in Onslow 
County, including the Rotary Civic 
Center in Swansboro.

Early voting will be allowed Oct. 
15-17, 19-24 and 26-30, from 8 a.m. 
until 7:30 p.m., and on Oct. 30, from 8 
a.m. until 3 p.m.

On Nov. 3 …
… Voters in the Bear Creek precinct 

vote at the Bear Creek Fire Station.
… Voters in the Hubert precinct vote 

at the Hubert Fire Station.
… Voters in the Swansboro precinct 

vote at the Rotary Civic Center
For more information on the upcom-

ing election, call the Onslow County 
Board of Elections at (910) 455-4484.

Election Details

With wastewater flow nearing 
treatment capacity at the Swans-
boro Wastewater Treatment Plant, 

ONWASA is making plans to aban-
don the facility. (Jimmy Williams 
photo)

ONWASA opts to send flow
With plant near capacity, wastewater goes to base

(See PLANT, page �)

Membership renew-
als for the Swansboro 
Historical Association are 
being accepted. Normally, 
the association would have 
hosted a “pay-your-dues” 
fish fry for members in 
August, but was unable to 
this year due to the corona-
virus pandemic. 

Still, the annual fee 
remains $15 per person, 
$10 for senior citizens.

For information on 
how to join or renew your 
membership, call Cyndi 
Schachter at (910) 330-
8542.

RENEW!


