In today’s Tideland News ...

The News-Times is inside!
th

• Murphy opposes impeachment, 25
• Classifieds, police reports, letters,
obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

Onslow County sets record in number of new COVID-19 cases, Page 4.
Wealth Series continues with suggestions for making and keeping, Page 5
Swansboro boys open basketball season with a win over CHS, Page 7
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75¢
Festival
cancels,
pandemic
is cited
Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic,
organizers have made
“the difficult decision”
to cancel the Emerald
Isle St. Patrick’s Festival
planned for March 13.
In a press release,
festival planners said
they are following
the North Carolina
Department of Health
and Human Services
guidance advising
against large gatherings
until such time as the
vaccine distribution and
inoculation has been
widely implemented.
“This is not a decision we take lightly,
however for the health
of the community we
feel it is best to cancel
the St. Patrick’s Festival
for 2021,” said Alesia
Sanderson, festival
director. “While we
are missing the 30 year
milestone festival, we
look forward to hosting
the event again March
12, 2022, when we hope
the public safety threat
has diminished.”

M.L.K. Day
Swansboro Town
Hall and the Swansboro
Recreation Center will be
closed on Monday, Jan. 18,
in observance of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.
Onslow County governmental offices will
also be closed, as will the
Swansboro Post Office.
The Swansboro ABC
Store will be open.
Banks and financial
institutions will be closed
on Monday, Jan. 18.

Catching a few rays
Solar panels on a 30-acre site at 1100 Belgrade-Swansboro Road are poised to catch some rays in this ground-

mounted solar energy system. The solar collection system is
near the intersection of Stella Road. (Pete Rulon photo)

Thrift store bounces back
Hem of His Garment meets community needs
By Zack Nally
The Hem of His
Garment Thrift Store was
buzzing on Saturday, Jan. 9.
Cars filled the parking lot and patrons filed in
and out of the store, some
hauling donations through
the back door and others
carrying away new goodies
through the front.
At the counter, cashiers
Laurie Baldridge and
Carolyn Cockrell checked
out items, taking turns donning plastic gloves to handle the cash-only exchanges
and ringing up items.
“It’s been like this most
Saturdays,” Baldridge said.
“It’s the only day for donations, so we stay pretty
busy.”
The store has bounced
back nicely from a twomonth shutdown in the
spring due to the still-ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Sales are stable, volunteers
have returned and the food
offerings from the organization to community members
in need are still strong.
(See FOLKS, page )

Carolyn Cockrell, left, and Laurie Baldridge
check customers out at the Hem on Saturday,

Committee
under scrutiny
WEEKEND
WEATHER
The weekend weather
will be sunny with high
temperatures in the
low-50s and lows in the
mid-30s.
This week’s weather
picture is drawn by
Lyza Abrams, who is a
student in Issa Platt’s
first grade class at
Swansboro Elementary
School.

Commissioners surprised,
seek information on origin
mittee are Susan Cummings, Junior
Freeman, John Freshwater, Roy Herrick,
When Swansboro commissioners
Pat Provost, Charles Rawls and Randy
began looking at a proposal to move from Swanson. (See related item.)
a regional to a municipal transportation
Nothing much was said during the
organization on Dec. 28, some expressed discussion on the planning organizasurprise to see a recommendation from
tions, which Swansboro commissioners
the Swansboro Economic Development
ultimately approved, but Commissioner
Committee.
Frank Tursi brought up the committee
The recommendation for Swansboro
during the commissioner comment secto make the switch from the Down
tion at the end of the meeting
East Regional Planning Organization
“What exactly is the Swansboro
to the Jacksonville Urban Metropolitan
Economic Development Committee?” he
Planning Organization was included in
asked of Chris Seaberg, town manager.
a letter that included comments about
Seaberg repeated what was in the
the committee’s origin and the names of
(See PANEL, page )
the committee members. On the comBy Jimmy Williams

June 9. The thrift store has come back nicely
from a shutdown. (Zack Nally photo)

Commentary
New chapter
for America
with Jan. 6
mob violence
By Mel Gurtov
Whatever you want to
call the violent assault in
Washington on Jan. 6 – a
mob action, a siege, a coup
attempt, a riot, domestic
terrorism, an insurrection – the fault clearly lies
with the president. Donald
Trump called for it, and
when it happened – “an act
of violent sedition aided
and abetted by a lawless,
immoral and terrifying

president,” according to
New York Times columnist
Bret Stephens – he praised
it. Joe Biden was correct to
use the same language, saying the assault “borders on
sedition.”
What may come of
Trump’s last desperate
play is hard to say. Various
people, from corporate
executives and conservative
media to public officials,
(See STORMING, page )
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